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Changes and Growth - Editor’s Corner 
 

By Edward Frank 

 

Webmaster - BBS Administrator   

eNTS Magazine Editor-in-Chief 

edfrank@nativetreesociety.org  

As I look over this issue of the eNTS Magazine, I am 

struck by the variety and scope of the materials that 

have been posted to the BBS over the past month.  

There are articles posted on China, champion trees in 

Europe, big conifers and 150+ deciduous trees in 

western US, reports from northern Ohio, Georgia, 

MTSF, the Smokies, and many other sites across the 

United States.   It was hard to choose what to put on 

the cover this month. 

The organization has changed from its origins fifteen 

years ago.  There has been a loss of some of the 

intimacy that comes from just being a small group of 

people working on their own projects to the current 

larger organization.  That is sad in many ways, but an 

organization such as ours needs to grow and adapt as  

time passes or it will slowly die.  Even in this larger 

structure people only need to read and participate in 

those aspects in which they are interested. 

On the older discussion lists everyone got copies of 

every email as it was posted.  The same effect can be 

achieved using the RSS feed function of the BBS.  

http://www.ents-

bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=166&t=134   I am currently 

using the feeds option from Windows Live Mail 

(other RSS clinets will work as also) to get the RSS 

feeds from the BBS using the RSS link here:  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/feed.php    I have the 

program set to check for new feeds every 15 minutes. 

 It works fine. You get the posts almost as soon as 

they are posted.  To respond to a post compose your 

message as you would with an email response, click 

the link in the header that says "view online."  This 

will open up the post in your web browser.  Click the 

Reply button  in the post, and cut and paste the 

response you composed into the the BBS window 

that opens.  Then click submit at the bottom of the 

composition window.  It is a couple of more steps 

than just hitting the reply button on your email, but it 

is still simple and easy to do.  

You can receive a daily digest of the day’s posts.  

Instructions are here:  http://www.ents-

bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=166&t=943  

This month I also modified the NTS Website index 

page:  http://www.nativetreesociety.org  to include a 

navigation bar at side and top and a new series of 

introductory pages.  Iopted to use frames to create the 

new navigation menus.  CCS might have been better 

if I were creating a new website from scratch.  

However, with a couple of thousand existing pages 

that would need to be modified, frames were a better 

option than chancing how the the CCS application 

would affect al of the page displays.   

I have given more formal recognition of various 

projects and surveys in which NTS members are 

involved:  

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/projects/index_proj

ects.htm  Tom Howards “Lake Ontario – St. 

Lawrence Lowlands Tree Survey” is featured in this 

issue of the eNTS Magazine. 

I added a simpler list-type interface to make, at least 

the initial navigation, more friendly for mobie 

devices:  

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/mobile_index.html  

I rearranged the forums slightly on the BBS.  The 

other notable change was I installed a new MOD that 

reportedly will translate the existing BBS pages, 

based upon the type of smart phone it detects, into a 

more mobile friendly display.  It is still in the testing 

phase.  Over half of the time, when the internet is 

accessed these days, it is through a smart phone or 

tablet.  We needed to take what steps we cold to 

make our website and BBS more accessible to mobile 

devices.   

Some of us have also been discussing creating a 

series of interest groups within the larger 

organization, to better reflect the interests aand 

aspirations of our membership.  There will be more 

about this idea in the coming month.     

Edward Frank 

 

  

mailto:edfrank@nativetreesociety.org
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=166&t=134
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=166&t=134
http://www.ents-bbs.org/feed.php
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=166&t=943
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=166&t=943
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/projects/index_projects.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/projects/index_projects.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/mobile_index.html
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 Hello from Ottawa, ONT 

by wrecsvp » Tue Nov 01, 2011 2:06 pm  

Greetings, 

 

I am a lifelong enthusiast of trees & grew up near 

Ottawa, Canada.  I was fortunate to grow up in close 

proximity to very large fenceline specimens of White 

Elm (since dead or is that DED), a small old-growth 

Sugar Maple woodlot (since developed), and a "less-

small" old-growth Hemlock-Sugar Maple-Beech 

woodlot which is still intact by some miracle and is 

the only Hemlock site I have seen within 30 km 

radius.  However, this jewel of a site is also presently 

under threat of development. 

 

I am a physical scientist but my first love was trees. 

 My first "scientific" tree experience was at age 4 

when I proved to my father that a grove of Green Ash 

was not Manitoba Maple as he supposed, via help 

form R.C. Hosie's classic book (Native Trees of 

Canada).  Now in my 30s I live in Ottawa and have 

joined ENTS especially because of the continuing 

losses of our native trees to alien diseases and insects 

which I find emotionally difficult to accept.  When I 

was a kid in the 1980s-90s "my" elms all died, now 

the Ash of Eastern Ontario are rapidly disappearing 

due to EAB, and though I have yet to see its impacts, 

the HWA threatens what very little Hemlock is left in 

my area.  The documentation of HWA from the 

heroic efforts of the Tsuga Search project has 

produced just shocking images...I am aghast.   

 

Urban Hemlocks of Ottawa: 

While I appreciate all trees, my fondness for 

Hemlock has been great ever since I stumbled upon a 

rare grove of them near Ottawa as a teenager (and 

didn't even immediately recognize them, having 

never before seen any in spite of having read about 

them and being a tree enthusiast since a child).  These 

days, I do a lot of biking and have noticed a handful 

of locations of mature urban Hemlocks growing in 

Ottawa.  Maybe others will enjoy me sharing some 

information and pictures of these mostly healthy 

specimens as a contrast to the greys of HWA.  Are 

there many other mature specimens of Eastern 

Hemlock growing in the urban areas of North 

America I wonder? 

 

Site 1 (Colonel By Drive) is a grassy slope with little 

hope of any reproduction and new houses are being 

built possibly within the root radius.  Roughly 5 

individuals.   

Site 2 (Vincent Massey Park) is a semi-managed park 

and reproduction is essentially not occuring as I have 

only seen one Hemlock seedling/sapling in spite of 

10 mature individuals, the largest of which is 2.0 ft 

DBH or 6.3 ft girth. 

Site 3 (Hog's Back Park) has 15 mature individuals 

(12 living, 3 recently dead) on a north-facing slope at 

the southern edge of a very busy road (Heron Road). 

 The largest is 2.25 ft DBH (7.1 ft girth) and appears 

healthy (all other specimens are also over 1 ft DBH). 

 However, the non-Hemlock surrounding trees are 

almost exclusively young deciduous including a 

nearby grove of all things White Poplar (yikes) and I 

have not seen any examples of natural regeneration. 

 Is the march of Norway Maple, Blue Spruce et al. 

unstoppable...?  

 

I see Hemlocks only very rarely as they are, well, 

very rare in my area having been wiped off the map 

for agriculture and other exploitation.  I have heard of 

other Hemlocks being present in pockets near the city 

and will have to explore those sites as well. 

 

Best wishes to all on this board, 

Owen Clarkin 

 

Vincent Massey Park, another specimen 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3210#p12850
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12850
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5647&mode=view
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Vincent Massey Park Specimen, Ottawa 2.0 ft DBH 

Hog's Back Park, 2.25 ft DBH specimen 

Hog's Back Park Specimens, Ottawa 

Colonel By Drive, Ottawa   Note House being built 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5646&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5645&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5644&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5643&mode=view
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Colonel By Drive, Ottawa 

  

 

 

 

 

Re: External Baseline Method 

by dbhguru » Tue Nov 01, 2011 8:57 pm  

NTS,  The latest version of EBM is attached. Don, 

Michael, and I would appreciate any feedback any of 

you would be willing to give. At this point, I'm solely 

responsible for the mess. Please don't blame them. 

My objective is to take tangent based techniques to 

the limits. I start with the basic method and move on 

from there. I'm sure the graphics could be better. 

Don't worry about the math unless you want to wade 

through it. Otherwise, Michael will do the proofing 

of the equations.  

 

  Assuming you see merit in this project, where 

should we take it? Thanks in advance for any 

feedback. 

 

TangentBasedMeasurementsNewest-1.xlsx 

(1.05 MiB) Downloaded 3 times 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=291&t=3002#p12857
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5657
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5642&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12857


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 11, November 2011 
 

9 

 

Re: External Baseline Method 

by dbhguru » Wed Nov 02, 2011 1:29 pm  

Joe, inroads are there to be made (DCR), partly 

through the efforts of research foresters like Dr. Don 

Bragg who commands respect. However, other 

avenues are opening up to education. Tomorrow, 

Michael Taylor and I will consult with Laser 

Technologies Inc. on uses of and potential 

improvements to the TruPulse 360 (and probably the 

TruPulse 200 as well). I've done a lot of practical 

field testing of both instruments and can speak to 

what they do well and not so well. Michael is full of 

ideas on how to improve the TP 360. It will be an 

interesting first meeting. Hopefully, other meetings 

will follow.  

 

    The TruPulse 360 was designed mainly for the 

forestry community. I don't feel qualified to speak to 

purely forestry uses, however, I can think of 

improvements that would benefit other fields such as 

ecology and maybe geology. I'd have to be careful on 

the latter, though. I'd want to first consult with big 

Ed. One improvement I plan to discuss tomorrow is a 

routine to compute the area of a polygon. The 

internal missing line routine of the TP 360 would 

provide the basis for area computations projected 

onto either horizontal or vertical plane.  

 

Lots to think about. 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

 

Re: Whirlwind Trip to Great Smokies 

by lucager1483 » Wed Nov 02, 2011 12:05 am  

This is one of my favorite places.  Thanks for the 

pictures.  Here's some of my own from Spring 2010. 

Elijah Whitcomb                                        

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=291&t=3002#p12869
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3200#p12859
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12869
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12859


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 11, November 2011 
 

10 

 

Re: Whirlwind Trip to Great Smokies 

by jamesrobertsmith » Wed Nov 02, 2011 1:05 am  

The rut was over. The largest males were in a field 

over at the Palmer House. There was still one big bull 

hanging out with the cows, but mainly just some 

spikes were there pretending they were tough. One 

spike kept trying to mount one of the cows but she 

was having none of that. 

 

The three big bulls across the road from the Palmer 

House. 

 

 

First thing we saw were huge flocks of wild turkey. 

One ranger told us that she saw a coyote sneak up 

and grab one this week. The first time she'd seen one 

do that. 

James Robert Smith 

 

 

Re: Whirlwind Trip to Great Smokies 

by Rand » Wed Nov 02, 2011 12:18 pm  

Alas, Cataloochee.... 

                                        

All the dead grey hemlocks in October 2007 

A couple of closeups of the central area of the above 

image 

 

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3200#p12860
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3200#p12868
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12860
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12868
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5665&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5666&mode=view
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 Rand Brown   

 

Re: Whirlwind Trip to Great Smokies 

by jamesrobertsmith » Wed Nov 02, 2011 5:40 pm  

It was a gorgeous place. When I first heard about hwa 

I rushed up to Cataloochee to see the groves there 

before they were gone. I saw them in their glory, 

before the infestations had reached them. On one 

recent trip I hiked through a back country 

campground and wondered what the Park Service 

was going to do with those sites when the hemlocks 

start to get shaky. It'll be very unsafe to camp 

anywhere in that area if they don't start taking down 

those trees or if Nature doesn't knock them over when 

people aren't around (a rare thing even in the back 

country of the Smokies). 

I never get tired of Cataloochee.Of course it's hard to 

go there when you recall what great stands of 

hemlocks were there just a few years ago. I hauled 

my little travel trailer to the campground there when I 

finally located the Sag Branch Poplar after three 

previous tries. My wife wants to go back there with 

the trailer. I think the campground is closing for the 

season soon. But next Spring, maybe.        

James Robert Smith                              

 

 

Blue Earth Rest Area, MN 

by lucager1483 » Wed Nov 02, 2011 12:04 pm  

I'm traveling on I-90 in Minnesota, headed to western 

Iowa, and stopped at the Blue Earth Rest Area.  This 

is the next rest area after the I-35 junction. 

 Connected to the area by a walking/pet/service trail 

is a river bottom with some fairly large silver maples. 

 Here's some pictures: 

72.29' x 18-5" x 63x67 Silver Maple 

                                        

 

                                

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3200#p12874
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=94&t=3212#p12867
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5667&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12874
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12867
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18-6" Silver Maple 

19-2" Silver Maple.  Nice-sized critter hole 

19-2" Silver Maple 

                                

 

 

 

The make-up of the forest was typical flood-plain, 

consisting of American elm, eastern cottonwood, ash, 

hackberry, basswood, black walnut, and burr oak. 

 Nothing of substantial size, though.  Being a short-

lived, fast-growing, typically ugly tree, I've long 

ignored the silver maple.  But it does grow to a fairly 

good size when conditions are favorable, and for that 

I give it props.   

 

Sorry about the fuzzy pictures.  I'm adjusting to a 

new, cheap point and shoot camera and it was rainy. 

 I'll try to do better next time.   

Elijah Whitcomb 
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Rocky River floodplain, OH forest 

additions 

by Steve Galehouse » Wed Nov 02, 2011 7:39 pm  

NTS-  This afternoon I went to an area  I first 

measured in March of 2010. I went there "blind", 

without taking my earlier records or notes. I'm happy 

to say nearly all the trees I found a year-and-a-half 

ago are still the tallest of their species at the site, and 

that most have grown appreciably, either in height or 

girth or both. A couple of surprise finds, trees not 

noticed or measured earlier, were a blackgum at 126' 

x 9' 2'', located on a slope adjacent to the floodplain 

shelf, displaying tremendously fissured bark--- 

 

and also a Freeman maple at 130.7' x 7' 6''. Freeman 

maple is a naturally occurring hybrid of red and silver 

maples, with foliage intermediate compared with the 

parents, but typically with a tall straight bole, which 

this tree certainly has--- 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3214#p12879
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3214#p12879
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12879
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This would be the only Ohio maple over 130' in 

height that I am aware of. The revised RH5 for the 

site is now 130.86, the RH10 is 124.48. 

 

Details here: 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/923/Details 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

New Tallest Hardwood Species For 

California 

by M.W.Taylor » Tue Nov 01, 2011 4:31 pm  

I just got an email from Zane Moore who was 

measuring trees in the south SF Bay Area. He 

reportedly measured a california sycamore (planatus 

racemosa) with laser and digital transit at 152.6 ft. 

The dbh of this tree is just shy of 6'. This tree makes 

a very short list of California hardwoods that surpass 

150 ft. There is the Henley Oak, a valley oak that 

stands 151 ft, a Bay Laurel that stand 151.4 ft in 

Russian River Valley. I think there is probably a 

cottonwood and a tan oak somewhere in Northern 

California that surpass 150 ft but so far non have 

been located. Other tallest California hardwoods 

included 143 ft Tan Oak in Big Basin and a 142.6 ft 

giant chinquapin in Redwood National Park.  That's it 

! 

 

The Eastern syacamore is generally a larger and taller 

species. This 152.6 ft California sycamore is just over 

the top. 

 

Michael Taylor 

WNTS VP 

AFA California Big Trees Coordinator 

http://www.landmarktrees.net 

 

Passage from William Bartram--"Forest 

of Gigantic Oaks" 

by samson'sseed » Sat Nov 05, 2011 10:20 am  

I want to share this passage from William Bartram's 

Travels of an incredible forest he traveled through 

circa 1773.  A forestry scientist told me most of the 

trees represented a lower slope mesophytic forest, but 

the black oaks didn't fit because they were fire 

tolerant/shade intolerant whereas most of the other 

trees were fire intolerant/shade tolerant.  Here's the 

passage. 

 

"Leaving the pleasant town of Wrightsborough, we 

continued eight or nine miles through a fertile plain 

and high forest, to the north branch of Little River, 

being the largest of the two, crossing which, we 

entered an extensive fertile plain, bordering the river, 

and shaded by trees of vast growth, which at once 

spoke of its fertility.  Continuing some time through 

these shady groves, the scene opens, and discloses to 

view the most magnificent forest I had ever seen.  We 

rise gradually a sloping bank of twenty or thirty feet 

in elevation, and immediately entered this sublime 

forest; the ground is a perfectly level plain, thinly 

planted by nature with the most stately forest trees, 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/923/Details
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3211#p12851
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3211#p12851
http://www.landmarktrees.net/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3220#p12914
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3220#p12914
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12851
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12914
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such as the gigantic Black Oak (Q. tinctoria), 

Liriodendron, Juglans nigra, Platanus, Juglans 

exalta, Fagus sylvatica, Ulmus sylvatica, Liquid-

amber styraciflua, whose mighty trunks, seemingly of 

equal height, appeared like superb columns.  To keep 

within the bounds of truth and reality in describing 

the magnitude and grandeur of these trees, would, I 

fear, fail of credibility; yet, I think I can assert, that 

many of the black oaks measured eight, nine, ten, and 

eleven feet in diameter five feet above the ground, as 

we measured several that were above thirty feet in 

girt, and from hence they ascend perfectly straight, 

with a gradual taper, forty of fifty feet to the limbs; 

but below five or six feet, these trunks would measure 

a third more in circumference, on account of the 

projecting jambs, or supports, which are more or 

less, according to the number of horizontal roots that 

they rise from: the Tulip tree, Liquidamber, and 

Beech were equally stately." 

 

According to Frances Harper, who followed 

Bartram's path and added informative footnotes, this 

area had been abandoned by the Indians 50 years 

before Bartram traveled here.  The Indians 

maintained it with fire, explaining why black oaks 

were common, but I think shade tolerant trees were 

taking over.  Harper wrote that this passage gave him 

a melancholy feeling when he thought how a forest 

like this no longer existed anywhere in the south. 

 

I drove through this area last summer looking for 

remnants of this forest of gigantic oaks.  All I saw 

were densely packed second growth pine and 

sweetgum.  I saw not a single tree that was more than 

12 inches in diameter.  I only saw 1 black oak--a 

small one. 

Mark Gelbart 

 

Re: Lord's Hill 

by adam.rosen » Sun Nov 06, 2011 11:01 pm  

I was back at Lord's Hill today, with a tape measure. 

 I have two views here of a big old maple tree.  It is is 

151" DBH.  I also measured another maple at 11', a 

hemlock at 92", another hemlock, really, a large, 

dignified giant, of perfect dimensions, with a long, 

straight bole, at 9'1", and a basswood with a tall, long 

bole at 7'11".  Haven't bought that laser rangefinder 

yet, so I can't tell you how tall. 

