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Guest Editorial:

Looking back, marching onward

By Robert Leverettoriginally posted to the NTS
BBS on Friday June 10, 2011

o
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Here it is almost the middle of 2011 and time to
take stock. We have a lot going on. Looking back, we
have visited a number of new sites like Morristown
National Historic Park in NJ. We have made some
astounding discoveries/confirmations like the warld
tallest tuliptree. We have completed some important
projects such as modeling of the Poplar Forest
tuliptree. The BBS, website, and Bulletin continue to

be outstanding. The ENTS tree database is functional.

We have begun the video on tree measuring. We
have an empowered European arm that adds true
class to ENTS. We have stellar performers in the
scientific community to impart credibility to our
efforts. | can hear big Ed saying, see Bob, | told you
so, and he's right.

Looking forward, Neil's tuliptee article in which
he is graciously including me as a coauthor, is about
finished. Gary Beluzo and | are planning the 7th
Forest Summit and 2011 ENTS rendezvous. Soon
Don Bertolette and | will host the second annual
rendezvous of WNTS. And Don plans to present an
avantgarde tree measuring guide on his Alaska
champion tree website. | am beginning a project to
photographically document MTSF and MSF as a
joint FMTSF/ENTSDCR partnership. | will also be
training DCR personnel who certify champion trees

in tree measuring ébniques. Will and company have
begun the special tuliptree project for the GSMNP.
Big Larry continues to roll as he documents more and
more of those wonderful live oaks. Steve and Rand
continue rolling across the Ohio countryside,
changing our notion of hat the Buckeye State still

has to offer. Eli does similarly for central Georgia.
The list goes on and on.

It would be hard to argue with our successes, and |
think we're going to continue on an upward path.
Amidst all the bad economic and environrzn
news, our successes are a breath of fresh air. We have
held our focus and success is paying dividends as our
numbers increase. Is there any area where I'd like to
see us expand operations? Well, yes, | surely hope we
can attract more serious tree meassiso that we can
expand our list of outstanding forest sites and build a
tree database of accurate measurements that will
suffice for scientific research. | see little evidence
that outside groups and individuals are going to pick
up the slack. Let's & it, treemeasuring is our niche
and weare unigue in our abilities to locate tall tree
sites and convert them to indices that foster
meaningful comparisons. With a very few
exceptions, the champion tree programs can't do that.
It is not in the nature aicademic research to focus
on maximums for their own sake. Forestry is about
growing trees and cutting them at an age and size that
falls well short of our interests. So, who, if not
ENTS, will continue to perfect tree measuring and
piece together the gigre of what each species does
and where across its full range. Answer is nobody.

So whatif anything stand between us ahan
expanded tree measuring misddver the long run,
- probably nothing. If we keep our noses to the
grindstone, we'll getiere. But in the near term
progress will continue to be slow unless we can
establish hooks into communities that have at least a
potential interest in what we do. I've tried to make
connections into the schools and almost succeeded
twice. But it is a touglsell. There is always initial
enthusiasm and interest, but the efforts never quite
get off the ground. I'm open to ideas. How can we
move the measuring boat forward to attract a much
wider audience? And where are the lady measurers?
Why is this almost exasively an old boy
occupation? Just wondering.

Robert T. Leverett

Co-founder and Executive Director
Eastern Native Tree Society
Co-founder and President

Friends of Mohawk Trail State Forest


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=2574#p9851
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Sand Live Oak (Quercus geminata)

[ by Larry Tucei» Wed Jun 01, 2011 1:35 pm

ENTS, | traveled to Northwest Florida this past
weekend for some swimming and snorkeling. |

stayed in Ft. Walton and snorkeled Navarre and
Pensacola Beaches. While in Ft. Walton | noticed a
Public Picnic and Boat launch on the southeast corner
of the brdge on Hwy 98 that crossed the bay. The
park had several Sand Live Oaks growing throughout
the area. | didn't measure them but they were not over
30' high and around 6' CBH. Sand Live Oak is a
beautiful species smaller but very similar to the Live
Oak.

http://www.duke.edu/~cwcook/trees/quge.html

Some photos.

Larry Tucei
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Hudson Highlands State Pak, NY

[ by dbhguru» Thu Jun 02, 2011 11:37 am

Yesterday, in high humidity and heat, Gary Beluzo,
Bart Bouricius, and | went to the Hudson Highland
State Park in search of more tuliptrees for Neil's
study. We had been tipped off about a big tree on an
access roadnd a grove of tulips that were supposed

to be impressive. The tip was accurate. Although the
canopy is thick, | managed to measure 7 trees. I'm not
sure that i found their tops, but am probably close.
Here are the numbers.

Tree # Girth Height
1 119.6
2 130.0
3 15.0 132.6
4 136.1
5 10.9 137.6
6 16.9 141.0
7 15.7 146.0


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=9&t=2546#p9659
http://www.duke.edu/~cwcook/trees/quge.html
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=2554#p9678
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=9659
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=3898&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=3896&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=3897&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=9678
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Bart measured another at 15.2 feet, | think he said,
but I couldn't see its top. So, it didn't get measure for
height. There are other large trees in the strimeNo
are old. The area suffered a lot of logging and
guarrying in the past. It is recovering, and the
tuliptrees are part of the recovery. The area is very
rocky and rugged. The area favorable to tuliptree
growth is a narrow corridor. However, there must be
others. Two of the largest are partly open grown, but

the largest isn't. Here are two images from yesterday.

Hudson Highlands SP is across the Hudson from
West Point and Storm King. This area must have
been incredibly impressive in peettlement times
before Europeans discovered its wealth of minerals
and forests. Today, tour boats go up and down the
Hudson. The ridges on both sides of the Hudson
reach elevations of 800 to 1200 feet, with Bull Hill
making 1420. At 1610 feet, Beacon Hill is the highest
poirt in the Hudson Highlands. The Hudson River is
just a few feet above sea level, so the relief is
dramatic.

Here is Bart and the 15f@ot girth, 146.0 feet tall
tulip.

Storm King, on the West side, has a small state park
and the area supports tuliptrees, so we will return.

Here is Bart near a large sycamore at a trailhead.
Believe it or not, we didn't measure it

Bob Leverett

White Pine Listing

[ by dbhguru» Fri Jun 03, 2011 8:13 pm

I've been updating a white pine listing for DCR.
See the attached spreadsheet. It contains white pines
we have measured with a probahbvevolumes
exceeding 500 cubic feet that we've measured in the
NortheastThe listing of tees outside of
Massachgetts is for comparison purposes for DCR.
They need to understand where Massachusetts stands,
as well as properties inside Massachusetts. DCR
officials tend to tout the Quabbin Reservoan
intensely managed area with nothing to show a
visitor interestedn big trees.


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=15&t=2558#p9709
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=3905&mode=view