 

Northeast Ohio finds 

by Steve Galehouse » Sun Nov 06, 2011 8:16 pm  

Rand Brown and I returned to Sand Run today to do 

some remeasuring and further exploration. It was a 

beautiful day with, 60F and sunny, and the woods 

and slopes were easy to traverse since we've not had 

rain for a week or more. Our primary mission was to 

measure the state record tuliptree, which we had 

previously measured to 163.72'. We took many 

measurements of the tree today, and I think we can 

safely say Ohio now has a 170 footer. We had several 

measurements in excess of 170', up to 173', and 

others in the mid to upper 160's. From what seemed 

to be the best vantage point, we got a 170.57' reading 

and a 169.46' reading, for an average of 170.01'. Also 

found were a cottonwood at 143.4' x 7' 10'', and a 

really nice scarlet oak at 119.9' and 11' 8''. These 

finds and other increases in previously measured 

trees push the Rucker 10 for Sand Run to 137.14, and 

the Rucker 10 for the Cuyahoga Valley(read greater 

Akron) to 142.36. 

Sand Run: 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/440/Details 

 

Cuyahoga Valley: 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/924/Details 

 

These Rucker indices are comparable to those of sites 

much farther south. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=127&t=2617#p12939
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3229#p12935
http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/440/Details
http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/924/Details
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12939
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12935
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Re: Northeast Ohio finds 

by Steve Galehouse » Mon Nov 07, 2011 10:41 

am  

Here are a few photos from yesterdays trip: 

 

Rand at the base of the tall tuliptree-- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rand with 119.9' x 11'8'' scarlet oak-- 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3229#p12948
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12948
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5716&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5717&mode=view
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Scarlet oak top-- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another nice tuliptree, 161' x 13' 8''. This tree looked 

young and vigorous despite its size, with a very 

straight and symmetrical bole, and was located at 

mid-slope on a south facing hillside instead of a 

ravine. 

 

                                                        

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5718&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5719&mode=view
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A typical hemlock ravine. The tallest hemlock we 

found was 125'. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5720&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5721&mode=view
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Re: Northeast Ohio finds 

by Rand » Tue Nov 08, 2011 9:59 pm  

A few more pictures 

                                        

 

170' x 14' 8.5" Tulip Profile View 

                                

 

                                        

 

   170' x 14' 8.5" Tulip Looking Up 

                                

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3229#p13001
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13001
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5765&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5766&mode=view
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161' x 13' 8' Tulip Tree (Steve's photos stitched) 

 

161' x 13' 8' Tulip Tree looking up 

                                

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5767&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5772&mode=view
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119.9' x 11'8'' scarlet oak 

                                

 

 

 ~ 120' x ~11' cbh beech 

                                

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5768&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5769&mode=view


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 11, November 2011 
 

22 

 

 

 125' Hemlock 

The 141' cottonwood* was located in the bottom of 

this shallow draw, just downhill from these two twin 

tulips: 

                                        

 

150' x ~7' twin tulips 

*As far as I know this is the tallest cottonwood in the 

state.  The next tallest is  ~136' in Davey Woods in 

West Central Ohio.  There is also a grove of ~130' 

cottonwoods at the mouth of blackhand gorge just 

east of Newark Ohio. 

Rand Brown 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5770&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5771&mode=view
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A new way of computing diameters 

by dbhguru » Mon Nov 07, 2011 10:04 pm  

     One of our most important measuring challenges 

is trunk and limb modeling. Heretofore, serious 

modeling efforts have involved climbs. The recent 

ones have included the use of a sophisticated, labor 

intensive measuring protocol. Data from a climb are 

fed to a sophisticated computer model developed by 

Steve Sillet and BVP.  

 

    Ground-based methods are still being employed, 

but cannot match the Sillet-BVP modeling method. 

Still, ground measurements can be useful. The 

problem is that the ground-based methods are also 

labor intensive. Our standard method is to measure 

the apparent diameter of the trunk using a reticle 

device such as a Macroscope 25 or 45. However, 

visibility from the ground is often a problem. 

Macroscope optics are minimal and the parallax 

effect that occures when the object fills most of the 

reticle is hard to eliminate. So, although, the reticle is 

useful, it is far from optimal. Enter Laser 

Technologies TruPulse 360. I'm embarrassed that it 

has taken me so long to exploit that instrument's full 

capabilities. 

 

    Over the last several days, I've been working on a 

modeling method using the TruPulse. I was initially 

not pleased with the performance of the built in 

compass to compute horizontal angles, but I now 

realize that wasn't re-calibrating the compass often 

enough. In addition, I wasn't using a tripod to hold 

the TP 360 still. When both steps are taken, the 

compass proves much more accurate than advertised.  

 

   The attachment shows the results of an experiment 

to measure diameter consisting of 32 trials. For each 

trial, I placed a marker on the trunk of a tree. At the 

level of the marker, I measured the apparent diameter 

using a sophisticated set of calipers. So, I got the 

width of the tree at the level of the marker that I 

would then be seeing from a distance. I set up my 

tripod and shot the distance to the marker using the 

TruPulse at the point of change-over to the next half 

foot. The TP 360 is accurate to about 1/10th of a foot 

at change-over. Next, I shot the azimuth of the left 

and right sides of the trunk at the level of the marker. 

The excellent optics of the 360 made seeing the sides 

of the tree far easier than looking through the 

Macroscope. I completed the process by using the 

routine in the attached spreadsheet to calculate the 

diameter at the point of the marker and compare the 

result to the measurement made with the calipers. 

The results speak for themselves. The average 

difference is 0.8 inches. I think a new day has 

dawned for ground-based modeling.  

 

  I have a lot more to do, but a big hurdled has been 

surmounted. I can see much better with the TruPulse, 

and with the one instrument, I can get distance to the 

center of the trunk and azimuth to the edges. All three 

measurements are easy to take. I can work up the 

trunk, using the VD mode of the TruPulse. I plan to 

do a complete trunk tomorrow, and will report the 

results. 

 

DiamCalcTP360.xlsx 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3233#p12954
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5723
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12954
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Re: Eldorado National Forest in the The 

Sierra Nevada 

by M.W.Taylor » Tue Nov 08, 2011 3:54 pm  

mdvaden wrote:  Looking forward to getting the 

numbers on this.  Heard from Michael that he went 

out to that neck of the woods. 

 

Mario, 

 

Why yes I did go out to that neck of the woods. My 

other exploring partner, Mike Hanuschick was there 

with me. 

 

We quickly located the big ponderosa and sugar pine 

as per Don's directions. The ponderosa looked huge 

from a distance and it was huge, for a ponderosa 

pine. but unfortunately our tape-line results did not 

agree with Don's.  For the big ponderosa we got 22' 

cbh, which equates to about 7' dbh and for the big 

sugar pine just down the road we got a little over 22' 

cbh.  See pictures of Don's tree + a big sugar pine that 

really is over 10' dbh.  Sugar pines of this size are 

extremely rare. I only know of a handful. 

 

Don, here is what could have happened. 

 

The tape-line you used is not a D-tape and/or the 

units are something other than centimeters.  Are you 

certain the tape-line units are for centirmeters ?  I can 

think of no other way you could be off by almost 10' 

for the CBH on these trees...see pictures. 

 

What is the origin of this tape-line ?  

 

However, I am extremely happy you motivated me to 

get back out to Eldorado NF again before the big 

snow makes the area inaccessable. These pine trees 

were huge. In a nearby basin off the road a little ways 

we found some monster sugar pines and a real giant 

of a ponderosa that we dub the "Mondo Pondo" . The 

"Mondo Pondo" is 8.35' dbh, 201' tall with a slow 

tapering trunk. I measured the trunk volume at 4,420 

cubic feet using a Vortex-RT Solo relaskope. The 

crown spread is over 70' on this beauty. The next day 

Mike and I measured an even larger ponderosa that 

was about 4,650 cubes, 224' tall and 7.7' dbh. and we 

found some really huge sugar pines. See additional 

updates for "Mondo Pondos" and "Monster Sugars" 

in the Calfornia site descriptions section on the ENTS 

blog. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

Mike under the columnar trunk of "Talos" 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3043&start=10#p12968
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3043&start=10#p12968
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12968
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5742&mode=view
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"Talos" is the Bronze Giant in Greek mythology. Dbh 

- 7.7ft. Height - 224'. Volume - 4,650 cubic feet 

Me under "Mondo Pondo" with bark plates the size 

of a man. Cbh is 26.25 feet 

Mondo Pondo with crown over 70 feet across 

This is what a sugar pine should look like when over 

10' dbh. Mike is 6'3" for scale and standing at about 

mid-point of trunk center 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5741&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5740&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5739&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5738&mode=view
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This ponderosa is the same one Don reported. Height 

150' to a big broken top. Cbh is 22'. I am doing the 

smell test to make sure it's not a jeffrey pine 

take note of tape-line results 

Mike is 6'3" for scale 

M. W. Taylor 

 

Central Park Aftermath of Storm Video 

by Jenny » Tue Nov 08, 2011 12:16 pm  

Took this video 2 days after the October 29 storm. 

 The Central Park Conservancy and Dept. of Parks 

had to bust their butts getting it cleaned up in time for 

the Marathon Sunday. 

 

Most of the birds are feeding and hanging out on the 

fallen branches.  And I know it's blurry, etc.  Time 

for an upgrade in my video technology.  I just don't 

know what that would be.  Any suggestions?  I just 

use imovie then upload it to Vimeo.   

http://vimeo.com/31764196  

 

Jenny Dudley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=145&t=3238#p12966
http://vimeo.com/31764196
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5737&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5736&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5735&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12966
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Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Fri Nov 04, 2011 7:18 am  

Apologies for the lack of participation lately. This 

has been an especially busy period for me that 

coincided with a fortunate series of visits to other 

broad-leaved, temperate forests in Asia. It was such a 

dendro-trip! I was thinking of NTS often, especially 

those of you living in New England or, specifically, 

central Massachusetts. I took many pictures of what I 

saw in Manchuria (northeast China) and western 

Bhutan; too many. So, over the next few weeks, I will 

upload pictures of specific plants and landscapes that 

ought to mostly seem familiar to many NTS. Too bad 

China so effectively shuts down access to bulletin 

boards and blogs. There could be a great bridge 

formed between North American and Asian NTS. 

 

My first stop was to northeast China, an area 

originally known as Manchuria. I had dreamed of 

making it to this part of the world after learning of 

the similar botanical elements and ecosystems. 

Pictures of Harbin’s ice festival convinced me that 

this part of the world would feel like home (I’m from 

near the Adirondack Mtns). 

 

I flew into Shenyang late one night and fairly early 

the next morning was driven 7 hrs to near the border 

with the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea, aka 

North Korea. The weather held and I got a glimpse of 

the volcanic lake shared by China and North Korea 

on top of Changbai Shan. 

 

 

The other side of the lake is the People’s Democratic 

Republic of Korea. 

 

I was repeatedly told this was a rare sighting and I 

was lucky person; lucky indeed. We drove through a 

birch-dominated forest to make it to the mountaintop. 

We didn’t get to hike in this forest, but it felt quite 

familiar. 

 

We did get to hike at lower elevation in the ‘Dell 

Forest’. Most nature preserves I’ve been in in China 

have trails that are boardwalked or paved. This was 

no different. 

 

What really captured my attention, however, was the 

feel of the forest. I had gone hiking in the ADKs just 

two weeks earlier with my wife. We hiked through a 

spruce- birch-maple forest with some ash, larch and a 

witch-hobble understory in the ADKs. The Dell 

Forest? Larch, spruce, fir, ash [mountain and true], 

maple and a handful of other familiar genera like 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219#p12904
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12904
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5675&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5674&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5676&mode=view
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Rhododendron. Below are some examples of the 

species we saw. The larch and the mountain ash fruit 

were in full color. It was lucky timing. 

General Dell Forest interior scene 

 

Abies nephrolepsis pole stem 

 

 

 Acer comarovii 

largish Acer ukurunduense stem 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5678&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5677&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5679&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5680&mode=view
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Acer ukurunduense twig and buds 

Alnus mandshurica and, a final landscape scene for 

today: 

 

 

 

Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Sat Nov 05, 2011 6:54 am  

Dear NTS,  Some more forest and botanical scenes 

from the Dell Forest on Changbai Shan. 

 

Starting off with another general forest scene - I'm 

unsure which birch this is, though I think it is likely 

B. ermanii. I'll have more birch in future posts. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219#p12910
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5681&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5682&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5683&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12910
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5684&mode=view
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Sorbus pohuashanensis 

 more Sorbus 

Forested patio 

 

 

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5685&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5686&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5687&mode=view
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I generally can get a bit fixated on something new. 

Here, on this trip, I was tripping over Fraxinus 

manschurica. You can see a lunker in this general 

scene lurking in back towards the right. BTW, if I 

haven't said it: most of the Dell Forest we hiked in 

was old-growth. It was a highlight of the trip. 

 

Apparently, Fraxinus mandschurica is closely related 

to Fraxinus nigra. The general climatological setting 

was correct. 

 

 

                                        

 

Even its architecture is similar to Fraxinus in the 

eastern US. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5688&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5689&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5690&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5691&mode=view
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The biggest difference between Manchuria (NE 

China near North Korea) and the northeastern US is 

the dominance of Larix. Here is Larix olgensis. 

 

MA or Manchuria? 

 

Seriously? MA or Manchuria? Pinus strobus or Pinus 

koraiensis? 

 

 

 

                                        

 

Picea jezonensis 

 

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5692&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5693&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5694&mode=view
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My host, Dr. Zhenju Chen, next to a large Abies 

nephrolepis 

 

Tomorrow we'll move to a different forest on 

Changbai Shan. 

 

Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Sun Nov 06, 2011 8:07 am  

hi again NTS, Continuing on with the other forests on 

Changbai Shan, but not in the Dell Forest. 

 

this is a Betual ermanii forest [in front of a man-made 

pond...]. B. ermanii dominates the upper forests of 

Changbai Shan.                                        

 

the boreal forest, with Larix in full color, of Changbai Shan                                       

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219#p12926
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5695&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12926
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5701&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5702&mode=view
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not botany, only curiosity - corn and eggs cooked in 

the hot spring. the water temperature in the hot 

springs was said to be 60-82 degrees C                         

 

Rhododendron chrysanthum 

 

the sapling is Rhododendron dauricum 

 

Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Mon Nov 07, 2011 8:15 am  

Hi Chris - I didn't get a chance t o meet many other 

people besides my host, our driver (Mr. Sun - more 

on him in a minute), scientists and managers at three 

institutes and Dr. Chen's students. So, I do not have a 

good feel for that. Having said that, the people I did 

meet are as tied to the forest as we are, as the NTS 

community is. They might approach it differently and 

use it differently [like, the way they consume forest 

frogs....], but there is no doubt the possibility of some 

Manchurian NTS. Mr. Sun is a great example. 

 

He was our driver and was something akin to a 

technician at the institute hosting me. I'm not sure he 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219&start=10#p12941
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5703&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5704&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5705&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12941
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had his BS degree; my host jokingly said Mr. Sun 

was lazy. If he had a better command of English, I'd 

bet another word would be chosen. I saw Mr. Sun as 

someone so curious about everything that he likely 

has some troubles focusing in an academic 

background. This man was def a jack of all trades. 

We leaned on him to track down the scientific names 

of trees and plants. He must have taken 800 pictures 

during our 3-4 days in the field. He was focused, 

no...ok, pun intended, on getting pictures of leaves, 

buds, seeds, cones, etc. He climbed onto a roof to get 

pictures of some spruce cones and expressed to me 

the desire to get tree climbing equipment to get better 

canopy pictures. He was someone on whose team I'd 

love to be a teammate. 

 

Of course, the big issue with China is their attempt to 

control its population. I had no access to the NY 

TImes, FaceBook and any URL with the word 'blog' 

in it. Maybe this site would work? Interesting article 

in the Times to day on China and censorship: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/07/world/asia/mur

ong-xuecun-pushes-censorship-limits-in-

china.html?_r=1&hp - i have a cousin in China who 

has access to these banned internet sites. You have to 

pay extra for a 'very private network' to get there. Not 

many Chinese can afford this [economically and 

politically?]. 

 

I could see it happening someday, a Manchurian 

branch of NTS...some day, I hope. 

 

Hi Kouta - yeah, the information about that part of 

the world is hard to get. I briefly tried to get more 

information on where I had been. It is a mess. There 

are long hikes available in the Changbai Shan 

preserve. We didn't have time to hike on the longer 

trials. But, opportunities exist. They are just hard to 

find in an easy way. I'd bet there are touring groups 

that might have these opportunities. 

 

Neil Pederson 

                                                        

 

 

Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Mon Nov 07, 2011 8:32 am  

NTS - continuing on on the way to and at a research 

forest near Changbai Shan. 

 

Betual costata in the foreground, Betula platyphilla in 

the background. 

 

 

general scene in the Changbai ShanForest Ecosystem 

Experiment Station experimental plot                           

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/07/world/asia/murong-xuecun-pushes-censorship-limits-in-china.html?_r=1&hp
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/07/world/asia/murong-xuecun-pushes-censorship-limits-in-china.html?_r=1&hp
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/07/world/asia/murong-xuecun-pushes-censorship-limits-in-china.html?_r=1&hp
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219&start=10#p12942
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12942
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5706&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5707&mode=view
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flaky Tilia amurensis bark. Tilis made up an 

important component of this forest 

 

 

                                        

 

smooth Tilia bark - apparently, i got pretty fascinated 

with Tilia here 

 

 

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5708&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5712&mode=view
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Pinus koriaensis and Quercus mongolica forest - Q. 

mongolica can, at times, be a spitting image of Q. 

montana                                       

 

large Quercus mongolica 

 

Pinus koriaensis seedling [EWP, no?] 

 

 

 

but, Pinus koriaensis' bark matures into P. viginiana, 

a bit, as is gets larger. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5709&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5710&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5713&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5714&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5715&mode=view
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apparently this forest gets so wet that researchers 

have put in stone paths to ease field research. 

 

more botany from the Changbai Shan Natural History 

Museum tomorrow. 

 

Neil Pederson 

 

Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Tue Nov 08, 2011 8:29 am  

After some time in the forest, I was brought to the 

Changbai Shan Mountain Research Institute and the 

Natural History Museum [two different institutes]. 

Here are some botanical pictures from those visits. 

 

I didn't see as much Juglans manshurica in the forest. 

So, here is a wood cut.                                     

Here is a wood cut of Maackii amurense 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219&start=10#p12960
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5711&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12960
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5726&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5727&mode=view
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A press of Magnolia seboldii 

 

                                        

 

Phellodendron amurense - i did see many seedlings, 

saplings and poles of the Chinese cork tree                  

 

the inner bark is a stunning yellow-gold. and, it is 

said to be  medicine, too. 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5728&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5730&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5731&mode=view
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more Phellodendrum cambium 

 

 

to follow up on James' comment: these forest frogs 

were for sale in the gift shop of the museum. to be 

fair to the plant world, cones of Korean pine seeds 

were for sale, too. 

Neil Pederson 

 

 

Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Wed Nov 23, 2011 8:19 am  

Dear NTS,  Apologies for dropping off for a bit. My 

wife and I are in the midst of baby bliss. You all are 

gonna love his birthdate: 10:10 am on 11|11|11. 

Anyhow, wanted to post this; apologies if it is 

already posted. 

 

A wild Amur tiger was caught on camera in the  

Heilongjiang Province in the mountainous 

Wandashan area of the Amur-Heilong eco-region:  

 http://goo.gl/6WsWq 

 

This region is a good bit further north than where I 

was last month. But, besides being good news for 

conservation, it drives home the point, for me, that 

this part of China - http://goo.gl/uVBXp -  is truly 

hinterland. 

 

 

Neil Pederson 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219&start=30#p13221
http://www.ents-bbs.org/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=74
http://goo.gl/6WsWq
http://goo.gl/uVBXp
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5732&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5733&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13221


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 11, November 2011 
 

41 

 

South Mountains, NC Again! 

by jamesrobertsmith » Sun Nov 06, 2011 9:00 pm  

Holy Moley! I went bushwhacking in the South 

Mountains again today. Saw a GORGEOUS forest of 

big tulip trees and a stand of still-healthy Carolina 

hemlocks on the verge of a cliff face. (They can be 

saved.) 

We found a grove of Carolina hemlocks growing and  

apparently (so far) unaffected by hwa. This grove 

culd be saved. Carolina hemlocks are present in a line 

atop the cliff face just below the summit of Buzzard's 

Roost, the highest point in the South Mountains. I 

don't know if the trees have been treated, or if they 

just haven't been hit yet.  

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3230#p12936
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12936
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The view from the cliff atop Buzzard's Roost.  In this 

photo I've marked the area in green that has the 

Carolina hemlocks. The area marked in red delineates 

what may be an old growth forest of poplars and 

oaks. Lots of big trees, whether they qualify as old 

growth, or not. 

 

 

The very steep north-facing slopes of Buzzard's 

Roost is home to an impressive forest of hardwoods. 

This poplar is by no means exceptional in the area 

below the summit and above the drainage of Clear 

Creek. We saw a number of trees larger than this one, 

including some impressive oaks. The trees here grow 

stout and tall, but my suspicion is that they've been 

hit hard by ice storms and would otherwise be even 

larger with bigger crowns. 
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Here are a couple more shots of big trees on our way 

down from the summit. 

 
This is an oak. Not sure what species. We couldn't 

get a good look at the leaves--too high. 

 
Another big poplar. Again, there were much stouter 

poplars within sight. Frankly, I was too tired at this 

point to bushwhack the slopes to them. Getting down 

from Buzzard's Roost was exhausting. We were 

following the drainage and the terrain was brutal. 

This is one of the hemlocks growing at the cliff. 

There's a bit of a grove there all along the top of the 

rock face. All appear healthy with no sign of hwa. I 

reckon I need to head back up there with lots of water 

and a sprayer. 

 

 

James Robert Smith 
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We went up Stony Ridge to the top of Propst 

Mountain, over the saddle to Buzzard Roost, then 

down the drainage between Buzzard Roost and 

Hickory Knob. 

 

 

Re: South Mountains Again! 

by jamesrobertsmith » Tue Nov 15, 2011 5:09 pm  

Park at the State Hospital Reservoir. Aka the 

Broughton Hospital Reservoir, aka Clear Creek 

Reservoir. All of that is now in state ownership and is 

part of the South Mountains State Park and will be 

the location of new campgrounds and cabins when 

the state actually has the budget freedom to construct 

such. For now there is a parking lot at the gate where 

you can pick up the trail and then bushwhack at your 

leisure. Lots of big poplars and oaks in the drainage 

as you gain elevation where the slopes are steepest. 

 

One thing I noticed about the forests, especially on 

Propst Mountain, is that it looks as if the trees have 

all been stripped due to ice storms. The trees are 

alive, but bereft of very many limbs. Lots of 

undergrowth due to so much sunlight being able to 

get to the forest floor since the canopy has been 

partially denuded. And looks to be a historically 

ongoing process. Not something that happened 

recently as a unique situation. 

 

We came down the drainage just to the north of Clear 

Creek. I could see bigger trees farther over but was 

too tired to go scope them out. Next time we're going 

to approach from a high road so that we don't have to 

make that 1700 foot climb from the lake. 

 

For a look at the Clear Creek Section master plan, go 

to this website: 

 

http://www.ncparks.gov/About/plans/master/main.ph

p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3230#p13123
http://www.ncparks.gov/About/plans/master/main.php
http://www.ncparks.gov/About/plans/master/main.php
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13123
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Monster Pines of the Central Sierra 

by M.W.Taylor » Tue Nov 08, 2011 6:48 pm  

Here are some big tree pictures mostly from my 

recent expeditions to Eldorado National Forest and 

Calaveras Big Trees State Park with Mike 

Hanuschick, the AFA assistant big trees coordinator 

for California. 

 

 

shaft-like Eldorado NF sugar pine. 8.6' dbh, 215' tall, 

5,250 cubic feet of trunk volume 

 

GIANT Calaveras sugar pine 

 

Enormous Crown of "Mondo Pondo" in Eldorado NF 

towering above its peers. Volume-4,420 cubic feet 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3240#p12975
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12975
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5757&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5753&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5761&mode=view
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Talos, the Bronze Giant. 224' tall, 7.7' dbh, 4,650 

cubic feet of trunk volume 

 

8.3' dbh Eldorado NF ponderosa with plates the size 

of a man. Volume is 4,420 cubic feet. Height 201' 

 

This Eldorado NF sugar pine is 8' thick and has 

virtually no taper. It reminds me of a parthanon 

column 

 

ENORMOUS Eldorado NF ponderosa. 8.6' dbh. 7' 

thick at 50' off the ground. 235' tall. Trunk volume 

5,400 cubic feet 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5752&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5751&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5750&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5749&mode=view
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big sugars and pondys often grow together 

 

This beast sugar pine near Calaveras SP is still over 9 

feet thick at 50 feet off the ground 

 

mini Bob VP underneath an 8.3' dbh Western white 

pine (pinus monticola) 

 

9.1' dbh sugar pine in Calaveras SP 

 

monster sugar well hidden amongst the dogwoods 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5748&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5747&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5746&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5745&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5744&mode=view
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This Sugar Pine In Calaveras SP may be the world's 

tallest. Preliminary height measurement 255'. Dbh is 

7'. 

Michael Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature's Halloween Tricks, CT 

by sam goodwin » Tue Nov 08, 2011 7:36 pm  

On Sunday we went into Ct. to check on some trees.   

We checked the Pinchot Sycamore and it suffered 

some damage but it should not have much effect on 

it. The sycamores along route 202/10 in Simsbury 

only suffered minor damage. 

Simbury Sycamore 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=161&t=3242#p12990
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5743&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5760&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5763&mode=view
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The Dewey/Granby Oak 

The Dewey/Granby oak suffered significant damage, 

about one third of the tree. The Land Trust will bring 

in a arborist who specializes in old trees to see if it 

can be saved. The trust has signs posted to stay away 

and do not remove any of the tree. We checked the 

Granby black oak off route 20 and it only lost one 

branch. I will try and down load some pictures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5762&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5759&mode=view
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Dewey/Granby Oak 

 

 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5754&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5755&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5758&mode=view
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Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Wed Nov 09, 2011 8:30 am  

Dear NTS, Moving into the Qing Yuan Secondary 

Broadleaf Research Forest. 

 

a general scene from one of the older sections of this 

secondary forest 

 

another, "it feels like home" scene                                

        

 

Acer palmatum leaves 

 

Acer palmatum trunk 

 

Acer trifolium 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3219&p=13004#p13004
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13004&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5773&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5774&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5775&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5776&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5777&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
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`  

Fraxinus rhynchophylla 

 

Malus baccata (sorry, leaves were off) 

 

 

                                        

 

Pyrus ussuriensis (sorry, leaves were off) 

 

Finally, for today - the internal investments that 

China is making are all over the place. From the 3 

week old highway north of Shenyang to the new 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5778&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5779&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5780&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5781&sid=4707e4255fbbdc2f70de02d20c26fa96&mode=view
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forest research station they are constructing [the large 

building rising in the background]. The original 

station, the one level building in front of it, is only 8 

years old. China is building! 

Neil Pederson 

 

Re: Manchuria, aka northeast China 

by Neil » Thu Nov 10, 2011 7:22 am  

A few more pictures from Qing Yuan Secondary 

Broadleaf Experimental Forest: 

Quercus mongolica acorn and cap 

 

                                        

Quercus mongolica bark with Ulmus lacinata in the 

background 

Quercus mongolica leaf 

Ulmus lacinata bark 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3219&p=13025#p13019
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13019
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5782&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5783&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5785&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5784&mode=view
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Ulmus in full autumn glory 

 

Weigela florda 

 

 

Tilia, Abies, Betula are the prominent trees from L-R 

 

 

they were conducting a gap study in the forest that they wanted to share. the really interesting thing was that the 

gaps were quite full with oak regeneration. i asked them if they had burned the forest as a part of this experiment. 

they said no. this image is one of the smaller gaps. the saplings with the orange'ish colored leaves are all oak. 

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5786&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5787&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5788&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5791&mode=view
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the pond in front of the forest administrator's house. 

this is where the trees are labeled, too. 
lovely bridge work 

                                        

 

Again, this trip wouldn't have been possible without support from Dr. Zhenju Chen (baseball cap on backwards). I 

am indebted to his hosting.

 

I'll likely take a break for a few days before moving 

to the Bhutan pictures.  

 

Neil Pederson 

 

Steve Galehouse wrote:  Neil, Joe, NTS- Acer 

palmatum, Japanese maple, is a cultivated 

ornamental everywhere in the landscape in the East, 

Midwest, and Pacific Northwest, typically as 

cultivars such as Bloodgood, Crimson Queen, and 

Viridis. It seldom escapes cultivation, and I've never 

seen naturalized, let alone invasive. It's safe, unlike 

Norway maple(or Norway spruce). Weigela florida is 

also a cultivated ornamental with many cultivars, but 

seems to not escape either. Malus baccata, Siberian 

crab, is in the lineage of many cultivated flowering 

crab varieties. Occasionally a flowering crab of 

Asian derivation is found as an escape, but not to the 

degree of being invasive. 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5789&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5790&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5792&mode=view
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Science Nation - Lord of the Tree Rings  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAOYkx8E-Gc 

 

Uploaded by VideosatNSF on Mar 31, 2011 

 

David Stahle travels to ancient forests around the 

world, collecting tree rings to learn more about 

major climate and historical events dating back 

hundreds and thousands of years. With help from the 

National Science Foundation, he uses 

Dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, to get a 

snapshot of climate change over time. Stahle can also 

determine things like the socioeconomic impact of 

droughts. In fact, in 1998, he made the front page of 

the New York Times with his discovery that drought 

could have contributed to the disappearance of 

colonists in Jamestown. He also found that 1587 was 

the driest year in 800 years. Stahle runs the Tree-ring 

Lab at the University of Arkansas and what he and 

fellow tree-ring researchers are learning is that a 

trend of global warming began in the 1800s and 

continues today, brought about by changes in 

tropical sea surface temperatures of no more than a 

few tenths of a degree Celsius. Today Stahle is 

working with hydrologists and government planners 

in California and throughout Mexico to plan for 

drought and climate change events. 

 

 

 

 

Atlanta city Rucker Height Index - 

November 2011 

by eliahd24 » Thu Nov 10, 2011 5:29 pm  

Atlanta city limits Rucker 10 Index inches past 140'!  

 

I just visited and remeasured the tallest White Oak in 

Atlanta yesterday and got a whopping 143.2' tall! 

 This was a tree Jess and Doug Riddle measured with 

me 2 years ago.  It's a skyrocket of a tree nestled at 

the bottom of a hill touching the pond in Fernbank 

Forest (publicly accessible).  With the growth (or 

apparent growth) of this tree, the Atlanta Rucker 10 

is now 140.01- fractions of an inch over 140' I 

suppose! 

 

Also this tree just surpassed PIgnut Hickory as the 

2nd tallest in the city.  The Tulip reigns supreme at 

22 feet taller than the White.  I'm still amazed at the 

great forests in this (over) developed city! 

 

Species                                Height' 

Liriodendron tulipifera        165.90 

Quercus alba                        143.20 

Carya glabra                        142.60 

Pinus taeda                          142.20 

Liquidambar styraciflua      140.20 

Quercus rubra                      139.20 

Quercus coccinea                133.10 

Fraxinus americana              131.60 

Pinus echinata                      131.60 

Tilia americana                    130.50 

Rucker Index                        140.01 

 

If any ENTS members are interested in visiting this 

tree or any other specimen trees in the area, feel free 

to contact me. 

ATL Rucker10- 2011.pdf 

Eli Dickerson 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=3245#p13009
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAOYkx8E-Gc
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=1961&p=13031#p13031
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=1961&p=13031#p13031
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5794
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13031
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The tallest linden of Europe 

by Kouta Räsänen » Sat Nov 12, 2011 12:53 pm  

Here a story about how poorly we still know the 

maximum heights European trees are capable to 

attain. 

 

In Hartenstein, Saxony, Germany, there is an large 

old linden tree called Rotmühlenlinde. A book states 

it is 44 meters (144 ft) tall and the species is large-

leaved linden (Tilia platyphyllos). It would be the 

tallest European linden with a wide marginal. 

 

Last summer, I drove there to measure the tree. It was 

only 30 meters (98 ft) tall and not large-leaved but 

small-leaved linden (T. cordata). After the 

measurement I drove away through the town, and 

after the town center I saw from my car a tall-looking 

linden tree in a small deciduous forest patch. I had no 

time to make an extra stop, but in August, I returned 

Hartenstein and measured the latter tree with a friend 

of mine (Christoph Hase, in the photo). The tree is a 

double trunked large-leaved linden, and it turned to 

be 38.6 meters (127 ft) tall, the tallest laser 

measured large-leaved linden with a marginal of 3.4 

meters (11 ft), and the tallest of any European 

linden species with a marginal of 1.4 meters (4.6 ft). 

I have marked the highest point with an arrow in the 

photo below. The foliage in the foreground is of 

Norway maple (Acer platanoides). 

 

The CBH of both trunks together is 5.27 m. There is 

a very narrow opening between the two trunks from 

the height of about 1 meter, and we managed to get 

my measuring tape between the trunks with great 

effort; the CBH of the taller trunk is 3.73 m. I 

measured the height with Nikon Laser 550A S. 

Other poor measurements from the same book: 

 

- Tilia platyphyllos 42 m - my measurement 28 m 

- T. platyphyllos 42 m - my measurement 32 m 

 

 

                                        

 

                                                        

Both are really T. platyphyllos. The two species are 

easy to identify with leaves, but winter identification 

may be very difficult. Hybridization of the two 

species further complicates the identification. The 

hybrid, T. x europaea, is often planted and also 

occurs naturally. Some trees identified 

morphologically as T. platyphyllos are in reality 

hybrids. 

 

There are two further native linden species in Europe: 

T. tomentosa in eastern Europe and T. dasystyla in 

Krym/Ukraine. Thus, Tilia is one of the few tree 

genera more diverse in Europe than in North 

America. 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3259&p=13070#p13061
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13061
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5795&mode=view
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Kouta Räsänen 

 

Huge sassafras tree, NC 

by carrolldixon » Sat Nov 12, 2011 12:06 pm  

Hello,I"m from western Norh Carolina. There is a 

huge sassafras tree in Maggie Valley,NC that I would 

like to get on your list of big trees. My father said a 

man came from Asheville in the 1930"s to meaure 

this tree and said it was the largest sassafras tree in 

North Caroline at that time.He didn"t remember if 

this man was from the forest service or from some 

college.I have never measured this tree but I drive by 

it most every day and it is at least 6' in dia. or more. 

Caroll Dixon 

Re: huge sassafras tree, NC 

by edfrank » Sat Nov 12, 2011 3:10 pm  

Carol,  Is this the sassafras you are talking about?   

 

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/north_car

olina/maggie_valley_tanglewood_sassafr.htm 

 

 

Photo of  the locally famous Tanglewood sassafras in 

Maggie Valley, NC. I measured it at 16'4" cbh x 51' 

tall and it has bark like a western conifer. Definitely 

in the "freak-show" category since it is vastly larger 

than any other in the region. It has been brutally 

topped with mere sprouts composing the upper 

crown. Will Blozan, Aug 29, 2004. 

 

This is the National Champion Sassafras in KY: 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3258&p=13067#p13060
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3258&p=13067#p13067
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/north_carolina/maggie_valley_tanglewood_sassafr.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/north_carolina/maggie_valley_tanglewood_sassafr.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5796&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13060
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13067
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photo by Michael Davie 

 

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1016/is_n5-

6_v100/ai_15473433/ 

 

The ENTS method and Longwood 

Gardens 

by pabigtrees » Fri Nov 11, 2011 10:49 pm  

Hello all.  I have been away.  I hope everyone is well. 

 

Ed has asked me to share my work at Longwood 

Gardens with ENTS. 

 

I started at Longwood 

http://www.longwoodgardens.org  almost four years 

ago.  I was asked to show the arborist team how to 

measure trees properly.  After a short demonstration 

of the ENTS method, I asked if they needed help part 

time, and I was hired on the spot.   

 

They wanted to document every tree on the property. 

 The process is : 

 

locate and identify the tree.  Most are already 

accessioned, having a tag with a number identifying 

them. 

Using the ENTS method, measure the tree 

Analyze the tree, inspecting for issues concerning 

maintenance, defects, previous work completed 

(lightning protection, cables, braces etc) 

Photograph the tree 

Enter all data collected into a spreadsheet format, and 

with photos, submit to the curator. 

 

The curatorial dept. in turn enters the data into 

BGbase (an inventory system)  BGmap  (GPS locates 

the trees for mapping) 

Plant Explorer (online database for the visitor to plan 

visits or view trees online) and finally the digital 

gallery (huge bank of photos for use in presentations, 

articles and the like) 

 

The gardens proper, where the visitor can go contain 

just over 3500 trees.  The perimeter areas are in 

process, but will be thousands more.  Maybe I can get 

an award for measuring so many.   I also look for 

champions of course, as is my original hobby. 

 http://www.pabigtrees.com  Longwood has 60 

champions in the garden and about 30 so far in the 

perimeter.  Many of these trees are odd species that 

you may never find anywhere else. 

 

Recently I have been given a second task.  I am to 

analyze the older trees (accessions beginning with 

"L") and select the best example per species so they 

can propagate them in our nursery for future 

replacements.  I haven't begun to think about how I 

will select the "best" tree, but I will decide on that 

later. 

 

Longwood has introduced signage and QR codes 

displaying the champions, along with tours self and 

guided.  I also lead a bus tour once a year where we 

go look at big trees for 8 hours. 

 

It has turned into quite the position, and will continue 

to grow. 

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1016/is_n5-6_v100/ai_15473433/
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1016/is_n5-6_v100/ai_15473433/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=3&t=3256#p13055
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=3&t=3256#p13055
http://www.longwoodgardens.org/
http://www.pabigtrees.com/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13055
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I would like to plug my new book, Big trees of 

Pennsylvania  2011 edition for sale postage paid for 

$15 through my website.  Thank you to those who 

have already purchased a copy. 

 

Please respond with questions or answers. 

 

Scott Wade 

 

More KMD state forest, MA 

by johnofthetrees » Sat Nov 12, 2011 6:32 pm  

I have taken several more trips to the Kenneth M 

Dubuque state forest in Hawley and adjoining land in 

the Savoy Mountain state forest in search of 

additional trees to complete a Rucker index for the 

site.  Earlier trips to the coves at the lower elevations 

resulted in finding several groves of large pine trees, 

including one over 150' tall and at least 10 over 140' 

but few tall trees of other species.  On my recent trips 

I visited the higher coves and benches and found 

richer groves of hardwoods and an exceptional pine 

grove.  

 

I am looking at the site as lying in the Chickley river 

valley.  The Chickley river is a major tributary of the 

Deerfield river, which it enters from the south at the 

town center of Charlemont.  The Chickley river 

watershed, composed of the Chickley River and 

about 10 named tributaries, runs from Plainfield to 

the south, Savoy to the west, and most of West 

Hawley from the east, and covers about 60 km2. 

 Elevations for the Chickley river itself range from 

200m near its outlet to about 420m where  it is 

formed from the union of Tilton and Horsefords 

brooks.  The surrounding terrain is mostly quite steep 

and rises on average about 200m above the river. 

 The high land levels off and was extensively cleared 

and inhabited in the 1800's.  The area is mostly 

depopulated now, and more than half of the town of 

Hawley is state forest.  The forest contains lots of 

pine and hemlock, as well as ash, maples, birches and 

red oak, with minor representation of basswood, 

cherry, beech, aspen and red spruce.  Most of the 

forest is under 80 yo by my estimate, especially 

where the slopes are not steep, but there are pockets 

and individual trees that are quite a bit older.   

 

Here is my Rucker index list for the Chickley valley. 

 I included two trees, the red oak and the aspen, from 

my family property, which is at the northern end of 

the valley.  The rest are on state forest land. 

 

White Pine  153.7'h 14.62'c (double) 

White Ash    132 7.34 

Eastern Hemlock   120.5 7.49 

American Basswood 115 7.58 

American Beech  114.9 6.58 

Red Oak   113.9 5.95 

Sugar Maple  112.7 5.64 

Red Maple  111.9 5.97 

Black Cherry  109.2 ? 

Bigtooth Aspen  108.4 3.97 

Rucker Index (10) 119.2 not too bad! 

 

I also found an exceptional grove of pines on the top 

of a hill.  There were several 140'-148' pines and 3 

over 150' (151.7' x 9.27', 150.9' x 9.74', 150.4' x 

8.22'), as well as another hemlock over 120'.  The 

Chickley valley now has 5 pines over 150' tall!  Here 

are some pictures of the site. 

This is one of the new 150' pines 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3262#p13071
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13071
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5797&mode=view
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Here is the 115' beech.  It is marked with paint, as it 

is on the boundary of the forest. 

     
114.9' beech 

Many of the trees are to be found alongside Mill 

brook, a tributary of the Chickley

             
pool on Mill brook 

The road was washed out during the storm Irene 

 road becomes streambed 

Not crossing this bridge any time soon! 

bridge out 

There are still new areas to look into, and it is a nice 

place for a walk, too. 

 

John Eicholz 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5798&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5799&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5800&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5801&mode=view
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Yellow-cedar 

by Mighty Mo » Fri Nov 11, 2011 8:27 pm  

I,m a retired forester.  I worked in research for both 

Weyerhaeuser Company and the US Forest Service. 

 I have been retired for 20 years and during 

retirement I have been interested in locating and 

photographing yellow-cedar (also known as Alaska 

cedar) in southern BC, WA, OR, and northern CA. 

 To date I have a little over 300 locations and over 

1000 photographs of yellow-cedar.  There are more 

locations I want to visit but time, money, and now 

that I am 81 years old physical energy, prevents me 

from visiting all the locations I would like.  I have 

photos of ancient YC (trees 700 to > 1000 years old) 

at a number of locations in the Olympics and 

Cascades of WA.  Some of the locations are readily 

accessible - others require a long trail hike.  I am 

willing to take anyone out to see these trees.  How 

about an expedition during late August or early 

September 2012?  This time of year the bugs and 

snow are just about gone. 

2010 - A Tale of Two Cedars PNW-GTR-828 

ANCIENT YELLOW-CEDAR GROVES IN THE 

OLYMPIC MOUNTAINS, WASHINGTON by 

Marshall D. Murray 

 

http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/olympia/silv/publications/

No612_gtr828_Murray_OlympicYellowCedar.pdf 

 

I have been a 'tree lover' since I was 12 years old!! 

 

Marshall D. Murray 

Centralia,  WA 

 

500 Exceptional Trees of Ukraine 

by edfrank » Fri Nov 11, 2011 9:45 am  

There was a flurry of posts regarding trees in the 

Ukraine today on Facebook.  I have copied the 

information here for the rest of the NTS members to 

peruse.      Edward Frank 

Investing in National Parks for Our 

Heritage and Our Economy 

by edfrank » Fri Nov 11, 2011 12:25 pm  

Made in America 

Investing in National Parks for Our Heritage and Our 

Economy 

 

Made in America 

 
Download Report 

http://www.npca.org/park_policy/pdf/Made_In_Ame

rica_Report.pdf 

(PDF, 3.73 MB, 56 pages) 

 

 

NPCA has just released a new report on the long-

term impact of additional funding cuts on many our 

most treasured national parks. I hope you will learn 

more about this important new report and also join us 

for a live chat about it on Facebook this coming 

Tuesday, November 15, at noon EST. 

 

Made in America: Investing in National Parks for 

Our Heritage and Our Economy examines our most 

challenged national parks at a time when Washington 

policymakers seek to reduce our national debt. 

 

For the second year in a row, America's national 

parks face the likely erosion of funding. This will 

mean fewer rangers to greet us, help us plan our 

visits, and respond to emergencies. It also means that 

parks won't be adequately maintained, resources will 

suffer damage, wildlife will be more vulnerable to 

poachers, and development threats may increase. 

 

For example, in Everglades National Park, staff is 

needed to fight exotic wildlife like pythons, fish and 

the Nile monitor, which eat native species. Further 

cuts could worsen the situation. 

 

And in Olympic National Park, funding for basic 

maintenance projects is in short supply and the park 

must rely heavily on entrance fees to repair trails, 

replace aging pit toilets, install new picnic tables, and 

install bear-proof food lockers. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3255#p13049
http://www.ents-bbs.org/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=402
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/olympia/silv/publications/No612_gtr828_Murray_OlympicYellowCedar.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/olympia/silv/publications/No612_gtr828_Murray_OlympicYellowCedar.pdf
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=293&t=3252#p13043
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=244&t=3253#p13045
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=244&t=3253#p13045
http://www.npca.org/park_policy/pdf/Made_In_America_Report.pdf
http://www.npca.org/park_policy/pdf/Made_In_America_Report.pdf
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13049
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13043
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13045
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Made in America shows that our national parks are 

critical to supporting the livelihood of businesses and 

communities across the country. In fact, they support 

$13.3 billion in local, private-sector economic 

activity and 267,000 jobs annually. 

 

Our national parks are economic engines, civic 

necessities, and sources of American pride and 

inspiration. During a time of economic hardship, we 

need to adequately fund the places that protect our 

American heritage and draw tourists from throughout 

the world. 

 

http://www.npca.org/park_policy/made-in-

america.html 

 

Yellowstone, Gettysburg, the Statue of Liberty and 

the Flight 93 Memorial are among the many national 

parks that we, as Americans, own together. Keeping 

this magnificent collection of places well-managed 

and open to everyone costs less than 1/13th of one 

percent of the federal budget— quite a bargain for a 

park system that inspires visitors from around the 

world and produces nearly 270,000 private sector 

jobs across the country. 

 

Yet for the second year in a row, America’s national 

parks face an erosion of funding necessary to serve 

the public and protect park resources. And the overall 

appropriation for the National Park Service (NPS) is 

nearly $400 million (or 13%) less than it was 10 

years ago. Not only will this mean fewer rangers to 

greet us, help us plan our visits, and respond to 

emergencies, but it also means that parks won’t be 

adequately maintained, resources will suffer damage, 

wildlife will be more vulnerable to poachers, and 

development threats will increase. 

 

In FY 2011, funding for the National Park Service 

was reduced by nearly $140 million, including an 

$11.5 million reduction for operations. In tight 

budget times, it’s reasonable for the National Park 

Service to operate frugally. But thrifty operation isn’t 

enough to keep parks solvent: national parks today 

receive just 82 cents for every dollar they need to pay 

for the rangers who are fulfilling the experience of 

millions of annual visitors and protecting the parks’ 

treasures. And threats are mounting: according to the 

recently-enacted Budget Control Act of 2011, if 

Congress is unable to agree on a level of spending 

and revenue that reduces the budget, programs from 

defense to national parks will be subject to a 

budgetary sequester—which means national park 

budgets could be cut by as much as 9%. 

 

As this report shows, cuts equal to or even half that 

amount would be disastrous for many national parks.  

 

Re: North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove 

11/13/2011 

by tomhoward » Sun Nov 13, 2011 9:13 pm  

NTS,  On this beautiful cool sunny breezy day I had a 

glorious visit to the old growth North Syracuse 

Cemetery Oak Grove.  

 

The oaks are past the peak of their autumn glory, but 

they are still magnificent. Many of the oaks are bare, 

and their incredibly gnarled limbs are easily visible. 

Leaves remaining on the oaks are mostly a radiant 

bronze. White Oak #32 still has a few purple leaves. I 

could hear the wind rustling the oak leaves, and birds 

singing in the distance. There are many young Black 

Gums in the grove, and in the still dry vernal pool are 

several Royal Fern clumps on hummocks. This grove 

has the best “Old Growth Air” (compliments to Joan 

Maloof for this term) I have experienced in this area. 

These densely packed old growth oaks do something 

to make the air more breathable, and the grove was at 

its best on a day like this, with a southerly breeze 

causing a spring-like smell of the Earth to mingle 

with the fresh fragrance of autumn oak leaves. The 

Red Maple at the east edge of the grove that was in 

full green leaf Oct. 30, is now bare. 

 

I updated the dbh of the following oaks: 

 

White Oak #10                38.9 

White Oak #15                26.2 

White Oak #23                31.4 

White Oak #24                24.7 

White Oak #33                38.5 

White Oak #37                34.2 

White Oak #38                 42 

Red Oak #26                    31.1 

http://www.npca.org/park_policy/made-in-america.html
http://www.npca.org/park_policy/made-in-america.html
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206#p13090
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206#p13090
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13090
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Red Oak #35                26.5 (north of Black Gum 34) 

Red Oak                        23.2 (east of Black Gum #34) 

 

Number of Big Oaks in North Syracuse Cemetery 

Oak Grove as of 11/12/2011: 

(“Big Oak” defined as 20”+ dbh or 100+ ft. tall) 

White Oak        16 

Red Oak        16 

Black Oak          1 

That is a lot in less than 1.5 acres. 

 

In the second growth forest to the north of the grove 

are about 9 White Pines. One of the White Pines, a 

small rough-barked tree, rises out of the base of a 

larger Red Maple. Near it is a 3-trunked White Pine, 

and near that Pine is a larger 2-trunked White Pine 

103 ft. tall, according to the most recent height 

measurement. This double White Pine is festooned 

with large Poison Ivy vines. 

 

Tom Howard 

 

Confusing red oak family tree ID 

by AndrewJoslin » Wed Jul 20, 2011 12:18 am  

Need some help ID'ing this oak. It's in Franklin Park, 

Boston Massachusetts. For a couple of years I've 

thought it was a pin oak, above the lower trunk it has 

smooth almost slate gray bark that looks like pin oak. 

Recently I returned to it to photograph a wild honey 

bee hive up in the tree and did a double take, the 

leaves were not pin oak, looked more like red oak or 

perhaps scarlet oak. The overall form of the tree and 

bark texture/color looks wrong for red oak. Best 

guess is scarlet oak. Comments? 

 

Note: it's possible this is an out of range southern 

species, some odd trees/exotics (for eastern Mass.) 

planted in this park including tuliptree, cucumber 

magnolia, sweetgum etc. 

 

 

 

 

Base of the tree 

 

Leaf detail upper crown 

 

Very smooth bark major crown limbs 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=2751#p10659
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=10659
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Looking up the trunk (photo 2008, red maple and 

amur cork leaves around the trunk) 

 

Look at larger version to see leaf shapes (photo 2008) 

 

 

Andrew Joslin 

 

 

Re: Confusing red oak family tree ID 

by TN_Tree_Man » Wed Jul 20, 2011 8:35 am  

Either Pin oak (Quercus palustris) or Nuttall oak (Q. 

nuttallii). Any idea of fall leaf color (from previous 

visits)?  If smoke colored--is pin oak, if red--is 

Nuttall oak. 

 

These two species are very similar in their 

appearance. 

 

Steve Springer 

 

 

Re: Confusing red oak family tree ID 

by DougBidlack » Sun Nov 13, 2011 5:26 pm  

Andrew,  I think there is a good chance your tree is 

scarlet oak.  I kinda thought this when I first saw this 

post but I really wanted more evidence...and then I 

forgot about the subject until recently.  The leaves do 

look funny and certainly not what most books will 

show regarding 'typical' leaves, but they are actually 

very common on scarlet oaks around here 

(southeastern MA).  Here is a picture that I took of 

leaves that I picked up today in my backyard. 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/naturejournal/2936370170/sizes/o/in/set-72157607978649159/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=2751#p10668
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=2751#p13088
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=10668
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13088
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5814&mode=view
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The center left leaves are more like what you'll see in 

most books.  Some of those on the bottom are more 

like the ones in your picture.  Here are a couple more 

pictures of leaves on really young trees. 

 

 

Here is a picture of the bark of a scarlet oak on the 

edge of my property.  It is a good bit smaller than 

yours but the bark looks similar. 

Your pictures of leaves and bark look to be within the 

limits of the scarlet oaks that I've seen and I was just 

up in the JP area yesterday with my family and I 

noticed a bunch of scarlet oaks all over the place. 

 

Have you been to this tree recently to check out the 

fall color? 

 

Doug 

 

                                        

 

 

Re: Confusing red oak family tree ID 

by Steve Galehouse » Mon Nov 14, 2011 12:13am  

Andrew, The trunk and bark look exactly like a pin 

oak to me, and not like a scarlet oak. The foliage is 

not typical for pin oak, and because of that I think it 

is likely a hybrid between pin oak and another red 

oak type, probably northern red oak or another red 

oak species native to the area. In that it looks like a 

good sized tree, I doubt it would be a southern 

introduction. Red oak species hybridize freely, and 

there are many individual trees that have intermediate 

characteristics and are hard to identify. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=2751#p13093
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5815&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5816&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5817&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13093
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New 150ft+ hardwood species for 

California ? 

by M.W.Taylor » Mon Nov 14, 2011 2:05 pm  

Zane Moore of the Santa Cruz has just reported a 

tanoak measuring 150.4 feet tall in the Santa Cruz 

area. The dbh of the tree is less than 2'. Site altitude 

1500 feet. I hope to have independent height 

verification of this tree soon and the tall sycamore 

Zane found and I will post the results. Zane also 

reports finding a higher leader on the 152ft + 

sycamore I reported a few weeks ago. The height of 

the tree is now estimated at 155.4 ft above the 

average ground level. 

 

Michael Taylor 

WNTS VP 

AFA Cal Big Trees Coordinator 

http://www.landmarktrees.net 

 

Obscure pop cultural reference to tree-

rings 

by edfrank » Mon Nov 14, 2011 10:55 pm  

Some posts to the ITRDB Forum: 

from David M. Lawrence: 

Unfortunately, I wasn't paying that close attention to 

the television when I heard it, but Turner Classic 

Movies is playing (as I write) the 1942 movie "I 

Married a Witch" starring Frederic March and 

Veronica Lake. 

 

In an early scene, a lightning bolt strikes a tree and 

releases the souls of two -- a father and daughter -- 

burned for witchcraft in the 17th century.  The soul of 

the daughter (voiced by Veronica Lake) wonders why 

their corn field is no longer present. The father 

(voiced by Cecil Kellaway) says you have to expect a 

lot of changes in 2xx years.  She asks him how he 

knows how much time has passed, and he says, "I  

counted the tree rings." 

 

That's pretty good cultural awareness of a discipline 

really only a couple of decades old. 

 

from April Chiriboga: 

I've got two more to add: Alfred Hitchcock's movie, 

Vertigo. The character, Madeleine, points ata 

crossdated tree and says: "Here I was born, and here I 

died" 

 

And there are two episodes of a TV series called 

Bones, a murder/mystery/procedural, which refer to 

dendrochronology. Sadly both demonstrate a serious 

misunderstanding of the science/ methods/biology. In 

the one episode they date how long ago a body was 

buried-no details are give as to how to do this other 

than the entire tree being cut down and reassembled 

in a lab. In the other episode they find the bullet hole 

from a gun used in a murder at a height of 12 feet off 

the ground. It is explained that when the murder 

occurred, the tree was shorter, and the bullet hole 

"grew up to that height".  sigh. At least the classics 

get it right. 

 From Ryszard  Kaczka: 

Talking about pop culture reference to tree-rings, it is 

worth to mention next TV series: X-files. In one of 

the earlier seasons (season one, episode Darkness 

Falls) FBI agents investigated disappearance of 

loggers from primeval forest somewhere in West 

Coast. The nice thing is that they show increment 

borer, know how to count rings and even mention 

environment influence on tree grow. 

 

Re: Obscure pop cultural reference to 

tree-rings 

by Rand » Tue Nov 15, 2011 2:01 pm  

CSI Las Vegas had an episode where a murder 

weapon got thrown up in a tree (a hammer or 

something), and got lodged in a fork.  Something like 

15 years later they came back, found the nearly 

engulfed object, cut it out and counted the rings to 

find out how long it had been there. 

Rand Brown 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3267#p13102
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3267#p13102
http://www.landmarktrees.net/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=3268#p13109
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=3268#p13109
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=3268#p13122
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=3268#p13122
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13102
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13109
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13122
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Savage Gulf State Park Hemlock 

Preservation 

by Will Blozan » Sun Nov 13, 2011 2:11 pm  

NTS,  Last week my company, Appalachian 

Arborists, began treatments of eastern hemlocks 

(Tsuga canadensis) for the eminent arrival of 

hemlock woolly adelgid (Adelges tsugae) in Savage 

Gulf State Park (SGSP). As most of you are aware 

this insect has decimated hemlock stands in adjacent 

lands in NC, SC, GA, and TN. SGSP contains what is 

arguably one of the finest remaining old-growth 

hemlock forests remaining in the southern range of 

the species. 

View up Savage Creek from North Rim Trail 

                               

 

                                        

Savage Creek from South Rim Trail 

                                

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=124&t=3264#p13085
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=124&t=3264#p13085
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13085
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5803&mode=view
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Jason among the ancient on Savage Creek 

 I won’t bore you with details of the park as copious 

amounts of information can be found online and the 

ENTS website. Two stellar ENTS- Michael Davie 

and Jess Riddle- have visited the park before and 

their trip reports can be found here: 

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldt ... _redux.htm 

 

The bottom-line; SGSP has the second highest 

Rucker Index yet recorded for the eastern forests. It 

currently stands at 152.5- second only to Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park (RI= 168.3). 

Although I will have limited time for detailed 

exploration, I envision inching the RI up a bit as this 

project progresses. I will be walking in vast areas of 

tall tree potential and of course I will have my 

measuring gear! 

                                        

Hemlock and sycamore, Savage Creek 

                                

 

                                        

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/tennessee/savage2/savage_gulf_redux.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5806&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5807&mode=view
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Close-up of sycamore, Savage Creek 

Funding for this project is coming from Tennessee 

State Parks and this is the first large-scale treatment 

in the Cumberland Plateau region. Many other sites 

have large amounts of hemlock forest as well and 

plans are underway to work towards their 

preservation. 

 

A main obstacle of course is funding but also finding 

people who have the experience to do the 

applications. Generally, hemlocks on the Cumberland 

Plateau are in deep, cool, shaded ravines and 

canyons. The terrain is rough, steep, dangerous, and 

very challenging. Add rosebay rhododendron and 

mountain laurel thickets to the steep slopes, cliffs, 

and talus and you can get the idea. It is not for the 

faint of heart or timid casual hiker. I fully expect to 

be pushed to the limits with this project. 

                                        

Jason Childs and Nick Smith contemplating a plan of 

attack 

Steep terrain 

                                

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5808&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5805&mode=view
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Sewanee University has done tons of work in 

preparation for this project as well as other sites in 

the region. They have produced a very helpful map of 

individual hemlocks in SGSP which we use to help 

assess how much material to bring in. Here is a 

sample of the map; every green dot is a canopy 

dominant hemlock. Solid green areas are dense 

groves. The area below is upper Savage Creek which 

we started last week. As far as old-growth quality and 

aesthetics, it contains some of the most impressive 

hemlock I have ever seen. And I have seen a lot of 

hemlock forest! 

                                        

Map excerpt (Some trails labeled wrong) 

Of course, not every tree can be saved but for this 

project we are treating every hemlock over 12" (30.5 

cm) diameter within 150' (46 m) of the main creeks 

and tributaries. Also, some select trails are being 

similarly treated. The insecticide used is imidacloprid 

which should give these trees 4-7 years of protection 

based on my experience with this pest under similar 

conditions. The treatment area is in the neighborhood 

of 33.5 miles (KM) long and 300 feet (92 m) wide. 

There is a minor setback for applications near water 

but basically we are looking at around 1,200 acres 

(493 ha) of treatment area. This is comparable to the 

successful chemically treated stands in Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park. We anticipate treating over 

20,000 trees. 

 

But enough about hemlocks. I have measured one 

super-tree already which may have been one Jess or 

Mike already measured. It was a 35” dbh shagbark 

hickory (Carya ovata) that soared to 154.2’. I also 

measured a Carolina buckthorn (Rhamnus 

caroliniana) at 3.1” (7.9 cm) dbh X 24.9’ (7.6 m) tall- 

the tallest I have seen. The hickory was stunning but 

fit right in with the superlative high canopy 

surrounding it. The cucumbertree (Magnolia 

acuminata), northern red oak (Quercus rubra var. 

rubra), white basswood (Tilia heterophylla), and 

tuliptree (Liriodendron tulipifera) next to it where all 

over 140’ (42.7 m) based on straight-up laser shots. 

This place is unreal! 

 

154' shagbark hickory 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5809&mode=view
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Tall red oak near hickory- the reported 172 footer? 

Oh yeah, one other tree which I think Jess and Mike 

measured. I would have to say it is the largest volume 

Virginia pine (Pinus virginiana) I have ever seen- a 

slow-tapered beast 27” (68.6 cm) dbh X 112.3’ (34.2 

m) tall. I have never seen one with such volume! This 

tree was on the North Rim Trail just about 30 yards 

(27 m) west after crossing Meadow Creek. HUGE! 

                                        

Giant Virginia pine 

Huge Virginia pine crown detail- just look at that 

thing!!! 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5813&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5810&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5812&mode=view
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As we work our way through the project I will post 

periodic updates of what we have done and found. 

My firsthand experience with the forest of the park 

after this project should yield valuable sites for 

further exploration in a future ENTS rendezvous I 

have in mind. 

 

Will Blozan 

 

Re: Savage Gulf State Park Hemlock 

Preservation 

by Neil » Tue Nov 15, 2011 7:22 pm  

a few bits of additional information. the hemlocks 

have been dated to 1610 by Dr. Ed Cook. Jess Riddle, 

Dan Griffin and I went back to update the collection 

a couple of years ago. While we didn't push back to 

before 1610 (we only got to 1635), we got a good 

number of hemlock dating to the mid to late-1600s.  

 

it is indeed a cool place. 

 

Neil Pederson 

 

Washington Grove City Park 

by adam.rosen » Sun Nov 13, 2011 11:18 am  

This terrific urban old growth spot now has a face 

book page.  Many pictures that ENTS will recognize 

as fine old growth. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-o ... 

7090453217 

 

Adam Rosen 

 

 

 

Re: Washington Grove City Park 

by lucager1483 » Mon Nov 14, 2011 12:57 am  

When I visited the park a couple of years ago, I was 

struck by the number and size of the old oaks.  If I 

remember correctly, the largest trees were generally 

the black and red oaks - some of the biggest of their 

kind I've seen.  There's also several tall butternut and 

sassafras trees, and a few American chestnut sprouts. 

 The variety of hardwood species is very similar to 

the Wizard of Oz grove in N. Syracuse, though the 

Rochester trees are, on average, much larger girth-

wise.    

 

Elijah Whitcomb 

 

Re: Washington Grove City Park 

by adam.rosen » Mon Nov 14, 2011 5:33 pm  

I don't have too much to add to that.  I plan on 

measuring a  black oak there--the largest.  I used my 

not-so-trusty stick method to get some heights in the 

120's, but more work needs to be done in that 

department.  The oaks are black, white and red. 

 There are also some nice maples.  I did a ring count 

on a smaller downed oak and got 220+ on a smaller 

oak. I emphasize the smaller!  The large black oak 

there is huge!  The bole on it goes up and up with no 

interruptions.  Funny how groves can have one 

dominant tree.  Liverpool grove is the same way with 

it's huge maple. 

 

Also--Washington grove has a very tall black cherry 

that must be 9'CBH.  I want to measure that particular 

tree--the largest black cherry I have ever seen. 

Adam's father in Washington Grove. 

Attachments 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=124&t=3264#p13124
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=124&t=3264#p13124
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3263#p13080
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Washington-Grove/129227090453217
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Washington-Grove/129227090453217
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3263#p13095
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3263#p13104
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13124
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13080
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13095
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13104
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Here is a photo of Rochester Native and my father, 

Rick Rosen, in the grove. 

 

Adam Rosen 

 

 

Re: Washington Grove City Park 

by tomhoward » Tue Nov 15, 2011 9:17 pm  

Adam, Elijah, 

 

I definitely have to visit this grove! 

 

Old growth oak groves are my specialty, and this site 

looks like a sister to the old growth oak groves in 

North Syracuse. In North Syracuse the oaks are also 

black, white, and red. 

 

We have tall Sassafras (85-90 ft. here), and American 

Chestnut sprouts. There is Butternut in North 

Syracuse, but not so much in the oak groves. In the 

Tuliptree Cathedral in Green Lakes State Park is a 

Butternut over 20” dbh and 107 ft. tall. 

 

The stick method tends to exaggerate tree heights, 

and a 120 ft. oak is a stretch in upstate NY. As far as 

I know the tallest in upstate NY are: White Oak, John 

Lennon Tree in Wizard of Oz grove (115 ft.), Black 

Oak in North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove (105 

ft.), Red Oak in Zoar Valley (140 ft.). (In central NY 

the tallest Red Oaks I know of are about 118 ft. tall in 

the old growth mixed hardwood forest of Green 

Lakes). According to ENTS records that I have seen, 

the tallest White Oak in NY is 121.6 ft. tall at 

Vanderbilt Estate downstate, tallest Black Oak in NY 

106 ft. tall at Welwyn Preserve on Long Island, 

tallest Red Oak 140 ft. at Zoar Valley. 

 

The 220+ ring count you got on the smaller oak is 

awesome! Was that tree a White Oak? White Oak 

usually grows slower than Red Oak or Black Oak. 

Size and age do not always correspond; in other 

words, bigger is not always older. The largest trees in 

the Wizard of Oz grove are Red Oaks that are no 

older than 150 years (and they go to 4 ft. dbh); the 

Black Oaks there are no older. But the smaller White 

Oaks in that grove reach estimated ages of 200 or 

more years. The highest ring count I got there was 

from a long dead White Oak snag stump only 18” 

diameter with 220 rings. The highest ring count in the 

North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove was also from a 

long dead White Oak snag stump 18” diameter with 

190 rings. The oldest trees, by estimate, in both oak 

groves are not oaks but Black Gums (in Wizard of Oz 

grove, Anne Frank Black Gum 20” dbh, 94.5 ft. tall 

and estimated 240 years old, and in North Syracuse 

Cemetery Oak Grove Black Gum 19.9” dbh, 78 ft. 

tall, super-gnarly and estimated 300 years old). Do 

you have Black Gums in Washington Grove? 

 

I’m looking forward to your measurements of the 

giant Black Oak in Washington Grove! I absolutely 

have to see that tree! The great Black Oak in North 

Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove (45.8” dbh, 105 ft. 

tall) is the largest forest-grown Black Oak I know of 

in central NY. The largest Black Oak I’ve ever seen 

is an open-grown tree in Mt. Adnah Cemetery in 

Fulton – single trunk 74” dbh but only about 70 ft. 

tall, and no more than about 200 years old.  

 

The Wizard of Oz grove also has some magnificent 

old growth Red Maples, including a shaggy twisty 

one 26.7” dbh and at least 110 ft. tall.  

 

I’d like to see the big Black Cherry at Washington 

Grove, too. The largest Black Cherries in this area are 

about the same size, but in the old growth Lily Dale 

Grove (Conifer-Northern Hardwood type) in 

Chautauqua County are much larger ones, Black 

Cherries to over 12 ft. girth and over 130 ft. tall. 

 

Tom Howard 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3263#p13127
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5828&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13127
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The Treaty Oak, Jacksonville, FL 

by Hook » Wed Nov 16, 2011 4:58 pm  

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2651572

936690.2148102.1476760571&type=3 

 

The Treaty Oak is an octopus-like Southern live oak 

(Quercus virginiana) in Jacksonville, Florida. The 

tree is estimated to be 250 years old and may be the 

single oldest living thing in Jacksonville, predating 

the founding of the city by Isaiah Hart during the 

1820s. 

 

The tree has a trunk over 25 feet in circumference, it 

rises to height of 70 feet, and its crown spreads over 

145 feet, with twisting branches that bow to the 

ground and curl back up. The oak shades a roughly 

circular area, about 190 feet in diameter. 

 

The name's origin is generally believed to be related 

to some local apocryphal stories about peace accords 

between Native Americans and Spanish or American 

settlers signed under its branches. In reality, the name 

was created by the Florida Times-Union journalist 

Pat Moran who, in an attempt to rescue it from 

destruction by developers, wrote an article in the 

early 1930s claiming a treaty had been signed at the 

site by native Floridians and early settlers and called 

it Treaty Oak. Prior to that, the tree was known 

simply as Giant Oak 

 

Duane Hook 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=72&t=3273#p13139
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2651572936690.2148102.1476760571&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2651572936690.2148102.1476760571&type=3
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13139
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Re: Monster Pines of the Central Sierra 

by M.W.Taylor » Sun Nov 13, 2011 9:09 pm  

I returned to Eldorado National Forest and Calaveras 

Big Trees State Park this weekend to look for more 

big pines and also get a tripod measurement on the 

255' preliminary measurement sugar pine I reported 

last week. 

 

My exploring partner Mike and I located a few more 

notable pine trees in Eldorado National Forest, now 

one of my favorite places.  One particular ponderosa 

was a 208' tall & 7.5' dbh in a draw above Gerle 

Creek. This ponderosa had a slow taper and should 

easily exceed 4,000 cubic feet of wood volume. I will 

measure its volume next year after the snows melt. 

Only a few hundred feet away was a slow tapering 

sugar pine nearly 8' dbh. 

 

I also remeasured the 255' preliminary height sugar 

pine I reported last week with a tripod mounted 

Impulse200 LR laser, remote trigger and prism/pole 

survey. My official height for the tall Calaveras sugar 

pine is 253.02 feet above the average ground level. 

 The Trupulse200 that I used to esitmate the height 

the 1st time was slightly inflated, which is typical 

with my handheld Trupulse200 laser. 

 

See pictures of survey and new big pine trees 

attached to this post. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

WNTS VP 

AFA California Big Trees Coordinator 

http://www.landmarktrees.net 

 

Giant 7.5' dbh ponderosa discovered in the dark. 

Should easily make 4,000+ cubic feet 

 

8' dbh sugar pine discoverd in the dark 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3240&start=10#p13089
http://www.landmarktrees.net/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13089
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5826&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5825&mode=view
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ground survey. Remote trigger greatly increases 

stability and accuracy of the Impulse200LR laser 

 

new generation 360 degree survey prism 

 

7' dbh ponderosa right off the road on highway 50 

 

prism pole survey for tree base determined 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5824&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5823&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5822&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5820&mode=view
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measuring the 253'+ sugar pine with Impulse200LR 

laser and prism/pole survey 

 

Re: Monster Pines of the Central Sierra 

by dbhguru » Mon Nov 14, 2011 9:25 am  

Michael,      Fabulous finds. Thanks for keeping us 

informed. We also should thank Don Bertolette for 

initially shinning the light on El Dorado. He started 

something spectacular. Hooray for reunions of old 

fraternity brothers.  

 

     It is fascinating how we are almost in 2012, and 

absolutely fabulous big tree finds are taking place, 

East and West. The number of people doing the 

hunting is miniscule, but the results suggest a trend 

that may continue for several years - at least a couple. 

And now that East and West have united, NTS is 

where the action is.  

 

     What is your current feeling about the maximum 

growth capability of the sugar and ponderosa pines? 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

 

Re: Monster Pines of the Central Sierra 

by M.W.Taylor » Mon Nov 14, 2011 12:45 pm  

Bob, I can't thank Don enough for inspiring me to go 

out there again. I also think there may be some record 

sized Jeffrey pines there. I just attached a picture of a 

rare 7' dbh Jeffrey in Eldorado NF, not far away from 

Don's big ponderosa. 

 

I believe the maximum size potential for sugar vs 

ponderosa would be (at least) 10,000 cubic feet and 

6,500 cubic feet respecitvely. I make this assessment 

based on historical evidence and currently standing 

trees. The Whelan is probably the largest sugar pine 

in modern existence before and after logging. This is 

from John Muir's accout. The Whelan Tree is the 

General Sherman of sugar pines.  The trunk volume 

alone for Whelan is 9,000 cubic feet. If you add up 

the branches and twigs I think Whelan easily exceeds 

10,000 cubic feet of wood volume. Another "goose-

pen" sugar pine in Oregon was reported by Douglas 

with a diameter of 18' at the base. The broken top 

was very big according to Douglas. 

 

Sugar pine is truly the "king of pines". 

 

That largest ponderosa ever recorded has about 5,400 

cubic feet of trunk volume. I doubt this was the 

largest ponderosa that ever grew, but probably close 

to it.John Muir, for example said the largest Pinus 

ponderosa he encountered in his travels was in the 

Sierra Nevada and it measured 220 feet high and had 

a diameter of 8 feet (Peattie 1953)  Muir visited these 

forests prior to massive logging. He saw the finest 

forests of the Sierra. The largest ponderosa he saw 

was no larger than the largest today.  There is 

reportedly a 9' dbh specimen ponderosa growing near 

Chester California on Collins Pine land. I have not 

yet seen this tree. There is a small chance of a 6,000 

being still undiscovered in some remote basin of 

California or Oregon. 

 

I am fairly certain a few sugar pines (and possibly 

ponderosa) in Briggs Valley, Oregon exceeded 300 ft 

in height but they were logged 50+ years ago. The 7' 

dbh scraps that remain in Briggs Valley still tower 

over 250'. Loggers report increbiy tall 9' & 10' dbh 

slow tapered trees of "all 3 species" being logged in 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3240&start=10#p13098
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3240&start=10#p13100
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5819&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13098
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13100
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Briggs Valley. This would include douglas fir, sugar 

pine and ponderosa. Ponderosa certainly can reach 

280' or possibly even 290' in Oregon. I believe those 

specimens are long gone however. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

7' dbh Jeffrey in Crystal Basin Eldorado National 

Forest 

 

Calibrating the Rifle Scope Used with the 

Impulse 200LR 

by M.W.Taylor » Wed Nov 16, 2011 1:40 pm  

That is a good question about how I calibrated that 

big rifle scope to the Impulse200LR. It's actually 

fairly easy to do and repeatable. 

 

The scope of the Laser Technologies Inc. Impulse200 

series is not set to converge with the laser at a 

specific target range as you would calibrate a true 

rifle scope. The scope alignment is set in parallel to 

the IR laser of the Impulse200LR, which is calibrated 

to the unit's internal inclinometer and 90 degrees to 

the force of gravity.  What this means is the laser and 

the rifle scope cross-hairs never actually converge at 

any specific distance...they are set to infinity relative 

to each other. This is not the same principle as a 

riflescope. 

 

However, with that being said, this parallel alignment 

between laser and rifle scope offers a great benefit 

because it makes calibration easy and repeatable.  

 

To calibrate the entire rifle scope/Impulse200LR 

system I simply calibrated the rifle scope cross-hairs 

to read the correct angle relative to gravity with zero 

degrees as being 90 degrees to the force direction of 

gravity. The Impulse200LR's internal 

inclinomer/laser alignment was not affected by the 

scope removal and replacement to begin with...it's 

already accurate and calibrated at 90 degree or 

perpendicular to gravity (unless your Impulse200 

laser or inclinometer is off-calibration to begin with). 

This calibration is much more difficult to perfom and 

beyond the scope of this forum. If you lose the 

internal calibration of the 200LR unit, I would highly 

recommend sending it back to LTI for re-calibration.  

 

To perfom the scope calibration I used a shallow and 

still pond that is almost 300 feet wide. At the water's 

edge on one side of the pond I mount the Impulse200 

with riflescope attached to a tripod yoke mount and 

survey pole. I carefully measure the distance from the 

surface of the pond's water to the center of scope 

cross-hair which is the center of the scope tube. On 

the other side of the pond's edge I have another target 

mounted on a prism pole that the is the same height 

above the pond's surface. The survey pole with point 

tip provides an easy vertical distance measurement to 

the center of scope above the water surface. I then 

adjust the elevation thumbscrews on the rifle scope to 

hit the level target, while verifying the 

Impulse200LR inclinometer is reading zero degrees. I 

use a remote trigger to keep the system steady and 

activate the inclinometer repeatedly white I adjust the 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3240&start=10#p13136
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3240&start=10#p13136
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5827&mode=view
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elevation thumbscrews until aligned. 

 

Water seeks its level and this pond has no outlet and 

is not flowing so both sides of the pond are level. 

 Now the elevation is calibrated to the Impulse200LR 

centroid, though off-set 3 inches approximately.  But 

I am still not done yet. I now need to align the scope's 

windage to the laser's center and do this by using the 

sound emitter of the Impulse200LR while targeting a 

pointy tree top with only sky as the background . The 

Impulse200LR's toggle speaker informs me when the 

laser is hitting a viable target...I make fine 

adjustments until the windage is perfectly 

centered..using the sound feedback of the laser 

emitter as my guide. It's difficult to explain this 

unless you used an Impulse200LR but it's quite easy 

to center using the sound feedback.  A video 

demostation with sound my be helpful in explaining 

this to people who have never used the 

Impulse200LR. 

 

Laser Tech Inc. also has a 3x-9x scope option for 

their Impulse2K model, just like the one I mounted 

on my Impulse200LR. The 200LR does not come 

standard with the 3-9x option and it would cost over 

$500 to have one custom mounted by Laser Tech. 

 

I used the standard Cabelas $40 dollar 3x-9x rifle 

scope with windage and elevation that are adjustable 

with thumb screws...that is the key.  "Adjustable" . 

Without the adjustability, I would not be able to 

calibrate the system. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

Sheffield Black Cherry, PA 

by djluthringer » Wed Nov 16, 2011 5:05 pm  

On 1/29/10 I visited Sheffield, PA to measure a trunk 

portion of a large black cherry that was salvaged 

from the 1985 derecho that decimated a large section 

of the Tionesta Scenic and Research Natural Area.  It 

is located in the town park on the edge of the ball 

field adjacent to RT6.  The locals had a long open 

shelter built over it to protect it.   

 

Although the log is very respectable, I don't believe it 

to be the bottom butt log.  I expect it to be part of the 

upper portion of the trunk.  Please note the pic 

provided by Dr. Susan Stout of the National Forest 

Service, Northern Research Station out of Irvine, PA 

(adjacent to the Buckaloons Recreation Area) before 

the tree came down.   

 

The CBH of this log would easily have been 12ft 

around, possibly up to 15ft.  It was truly a massive 

tree while standing.  In my numerous trips into the 

Tionesta Research N.A. over the years exploring the 

old growth, I've yet to see any single stem black 

cherry that would come close to the girth of this 

monster.  

 

I've been told by agency personnel that it wasn't far 

from an access road and on the edge of a gas well 

clearing.  The 1985 derecho that went through the 

area ripped its top off, but didn't down the tree.  Bill 

Sweeney, fellow old growth sleuth, viewed the tree 

soon after the storm.  He said it was still standing in 

the tornado swath and viewable a few 100 yards 

distant from the road.  He wasn't willing to risk the 

hike into the swath to see it up close since the area 

was near impassible due to the downed trees.  Bill 

couldn't recall the road he saw it from and asked me 

if I'd ever seen it in my travels.  I had never seen the 

tree, and for good reason, the cherry had been 

salvaged with part of the massive trunk being set 

aside for posterity in Sheffield.  Sheffield was the last 

site in Pennsylvania to harvest timber from original 

old growth forests during the tail end of the timber 

boom in the 1920's & 30's.   

 

The shelter has a sign erected in front of the log 

which reads: 

 

"1836            Sheffield        1986 

As part of the 1986 Sheffield Sesquicentennial, this 

150 year old black cherry log, destroyed in the 1985 

tornado, was placed here by the logging industry.  It 

serves as a remembrance of those individuals who 

contributed to Sheffield's growth through the wise 

use of this area's natural resources." 

 

A simple ring count of the log yielded 186 rings 

suggesting the tree easily started growing prior to 

1799.  Remember, this log is nowhere near the 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=149&t=3275#p13140
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bottom of the trunk.  I wouldn't be surprised if this 

tree went over 250 years old., with 300+ being a 

possibility. 

 

The log's dimensions are: 

 

circumference at small end = 7.6ft 

circumference at large end = 9.2ft 

length of log = 60.4ft  

cubic volume = 331.8ft3 (devised from two sections 

of the log using frustums of a cone) 

potential marketable timber volume = 3,981.6 board 

ft 

 

So, if you drive through the small town of Sheffield, 

PA on RT6, east of Hearts Content, and NW of the 

Tionesta Scenic Area, don't forget to take a few 

minutes to view an immortalized remnant of this 

massive tree. 

 

Dale 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5842&mode=view
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Dale Luthringer 
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Military Bases Provide Unlikely Refuge 

for South’s Longleaf 

by Joe » Thu Nov 10, 2011 6:15 pm  

http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_

unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/246

3/ 

The expanses of longleaf pine forest that once 

covered the southeastern United States have been 

whittled away to just 3 percent of their original 

range. But as scientists are discovering, this 

threatened forest ecosystem has found a sanctuary in 

an unexpected place — U.S. military installations. 

by bruce dorminey 

 

Joe Zorzin 

 

Re: Military Bases Provide Unlikely 

Refuge for South’s Longl 

by Rand » Tue Nov 15, 2011 10:33 pm  

I helped with vegetation surveys on Leesburg 

Training Center outside of Columbia, SC one 

summer in 1995.  The area is dominated by loblolly 

pine on the rolling hills with more hardwoods in the 

stream valleys.  A scattering of slash and longleaf 

pines were sprinkled around to keep things 

interesting.  The area is subdivided with a dense grid 

of fire roads from the ‘Smokey the Bear’ era. 

 Apparently they had some type of timber harvest 

rotation going on, so most of the pines were fairly 

small-usually ~1’ dbh and growing in dense even age 

stands. 

                                        

Yellow line is 1 mile 

When I got there, more enlightened minds were in 

charge and a prescribed burning/longleaf pine 

restoration project was being introduced.  The 

decades of fire suppression had allowed dense stands 

of loblolly pine and scrub oak to take over.  They 

were in the process of clearcutting the pines, 

bulldozing or spraying the oaks and then planting in 

dense stands of longleaf (a seedling every 5’ or so). 

 If I remember correctly they were counting on 

prescribed burns to thin out the plantings over time. 

 It still strikes me as a pretty heavy handed approach, 

and wondered if they’d have been better off to simply 

thin the existing stands and let the longleafs gradually 

assert themselves.  There were enough remnant 

longleafs scattered about that they reproduced fairly 

well in the open areas. 

 

There were a few old pine groves that contained red 

cockaded woodpecker nesting sights, but once again, 

the fire suppression let the undergrowth grow up and 

they were gradually being abandoned. 

 

The exception were the areas they fired their artillery 

into, which started the necessary fires.  One of the 

biologist took me out to one of the beautifully open 

parklike stands with lush grass/herb layer covering 

the ground and said ‘There.  That’s what it’s 

supposed to look like.’  Uh-huh.  Night and day 

difference to the dense stands of pines and 

undergrowth that covered the rest of the area. 

 

Naturally the woodpeckers favored nesting in these 

areas, which created some conflicts.  The trainees 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3250#p13034
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3250#p13034
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/2463/
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/2463/
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/2463/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3250#p13130
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3250#p13130
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13034
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13130
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were supposed to shoot around them, but didn’t 

always succeed.  There was a minor hububb when 

someone screwed up and by chance, shot one of the 

rare nesting trees right in half.  I guess that’s why the 

call it training. 

 

A few other random memories: 

 

- You don’t try to pull over a 60 ton M1 tank with a 

pickup truck for being on an off limits road.  They 

might unexpectedly begin backing down that narrow, 

unfamiliar road and the driver won’t notice you until 

-after- he pancakes your vehicle.  As I heard it, the 

driver was able to leap out of his truck in time to 

escape injury. 

 

- They also showed another casualty of a prescribed 

burn that got away from them and found an untended 

pickup truck to consume. 

 

- The ticks were just awful.  One day I hit a newly 

hatch egg cluster or something and had literally a 

hundred of the little monsters crawling up my pant 

leg.  Masses of insect repellent slowed them down. 

sorta. 

 

- A few areas had thousands of spent .30 caliber 

bullets floating around.  They tended to wash into 

gully bottoms like gravel.  Very odd looking. 

Rand Brown 

 

European Records in Finland 

by Kouta Räsänen » Wed Nov 16, 2011 3:03 pm  

NTS, 

 

Jukka Lehtonen from Finnish Forest Research 

Institute showed me in August some Finnish height 

record trees. He had measured them in 90's with 

Vertex hypsometer and now I measured them with 

Nikon Laser 550A S. If I could get with laser close to 

Jukka's measurements, they would be European 

records, too. Note that these trees grow at a latitude 

of ~60 degrees. 

Common Juniper (Juniperus communis) 

 

Common juniper has the widest distribution of any 

tree or shrub species. It is divided to several varieties, 

most of them being only shrubs, but particularly the 

European variety (var. communis) often attains tree 

form, generally up to 5-6 meters (16-20 ft), 

occasionally taller. It attains its maximum size 

around the Baltic sea. The record juniper is located in 

Sääksjärvi, Mäntsälä. According to Jukka's 

measurement, it was 16.8 meters tall in 90's. My 

measurement was 16.4 m (53.8 ft). CBH is 89 cm. Its 

age is very hard to tell without coring it, but the tree 

has been mentioned to be exceptionally tall already 

100 years ago. It grows in Norway spruce (Picea 

abies) - silver birch (Betula pendula) forest, in the 

immediate vicinity there are plenty of exceptionally 

large junipers. In the photo below, Jukka and the 

record juniper.                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=45&t=3272#p13137
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13137
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Accroding to the conifers.org, there is a 18.5-meter 

common juniper in Sweden, but it is probably not 

laser measured. A forest researcher measured decades 

ago a 19-meter common juniper in Finland, but he 

promised to the land-owner not to reveal the location. 

The researcher has passed away and so we cannot ask 

about it anymore. 

 

 

Goat Willow (Salix caprea) 

 

Goat willow has a very wide distribution, almost 

whole Europe and to east Asia, and it is very 

common particularly in the European boreal zone. 

Unlike most large willow species, the habitat of goat 

willow is not restricted to floodplains and riversides. 

In the boreal zone, it is a part of pioneer forest 

vegetation besides birches, aspen (Populus tremula) 

and grey alder (Alnus incana). The North American 

equivalent is probably Bebb willow (S. bebbiana). 

The record goat willow is located in Nuuksio 

National Park, only 20 km from the city center of 

Helsinki. This tree was the biggest surprese to me: 

Jukka's measurement from 90's was 24.5 m. It was 

probably close to the truth and the tree had still 

grown: my measurement was 26.2 m (86.0 ft). The 

CBH is 66 cm. The tree grows in Norway spruce 

dominated forest in a small valley, with silver birch, 

downy birch (B. pubescens), black alder (Alnus 

glutinosa), aspen, Norway maple (Acer platanoides) 

and small-leaved linden (Tilia cordata). In the photo 

below, the record willow, Norway spruces and two 

downy birches in the background. 

                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5832&mode=view
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Still another photo of the grove. The record goat 

willow on the left with a yellow band. Norway 

spruces, shrub-like rowans (Sorbus aucuparia) and 

two silver birches with white-black trunks on the left-

center, the right one of which is 33 m (108 ft) tall, it 

would be very tall for the species in Central Europe, 

too.                                    

 

Grey Alder (Alnus incana) 

 

This species also has a very wide distribution in 

Europe, Asia and North America. It is divided to 

several subspecies. Like in common juniper, the 

European subspecies (subsp. incana) becomes taller 

than the North American one. In boreal Europe, grey 

alder is very common as a pioneer tree and on lake 

shores. In central Europe the species is largely 

restricted to mountains. Jukka's record grey alder had 

fallen, but there were equally tall individuals next to 

it. The height of the new record grey alder is 27.2 m 

(89.2 ft) and CBH 100 cm. It grows in Ruotsinkylä, 

Tuusula, in 90-year-old forest dominated by +30 m 

tall Norway spruces. The forest type is the most 

fertile in Finland. Other trees in the grove are black 

alder, aspen, silver and downy birch, and bird cherry 

(Prunus padus). The understory is dominated by lady 

fern (Athyrium filix-femina). 

                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5833&mode=view
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European Rowan = European Mountain-ash 

(Sorbus aucuparia) 

 

Rowan also has a very wide distribution across 

Eurasia. It is very similar to American Mountain-ash 

(S. americana). The record rowan was our new find. 

Jukka pointed it to me as we walked to the alder 

group mentioned above. Its height is 22.3 m (73.2 ft) 

and CBH 112 cm. 

                                        

 

In more southern locations, there are probably taller 

rowans, but measurements are still missing. In the 

British Tree Register, there is even 28 m (92 ft) tall 

rowan, but it is probably not laser measured. 

 

Kouta Räsänen 

Steve Galehouse wrote:  Nice post1 Even at that 

latitude, trees are still tall. Are you aware of any 

other arborescent species native to both Europe and 

North America, or Asia and North America? I know 

there are quite a few circumboreal shrubs, but woody 

plants that achieve tree size on both continents are 

rare.  

 

Kouta replied: 

In addition to Junipeus communis and Alnus incana, 

there is at least Alnus viridis, though it is more often 

shrub rather than tree. And if Greenland is in Europe 

(politically it belongs to Denmark), there is also 

Sorbus decora, one of the three tree species native to 

Greenland. I don't know any additional trees native to 

both Asia and North America. 

 

Of course, the answer depends on the taxonomy. 

Some authors think the subspecies of Alnus incana 

and A. viridis are species. And some authors think 

there is only one Taxus species, for example. 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5835&mode=view
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Re: A new way of computing diameters 

by M.W.Taylor » Thu Nov 17, 2011 2:45 pm  

Bob, it is my opinion that your new method for 

estimating trunk widths at various height intervals 

using the TP360 and "missing line" routine should in 

theory be more precise, faster and easier than using 

the Macroscope25 with laser.   The Macroscopes are 

handy little items for estimating trunk width, but as 

you stated earlier, there is distortion when you fill the 

entire screen up on the Macroscope. There is just no 

way around this unless you can get trunk views that 

are far away which is difficult in a cluttered forest. I 

don't know how calculate this distortion error so I 

always try to get as far back as possible with the 

Macroscope25.  

 

Also, just as significant may be the Macroscope25's 

50 tick mark stadia scale which is cruder when 

compared to the TP360's .1 degree azimuth 

resolution. The accuracy relative to true North on the 

TP360 (which seems to drift a little from site to site 

and day to day) is not relavent to the accuracy of each 

trunk azimuth estimate from edge to edge.  If I did 

my calculations correctly, each tick mark on the 

Macroscope is equivalent to .7625 degrees when 

using 75 as the Macroscope constant.  This is lousy 

resolution when compared to the TP360.  The key is 

for the Macroscope user to estimate in-between ticks. 

Can be done with practice but to .1 resolution like the 

TP360 ?  Seems easier said than done. 

 

Now the price tag of $1,600  for TP360 vs. $150 for 

Macroscope25 is a consideration for most people.  A 

home-built horizontal transit is one cheaper 

alternative.  

 

Wendell Flint measured the volumes of the giant 

sequioas for his book "To Find The Larget Tree", 

using a transit and horizontal sweep angles to 

determine trunk widths at various height intervals. 

His transit/tape-line derived trunk diameters have 

been proven very close to tape wraps and certainly 

more accurate than a Macroscope25 based 

measurement.  

 

Bob, your new trunk diameter measuring technique is 

very practical and I would say accurate too. Thanks 

for posting your method on the NTS blog. I plan to 

use your method as soon as I get my hands on a 

TP360. I will use the remote trigger + tripod to get 

the best possible results from the TP360. 

 

I may in fact ditch the Macroscope25 if the TP360 

works better for me. Your results are very 

encouraging. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

Re: A new way of computing diameters 

by dbhguru » Thu Nov 17, 2011 3:29 pm  

Michael,    Last night I performed a simple test on the 

TP 360. I took an ordinary waste basket, one foot 

deep and with a top diameter of 13 inches and a 

bottom diameter of 11 inches.  Its form is a perfect 

frustum of a cone. Its dimensions yielded a volume of 

0.787 cubic feet. I then measured its dimensions 

using the TP 360 from a distance of 21.5 feet. The 

results led to a volume of 0.736 cubic feet. The 

difference is 0.051 cubic feet or 6.5% of the actual 

volume. That percentage is likely to drop 

significantly for larger trees, since the angle and 

distance errors don't go up in absolute value as the 

diameter increases.  

 

   I have developed an Excel workbook that utilizes 

the TP 360's features. I'll soon send it to you for 

review.  

 

Robert leverett 

 

New 170ft class pine at Cook Forest 

by djluthringer » Thu Nov 17, 2011 4:42 pm  

NTS, Just re-measured a pine today that was first 

measured at 9.4ft CBH x 167.9ft high on 7/26/03. 

 Today’s measurement yielded 9.6ft CBH x 170.5ft. 

 I first hit 170.3ft, but since it was so close to the 

170ft threshold I decided to find a good mid-slope 

measurement and utilize a pole for the bottom 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3233#p13150
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3233#p13151
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=149&t=3277#p13152
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13150
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13151
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13152


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 11, November 2011 
 

89 

 

measurement.  So, I settled on 170.5ft.  It’s a bear to 

measure, and located on the steep slope between 

Seneca & Mohawk Trails.  If you know where the 

Seneca Hemlock is… just go up the trail ~200 yards, 

then up the hill ~65 yards to the tree (tac 358, 41 

19.696N x 79 12.714W). 

 

Also, re-measured the Seneca Hemlock today.  I last 

measured it at 12.1ft CBH x 147.5ft high on 9/21/10. 

 Today, I was only able to squeak it up one tenth of 

foot to 147.6ft high.  It was another bear to measure, 

had to go wayyy upslope to get the best 

measurement. 

 

Also,  tried to re-measure a fat white pine near the 

new 170footer that I hadn’t measured since 3/4/03. 

 Back then, I had it to 12.4ft CBH x 159.4ft high.  It 

is now dead, and looks like it’s been so for years. 

 

Also, tried to bump another tall pine into the 160ft 

class in the vicinity and uphill from the Seneca 

Hemlock, directly on Mohawk Trail  

(tac 346, 41 19.840N x 79 12.650W).  On 5/1/03 I 

had it to 9.9ft CBH x 157.8ft high.  It now sits at 9.9ft 

CBH x 159.5ft high.  Believe me, I couldn’t put any 

more height on this one.  This was the worst of them 

all to measure.  Had to go almost to the top of the hill 

to get the best shot.  Wouldn’t have been possible 

without my pole to help me eyeball the base.  GPS 

had me running around like crazy up & down hill 

trying to pin-point these trees.  Now my legs feel like 

jelly… Will would’ve run me into the ground today. 

 Damn desk fat… 

 

So, our current white pine tally stands at: 

 

Height Class        # trees 

 

180                1 

170                3 (remember, the Jani Pine lost the 

majority of its top and is now ~135ft high) 

160                29 

150                77 

140                146 

 

Dale Luthringer 

 

Re: new 170ft class pine at Cook Forest 

by lucager1483 » Thu Nov 17, 2011 7:38 pm  

Dale, Thanks for the work you're doing.  I've only 

been to Cook once, but I thought it was beautiful.  I 

spent a whole day wandering the trails, but saw just a 

part of what it had to offer.  From time to time I drive 

through PA on I-80, and the most scenic part, in my 

opinion, is the stretch through the Clarion River area. 

 Just writing about it makes me want to go back - 

someday.  Cook Forest is a true gem, and the kings of 

Cook Forest are the White Pines. 
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Elijah Whitcomb 

 

Old Elderberr, Netherlands 

Posted by Arie Pieters in Groene Monumenten  

To be a tree, or not to be a tree. That's a bit on this 

ancient elderberry bush between Piershil and 

Goudswaard. Fortunately, we know from many older 

residents of the area where these tough elderberry has 

long stood for the war. Different tree experts also 

went to see him and confirmed that he was probably 

around 90-110 years zijn.We must have two years 

ago, called for extra protection for these tough rascal. 

And fortunately there ears to the Water Board. 

 

 

 

 (This is in South Holland in the Netherlands) 

 

 

Big Tree Oele, Netherlands 

Arie Pieters in Groene Monumenten 

 

The "big tree Oele 'is no more. Around 1930 he 

seems to have been felled by a tornado. The oak was 

at that time one of the thickest of the Netherlands 

with its circumference of almost 7 meters. He was 

probably between 300-400 years old. (Source: 

Bomeninfo.nl) 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=200&t=3287#p13181
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=200&t=3288#p13182
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Native yellow berried Cornus florida 

by edfrank » Sun Nov 20, 2011 2:46 pm  

This was posted on our Facebook Page: 

Tim At Nichols Nursery 

My brother and I have MrMaple.com 

 http://www.facebook.com/JapaneseMaple which 

specializes in Japanese maples, but recently we 

started propagating a native yellow-berried cornus 

florida (dogwood) that my father found in East Flat 

Rock, NC. The original tree is almost 80 years old. 

Any native experts every seen anything like this? 

 

The original tree is on land that has been owned by 

our family since the early 1920's .. we have some 

rooted cuttings we started this year and we should be 

grafting it this winter. 

 

 

The 3 berries in the photo are the same 3 berries 

below in the hand. Neither photo has been edited. 

They were taken directly by my blackberry. The 

photo above has bad lighting and thus the berries 

appear much more orange than they actually are. You 

can see the same berries in the picture below in the 

cluster of 3. 

 

                                        

 

Comments anyone? 

 

A new area of Monroe SF, MA 

by dbhguru » Sun Nov 20, 2011 2:04 pm  

   Yesterday super-Ent John Eichholz and I went to 

Monroe SF. I hadn't been in the woods with John 

since our trek into Hawley SF many months ago. It is 

always great to get out with John. He is as good of a 

tree measurer as we have in ENTS, and John has an 

exceptionally good eye for locating the highest sprig 

in traditionally difficult to measure species like broad 

spreading oaks. As for myself, I specifically wanted 

to check on a tall N. red oak I had measured to 

around 120 feet nearly a decade ago. John had not 

been to the particular area of Monroe where the oak 

grows, so, it was a new spot for him worth becoming 

acquainted with. 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=3286#p13179
http://www.facebook.com/JapaneseMaple
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3285#p13178
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13179
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5857&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5855&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13178
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    We started the day with a breakfast at our 

traditional ENTS hangout - the Charlemont Inn. 

There was only one other table occupied by a family 

of about 6 people. So, the Inn was quiet. Our voices 

were easily heard by people at the other table as John 

and I talked sines, cosines, and tangents. I believe the 

other folks thought we were either foreigners, or from 

another planet. But it was great to be able to discuss 

esoteric topics in Dendromorphometry with John. 

Since he is a mathematician, we could communicate 

on the efficacy of our present measurement methods 

and bang around new ideas. Speaking of which, John 

has a new measurement technique, which I leave it to 

him to explain. It's a shortcut to regular sine-sine 

measuring. 

 

    Once at the parking area, we put on our gear and 

departed. The trek is up hill and off trail. The ridge 

rising above the Deerfield is steep with dramatic 

outcroppings of schist - very scenic. Well, that 

adjective applies to the whole Deerfield River gorge, 

which is between 800 to 1,000 feet deep. As such, it 

is one of the most dramatic landscapes in 

Massachusetts. But there is more. There are swaths of 

old growth forest on the ridge sides and in the 

ravines. There are also mature second growth forests 

with some our most outstanding trees. Most travelers 

along River Road that runs through the gorge never 

realize that 200-300 year old trees are common on the 

slopes above.  

 

   From the parking area, we crossed River Road and 

climbed up to an open swath created by the power 

line. The nondescript trunks of young trees along the 

borders of the power line obscure the big tree 

treasures lying just beyond. But once you enter the 

forest, through a narrow ecotone, big trees 

immediately make their presence known. The 

contrast between the young and shrubby band behind 

you and the stately, mature forest in front of you is 

remarkable. Nobody fails to notice the contrast. 

However, it is a fairly simple forest. Within the band 

of old growth and mature second growth growing 

along the ridge, two species dominate, namely N. red 

oak and sugar maple. White ash, yellow birch, and 

American beech make their presence known, but it is 

the oaks and maples that dominate, and especially the 

oaks. The first 4 images below showcase big oaks. 

The first tree is 11.7 feet in girth and around 100 feet 

in height, maybe slightly less. It wasn't worth our 

time to locate the absolute highest point in the 

complex crown of that big tree. In terms of age, I 

think the oak is around 170 years old, maybe a little 

older. Other trees in the vicinity are equally old and 

older. A few may be pushing 300 years.  

 

     The second image is of an even larger oak farther 

out the ridge in a down stream direction. We 

measured its girth to 12.3 feet and 103 feet in height. 

John took considerable time in locating mid-slope. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5846&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5847&mode=view
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      The oak story continues. The second image of the 

next two shows a downed trunk. 

 

 

      We made time for the unusual. Here is a small 

beech acting like a part of a trellis. 

                                        

 

      One small area we visited with a conspicuous 

rock outcropping showcases two yellow birches, each 

with an amazing root structure. Roots overpower 

trunks. Here is a look. 

 

                                                        

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5848&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5849&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5850&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5851&mode=view
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      We did make it to the area with the tall N. red 

oak. But its exact whereabouts wasn't obvious. After 

considerable measuring we got 119.975 feet on one 

tree, which rounds to 120. I'll take it. Interestingly, 

I'm confident that it isn't the original oak that I 

thought I'd gotten 120 feet out of a decade earlier. 

Near the end of our search, I think I recognized that 

tree, and it is around 110 feet. I probably confused its 

crown with the crown of an adjacent tree. The new 

120 is a coppiced oak, with two stems, each right on 

7 feet in girth. The new champ isn't a particular 

handsome specimen, as the next image shows. The 

champ is followed by a more handsome specimen 

thrown in for comparison. 

 

                                                        

 

                                        

 

       So, what conclusions can be drawn from our 

trek? The forest along the ridge boasts the largest 

concentration of large N. reds that John can recall for 

a site in the Massachusetts Berkshires. I agree with 

John's assessment. However, it is not a tall forest. 

The oak-maple canopy is generally between 90 and 

105 feet, with a few oaks and maples touching 110. 

 There is an exception. At the base of the ledges 

lower on the ridge, where soils have pooled, the ashes 

reach significant heights. We got 135.8 feet out of 

one and 134+ out of another. There are other ashes 

downstream that Will Blozan and I measured several 

years ago that are in the mid-120s. The ashes are just 

fulfilling their customary role. No other hardwood 

species can challenge the white ash for height in 

Massachusetts, and the Berkshires have the best 

examples of what the species can achieve. 

 

       The ridge we explored is steep. Footing is a 

constant challenge. Both John and I found ourselves 

getting up off the ground on multiple occasions. On 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5852&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5853&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5854&mode=view
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at least one instance, I found myself question the 

legitimacy of the parents of a log I had just stumbled 

over. Still, I found the experience satisfying, arthritic 

joints, deteriorating balance, and all. The power of 

the surrounding trees and the rocks, the sounds of the 

Deerfield River below (minus those of the power 

generating station), and the wildness of the woods 

reminded me of why these natural forest 

environments, far from city congestion, are so 

stimulating and important to me. Yesterday afforded 

me another opportunity to engage in Japanese wood 

air bathing. I've come to embrace the practice thanks 

to my friend Dr. Joan Maloof. No rules or protocol, 

you just walk and breathe. The molecules enter your 

lungs and ultimately your blood stream and impart 

their beneficial effects while you concentrate on 

listening to birds, measuring trees, identifying plants, 

or photographing the beauty of your surroundings. 

Who could ask for more? 

 

      When growing up in the southern Appalachians, I 

identified myself as a southern mountaineer. I was 

part of that culture, and proud of it. I was barely 

aware of the northern Appalachians, and was not 

drawn to them in any way. I could not have imagined 

myself one day scrambling over rocks and logs trying 

to maintain my balance, hunting and measuring trees 

in the Massachusetts Berkshires - and loving every 

minute of it. The northern hardwoods and hemlocks 

of Monroe wouldn't even have been noticeable in 

great forests of the Smokies. Yet, I have come to 

appreciate that the old Berkshire forests have a charm 

born of their particular development and history.  

 

      Today, MSF's Rucker Index stands at 123. Given 

the flurry of recent discoveries in PA, Delaware, and 

Ohio, 123 isn't much to crow about. The Central 

Atlantic and Mid-west are rising to assume their 

rightful places in the hierarchy, but for the latitude, 

Monroe remains pretty darn good, and certainly 

merits a thorough documentation, which brings me to 

my final thought. We'd never get the kind of forest 

documentation that we do from conventional forest 

sources and associated activities. It is a singular 

ENTS mission with no guaranteed paybacks. But, I 

can't think of anything I'd rather be doing these days. 

    

Robert T. Leverett 

East Branch stroll… OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Mon Nov 21, 2011  

Oldest son Mitch and I took advantage of the mild 

weather, and had a nice two hour stroll along the East 

Branch of the Rocky River---I can't say it was even a 

hike, since it was all level ground and either paved or 

on a bridle trail. No height records found or expected, 

but some interesting trees encountered non-the-less. 

The most interesting was a sycamore with a 

significant burl. I usually see burls on oaks, maples, 

and black cherries, but this was one of the largest I've 

seen(the chestnut oak burl at Stebbins Gulch was the 

largest). Here are a couple of pics: 

 

Sycamore with burl, Mitch for scale: 

 

                                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3290&p=13226#p13186
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13186
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5863&mode=view
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Look at the knobs on that burl! ;) 

 

Also visited an "old friend", a swamp white oak 

measured at 103' x 15' 10'' girth in 2010. These pics 

give a better impression of the size of the tree. 

 

                                                        

                                        

 

I hope to get out a few more times before winter sets 

in. There are a couple of sites I recently learned of 

that should hold some nice trees. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5864&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5865&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5866&mode=view
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Tree-ing and outreach 

by Chris » Mon Nov 21, 2011 1:34 am  

**I should apologize at the start. It is never nice to 

start "objecting" to the way things operate when you 

are new, but I think this post is nice and builds on 

ideas posted before.**  

 

I am thinking this as extensions of previous 

discussions about "tree-ing" [ie think birding]. 

 

Birding is big. Depending on what you count as a 

birder, there are hundred of thousands or even 

millions just in the US. Those people don't exist in a 

vacuum. Birding has grown hand in hand with the 

availability of cheaper optics, field guides, local 

Audubon groups, festivals, blogs, and even a 

hollywood feature film.  

 

Every US state has a local birding group with a list of 

the best sites in the area. Over the entire world there 

are set rules for Important Bird Areas. Increasing 

number of places have Birding Trails, that direct 

people to sites with information about when to visit, 

what to expect, access rules, and directions. Some 

places even have road signs helping you to follow the 

"trail". If you are interested in birding, that are 

resources available.  

 

Those interested in trees are living in the stone age by 

comparison. 

 

As mentioned in my intro, I have traveled a lot in the 

last few years. There are many places to check when 

looking for "trees places" to visit. Various federal or 

state lands (National Parks, NWR, State Forests, 

etc...) have good sites, but they rarely publicize the 

fact broadly. The Nature Conservancy often have 

unique places, but focus on sites they own and/or 

manage. Most states have "state natural areas" that 

preserve typical or especially diverse/interesting 

natural features. In the east, Mary Davis's "Old 

Growth Survey" site is a good source. And of course, 

NTS has a list of sites. But there is nothing close 

approaching the ease that greets birders.  

 

Unlike birds, trees don't move, so directions should 

be easy! Instead, often there are few to no directions. 

I have literally driven in circles looking for sites 

because of poor documentation. Sure, a few trees or 

forest should remain "secret" to protect them 

[Hyperion is an example], but very vast majority can 

and should be public.  

 

It seems to me that NTS is the group that should be 

rectifying these problems. Imagine a Tree Trail of 

Western North Carolina. A several page pdf that 

could be printed out or accessed by smart phone, with 

directions to 10 premier sites. Some would have 

especially large trees, others areas of high diversity, 

maybe one with historical importance [Biltmore, 

Coweeta?]. There would be a short description of 

what to see, access rules, directions, and accessibility 

[bushwhack, paved trail, etc..]. Or how about a Tree 

Checklist to particular sites, like nearly every NWR 

has for birds, that would help illustrate the diversity? 

Think about trees life lists and how fun competition 

can drive exploration [first to find species x at place 

Y]. Perhaps even an NTS version of Cornell's Bird 

Lab's All About Birds? 

 

At the very least, I think it would attract more 

members to NTS. A few months back, there was a 

thread asking "Why Aren't Women More Active in 

ENTS?". One member wrote 

For myself, however, I  am less interested in the 

exactness of the height measurements (and all the 

instruments used to obtain them) and more interested 

in things like the ecosystem, health of the trrees or 

new findings. I have felt intimidated by the effort and 

documentation involved in obtaining the 

measurements and do not feel qualified to comment 

on them.  With that said, however, I do have a deep 

appreciation  for the attention brought to certain trees 

and stands based on the measurements obtained. I 

recognize that it is a way of paying attention to and 

honoring the trees. It's just not a way that I feel 

connected to. 

I personally would agree. I understand that ENTS 

was started focused on tree measurements. But if the 

group as a whole is interested in increasing 

membership and, more broadly, appreciation and 

protection of trees, diversity in membership, skills, 

and interests is key. Just as every birder isn't 

interested in doing Christmas Bird Counts or entering 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=3291#p13187
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=1733
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=1733
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1053810/
http://www.birdlife.org/action/science/sites/
http://www.aba.org/resources/birdingtrails.html
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/Page.aspx?pid=1189
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=2705&start=10#p11235
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13187
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data in eBird, not every tree person wants to measure 

trees. It seems that providing other "outlets" would 

attract more people. Perhaps I don't want to measure, 

but would like to contribute photographs to a online 

guide to native trees, or compute checklists, or make 

maps. Sure, anyone could do that now, but once it 

goes off the radar of being an active topic here, it will 

only be viewed by those specifically looking for it. 

But by linking photographs with measurements with 

descriptions, you create a synergy that increases the 

visibility, quality, and impact of our fun.  

 

Thoughts?  Chris Morris 

 

Re: Tree-ing and outreach 

by edfrank » Mon Nov 21, 2011 5:22 am  

Chris, You raise some points that are worth 

discussing.  In any organization there are competing 

and sometimes conflicting goals that the group is 

trying to achieve.  Essentially the Eastern Native Tree 

Society, now called just the Native Tree Society  was 

organized as a scientific organization. The primary 

goal was to encourage citizen scientists to go out and 

find, document, and measure the remnants of the 

great forests and individual trees that once dominated 

the the pre-settlement landscape.  A secondary goal 

was to explore the relationship between people and 

trees and forests through art, aesthetics, and the 

human spirit.  That is how the organization was first 

envisioned and we have tried to remain true to that 

vision. 

 

There are those that feel we are spending too much 

time and discussion on topics other than the strict 

documentation and measurement goals.  Others feel 

our goals are best achieved by expanding our 

membership by exploring some of these secondary 

goals of human-forest interactions ad relationships. 

 It is from this pool of interested people that we can 

potentially draw future citizen-scientist to take up the 

documentation goals. This broader membership pool 

will be exposed to the measurement and 

documentation aspects of the group, hopefully will be 

encouraged to participate, and the hard core members 

will be exposed to different ways of looking at the 

forest and considering forest processes.   

 

There are subjects we can address with respect to 

forest measurement and processes that will never be 

examined or considered by a profit driven timber 

industry, or even in academia with the need to 

produce quickly publishable results.  We can bring 

many people to bear on a question or task and each 

can add a perspective that is unique to their 

background.  We may see relationships or processes 

that are missed by those with more narrow training in 

the field.  We can cover a broad region or even look 

at things on a global scale, if we grow enough. So we 

can contribute in a meaningful way to the 

advancement of science.  

 

I want to expand the membership as I am interested 

in the broad spectrum fully from art to measurement. 

 But I do not want to see the scientific aspirations of 

the group to be overwhelmed by the recreational 

aspects of forest visitation.  I do not want to see the 

goals overwhelmed by timber management for profit. 

 I am personally a strong advocate for a forest 

conservation ethos, but I do not even want the group 

to be overwhelmed by conservation issues.  We need 

a balance.  There are for example, many recreational 

tree climbers out there, and tree climbing businesses 

that introduce people to recreational climbing.  Our 

goal should not be to create new recreational tree 

climbers, but to encourage tree climbers to participate 

in our scientific efforts and to participate in our 

discussions and attempts to understand the 

relationships we have as humans with trees and the 

forests.      

   

I don't want us to simply become a recreational group 

about checking off trees on a list.  If making 

guidebooks will help us better achieve the goal of 

creating more citizen-scientists, then perhaps that is 

what we should do, what we need to do. But if it is 

just going to add more casual member numbers who 

dilute or inhibit the advancement of what we set out 

to achieve, we would be better off to remain smaller. 

 

I will post more thoughts later on the subject.  For 

now I will give you and others a chance to respond to 

the points you have raised. 

 

Ed Frank 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=3291#p13190
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13190
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Re: Tree-ing and outreach 

by dbhguru » Fri Nov 25, 2011 10:32 am  

Chris and Ed,    Chris, you've introduced a topic 

deserving of discussion. You asked some important 

questions, and Ed, your response is spot on. I'll now 

put in my two cents worth. 

 

  Can greater interest in trees be spawned through the 

activity of "treeing", and could that interest lead to 

increased NTS membership? Could treeing take a 

page from the successes of birding? Maybe on both 

questions. The possibility exists for gaining NTS 

members at a more rapid rate by focusing attention 

on the fun aspects of tree identification and hunting 

to invoke the excitement of treasure hunting. I'd like 

to see us continue discussing this topic, but with 

caution. Quality over quantity. 

 

  Ed, you've summarized the path of ENTS-NTS 

quite well. I agree that the best overall solution is to 

maintain a balance between the esoteric and the 

popular, keeping an eye on our original mission and 

where we make our best contributions. To this end, 

I'll re-state something that both of us have covered in 

the past. In NTS, we pursue niche science. Over time, 

it is where we can make many important 

contributions. But we need to be constantly 

 searching for scientifically useful information that 

we can collect employing our rather unique tree-

measuring skills. In truth, we've hardly scratched the 

surface in this arena, but let's not get discouraged if 

progress remains slow, because we're filling niches. 

 

  The above said, I think the pursuit of art in our tree-

forest missions is equally important and it has 

unlimited potential. I state this here, because I don't 

want anybody in NTS to feel that I regard art as less 

important than our numerical pursuits. Art has 

transformative power in ways that simple tree 

measuring can't begin to match. But I'm not an artist, 

and won't be one of the ones who pursues the 

development of tree and forest art. I will, nonetheless, 

fully support those who do. 

 

  Back to treeing. I can see, if dimly, how we might 

introduce treeing as an activity and pursue it in NTS 

without it becoming a trivial pursuit. But I'll hold my 

comments on how until others have weighed in. 

 

  Although, it is not a big membership builder, from 

my perspective, one critically important NTS 

objective is to attract more mainstream scientists to 

NTS. We would be partners in their research as 

opposed to being cited in bibliographies. The PhD 

level scientists in NTS would be in charge of projects 

that use our data. At present, Lee, Neil, Don, Doug, 

Gary, Joan, etc. are the ones who would need to 

establish the connections. Least anyone be reluctant 

to toot the NTS horn, fearing outsiders see us as mere 

hobbyists, we have already established productive 

partnerships with researchers and agencies with 

scientific missions. It might be good to update the list 

of ENTS/WNTS activities that have been done in 

partnership with or recognized by scientists in 

important institutions, e.g. the NPS, the USFS, and 

various state-level agencies that manage forests.  

 

  I will close by updating our membership on an 

initiative that speaks to the way that at least some 

important sources view our skills. I have briefly 

mentioned that Michael Taylor and I are about to 

enter into an advisory relationship with Laser 

Technologies Inc. on the design and uses of their 

TruPulse line of hypsometers. We may have 

considerable influence on future modifications to the 

TruPulse 360. Laser Tech is not pursuing this 

relationship for benevolent reasons. They have 

acknowledged a level of expertise in our use of their 

TruPulses unmatched by other users. That's pretty 

flattering, but they are not in the business to flatter. I 

take them at their word.  

 

  My point is that we are currently having these kinds 

of successes and can build on them. Tree measuring, 

equipment testing, new applications, operator guides, 

etc. the sky is the limit. After I return from Cook 

Forest, I plan to dive into the Dendromorphometry 

book and finish the draft. Michael Taylor will be my 

partner in producing the draft, which will then go to 

Lee, Don, BVP, and Will. Lee has stated that 

Cambridge Press may be interested in this book 

project. But without NTS, this project would not 

exist.  

 

Robert T. Leverett 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3291&p=13244#p13243
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13243
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Re: Tree-ing and outreach 

by Chris » Fri Nov 25, 2011 2:49 pm  

edfrank wrote:There are those that feel we are 

spending too much time and discussion on topics 

other than the strict documentation and measurement 

goals.  Others feel our goals are best achieved by 

expanding our membership by exploring some of 

these secondary goals of human-forest interactions 

ad relationships.  

 

Surely the forum, as opposed to the listserv(s) helps 

this? If you don't care about the interactions between 

art and forests, you can skip that forum. But then you 

do lose the charm and comfort of a smaller 

membership forum where someone can read every 

post and really get to know other members. A trade 

off I guess.  

edfrank wrote:It is from this pool of interested people 

that we can potentially draw future citizen-scientist to 

take up the documentation goals. This broader 

membership pool will be exposed to the measurement 

and documentation aspects of the group, hopefully 

will be encouraged to participate, and the hard core 

members will be exposed to different ways of looking 

at the forest and considering forest processes. 

 

Yes, that was my general idea. There are any number 

of potential members that simple don't know such a 

group or activity exists. Using lasers to measure trees 

is not something that most people are going to think 

of on their own, even though they could love it. The 

question is how reach those people? Perhaps it would 

be useful to know how current members learned 

about NTS?  

edfrank wrote:But I do not want to see the scientific 

aspirations of the group to be overwhelmed by the 

recreational aspects of forest visitation.  I do not 

want to see the goals overwhelmed by timber 

management for profit.  I am personally a strong 

advocate for a forest conservation ethos, but I do not 

even want the group to be overwhelmed by 

conservation issues. 

 

I agree 100%. I wasn't suggesting that this forum 

become, for example, a recreational tree climber hang 

out, but if you make such groups [I assume they are 

out there] aware of us, a few might think "cool, I can 

have fun climbing trees AND collect good data".  

edfrank wrote:I don't want us to simply become a 

recreational group about checking off trees on a list. 

 If making guidebooks will help us better achieve the 

goal of creating more citizen-scientists, then perhaps 

that is what we should do, what we need to do. But if 

it is just going to add more casual member numbers 

who dilute or inhibit the advancement of what we set 

out to achieve, we would be better off to remain 

smaller. 

 

dbhguru wrote:Although, it is not a big membership 

builder, from my perspective, one critically important 

NTS objective is to attract more mainstream 

scientists to NTS. We would be partners in their 

research as opposed to being cited in bibliographies. 

 

I put these thoughts together, because they are parts 

of the same larger picture to me. What, if anything, 

does our citizen-science work produce? Maybe some 

people are happy just measuring tree heights, but I 

guess most would like their "work" to go to 

something more. Certainly, peer-reviewed research is 

one route. A guide book of large trees is another. 

Different people value different outputs. I see these 

as complimentary strategies, rather than in conflict.  

 

I would also suggest we expand our views of what 

forest science can mean. It seems like individual tree 

issues [height, volume, morphology] get more 

attention that ecosystem data. Perfectly good, 

publishable data could be gathered of species 

diversity indexes of various forest, nut production, 

phenology, etc... Robert, as you said there are lots of 

niches that can be filled. 

dbhguru wrote:Back to treeing. I can see, if dimly, 

how we might introduce treeing as an activity and 

pursue it in NTS without it becoming a trivial pursuit. 

 

I certainly don't want it to become trivial. But I really 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3291&p=13244#p13244
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13244
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doubt that would happen. But if it did, such tree 

listers could just form their own group. The 

American Birding Association formed because 

established bird groups [Audubon, etc..] had no 

interest in more "hard core" listing.  Additionally, 

birding hasn't decreased the amount of science being 

done about birds, but increased it and the funding it 

receives [the Cornell Bird Lab is a great example]. 

Chris Morris 

 

Re: Tree-ing and outreach 

by dbhguru » Fri Nov 25, 2011 9:10 pm  

Chris,    Good points. The more I think about it, the 

more appealing the idea of treeing becomes. I also 

acknowledge your point about doing other kinds of 

measurements that would extend our value.  

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Re: Tree-ing and outreach 

by edfrank » Sat Nov 26, 2011 12:17 pm  

Chris and Bob,  There are four groups of people who 

seem to have a recreational interest in trees that we 

might reach out to in treeing efforts: 

 

1) Hikers - people who like to hike and explore the 

woods and wilderness.  Some of our members are 

involved in this type of activity rather than doing 

measurements.  These are a group to which tree 

guidebooks or hiking guidebooks might appeal. 

 Educational materials for kids might also be in this 

category. 

 

2) Tree Climbers - there are many recreational tree 

climbers who climb trees for fun. 

 

3) Geocachers - Not specifically those with an 

interest in trees, but many caches are in wooded areas 

or at trees themselves.  The upside is that these 

people are already doing GPS measurements as part 

of their treasure hunt.  I know several state parks here 

in PA have listings of the GPS locations of select 

trees in the park for people to locate. 

 

4) People who visit the woods in search of an 

emotional release, spiritual connection, or inspiration. 

 These include the people who are doing things like 

"forest bathing"  or communing with nature.   

 

Edward Frank 

 

Re: Tree-ing and outreach 

by Steve Galehouse » Sat Nov 26, 2011 4:21 pm  

Ed, Chris, Bob-  I first stumbled upon ENTS about 

five years ago, looking for groups with interest in 

native trees as they applied to ornamental 

horticulture, but quickly learned most ENTS 

members weren't into landscaping or gardening, 

which was somewhat of a surprise. The group is 

more about native trees in natural settings, and native 

forests are the primary interest of most of the 

ENTS(now NTS) members, as it always was with 

me---native trees in horticulture was a sideline for 

me. 

 

I think a possible source for "recruits" are wildflower 

associations and native plant associations(which are 

primarily wildflower oriented), but I think some 

members of such groups can't see the trees for the 

trilliums. Still, persons in these groups would have an 

interest in native woodlands which might carry over 

to the trees. 

 

I also mentioned, and intended to pursue but haven't 

as yet, the possibility of the NTS method of 

measuring and recording trees as a Scout project, a 

Merit Badge or whatever. I currently have no close 

ties with anyone in the BSA, but some members 

might. Others organizations that operate camps in 

wilderness areas (YMCA?) might also be a way to 

get youth involved. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=3291#p13249
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=3291#p13256
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=3291#p13261
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13249
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13256
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13261
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Giant Tuliptree, Hammonton, NJ 

by Barry Caselli » Mon Nov 21, 2011 3:51 am  

Recently I found out that my brother has gotten 

himself interested in big trees. Yesterday I went for a 

ride with him to see some trees in local places. I also 

showed him a few. Here is a giant Tuliptree that we 

measured to 14'10" CBH give or take a couple 

inches. Man, what a tree. The ugly guy is me. 

This is a residential street tree, but bigger than any 

other in the town, at least that we know of. We 

couldn't figure out how it got there. 

 

 

Barry Caselli 

 

Lake Ontario - St. Lawrence Lowlands 

Tree Survey 

by Tom Howard » Mon Nov 21, 2011 5:21 pm  

Lake Ontario - St. Lawrence Lowlands Tree Survey: 

 The project, being headed by Tom Howard  is to 

document and measure the exceptional trees in the 

central New York region.  There are several 

exceptional old growth patches in the northern 

Syracuse area, Rochester area, and Green Lake State 

Park, among others. The project area includes most 

of upper New York, excluding the Adirondacks and 

encompasses the Erie-Ontario Lowlands and 

extending to include the St. Lawrence Lowlands. 

 Other participants among others in the survey 

include Adam Rosen and Dale Luthringer. 

 

Washington Grove City Park 

Attachment(s) by adam.rosen » Sun Nov 13, 2011 

11:18 am    

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3263 

 

North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove 10/30/2011 

by tomhoward » Sun Oct 30, 2011 5:26 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206 

 

Eastern NY Sites 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=103&t=3292#p13189
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=302&t=3295#p13195
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=302&t=3295#p13195
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3263
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13189
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5867&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5868&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13195
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by tomhoward » Sun Oct 23, 2011 2:39 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3169 

 

Green Lakes State Park 4/24/2011 

by tomhoward » Thu Apr 28, 2011 10:43 am  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=2419 

 

Liverpool School Maple Grove 

by tomhoward » Mon Nov 22, 2010 8:09 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1680 

 

North Syracuse Pitch Pine Cut Down 

by tomhoward » Thu Apr 14, 2011 9:15 am  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=2361 

 

North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove 

by tomhoward » Sun Dec 05, 2010 12:24 pm 

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1720 

 

North Syracuse Oak Groves 

by tomhoward » Wed Nov 17, 2010 10:20 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1663 

 

Beaver Lake Nature Center - 111 Foot Scots Pine 

by tomhoward » Fri Oct 29, 2010 7:43 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1577 

 

Root Glen, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY - Norway 

Spruce 

Attachment(s) by tomhoward » Sat Oct 09, 2010 8:31 

pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1485 

 

Holland Patent Cemetery 

Attachment(s) by tomhoward » Sat Oct 09, 2010 8:34 

pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1486 

 

Wizard of Oz Oak Grove 

by tomhoward » Sat Aug 21, 2010 3:19 pm 

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1253 

 

North Syracuse Update 7/31/2010 

by tomhoward » Sun Aug 01, 2010 11:22 am  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1162 

 

Northern New York Sites 

by tomhoward » Fri Jul 23, 2010 7:48 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1130 

 

Marcellus Maple 

by tomhoward » Sun Jul 04, 2010 10:53 am  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1061 

 

North Syracuse Update 7/25/2010 

by tomhoward » Sun Jul 25, 2010 5:23 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1133 

 

Selkirk Shores State Park 

Attachment(s) by tomhoward » Fri Jul 23, 2010 8:06 

pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1131 

 

Sackets Harbor, NY 

Attachment(s) by tomhoward » Mon May 31, 2010 

9:57 am 

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=832 

 

Wizard of Oz Oak Grove Rucker Update 

Attachment(s) by tomhoward » Sat Jul 03, 2010 2:11 

pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1053 

 

Onondaga County Oldest Trees 

by tomhoward » Sat Jul 03, 2010 2:23 pm 

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1055 

 

Central NY Old Growth Sites 

by tomhoward » Sat Jul 03, 2010 2:18 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1054 

 

Fort Ontario Cottonwoods 

by tomhoward » Thu Jul 01, 2010 8:05 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1044 

 

Wizard of Oz Oak Grove Update - Poe Black Oak 

has fallen 

by tomhoward » Thu Jul 01, 2010 7:52 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1043 

 

North Syracuse Cemetery Sugar Maples 

by tomhoward » Sun May 23, 2010 3:01 pm 

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=788 

 

North Syracuse, NY Update Apr. – May 2010 

by tomhoward » Sat May 08, 2010 2:25 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=705 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3169
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=2419
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1680
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=2361
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1720
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1663
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1577
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1485
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1486
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1253
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1162
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1130
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1061
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1133
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1131
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=832
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1053
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1055
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1054
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1044
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=1043
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=788
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=705
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New York State Thruway Parking Area - west of exit 

33 

by tomhoward » Sat May 08, 2010 2:27 pm 

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=706 

 

Beaver Lake Nature Center, Onondaga Co., NY 

4/18/2010 

by tomhoward » Sat May 08, 2010 2:23 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=703 

 

Green Lakes State Park, Onondaga Co., NY 

4/30/2010 

by tomhoward » Sat May 08, 2010 2:24 pm  

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=704 

 

Powder Mills Park, Rochester NY 

by greif » Mon Mar 15, 2010 11:31 pm 

viewtopic.php?f=105&t=111 

 

From the NTS Website: 

 http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldt ... 

w_york.htm 

 

Syracuse Baldcypress Mar 7, 2010 

North Syracuse Woods 2 Mar 5, 2010. 

North Syracuse Woods Mar 4, 2010. 

North Syracuse Update January 2, 2010 

Wizard of Oz Oak Grove December 16, 2009 

North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove Summary 

December 12, 2009 

North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove Photo 

December 12, 2009 

Onondaga County Old Growth pictures   December 

12, 2009 

North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove photo 

 December 12, 2009 

Green Lakes SP, NY black maples December 8, 2009 

North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove Heights 

December 6, 2009 

Wizard of Oz Oak Grove Height Update December 5, 

2009 

Liverpool Maple Grove and North Syracuse Trees 

Nov. 30, 2009 

Beaver Lake Nature Center Nov. 24, 2009 

Beaver Lake Nature Center, NY Nov. 23, 2009 

Tallest Trees in NY Girth Nov. 22, 2009 

North Syracuse Oak Grove Heights Nov. 21, 2009 

Tallest Trees New York State Nov. 17, 2009 

Wizard of Oz Oak Grove Heights Nov. 15, 2009 

Kennedy Park Woods, North Syracuse, NY July 2009 

Wizard of Oz Oak Grove, NY Rucker Girth Index 

and Ages July 4, 2009 

Liverpool Maple Grove Basswood ages, NY  June 

28, 2009 

Green Lake SP Age Data, NY June 27, 2009 

Brewerton oak grove, Onondaga County, NY June 

27, 2009 

Clark Reservation State Park, NY June 21, 2009  

Central New York Sites June 14, 2009 

Onondaga County Old Growth, NY March 19. 2009 

Onondaga County Old Growth, NY March 19, 2009 

HWA in Finger Lakes District  March 12, 2009 

Letchworth SP east side; Bizarre White Pine   March 

7, 2009 

Letchworth State Park January 28 2009 

Oneida Tree Jan 2009 

Buffalo - big Sycamore March 2008 

Finger Lakes National Forest Nov 2006 

Green Lake State Park May 2002 

Letchworth State Park Feb 2007 

Sycamore in Buffalo June 2008 

 

November Quote from Sand County... 

by Jenny » Sun Nov 20, 2011 1:13 pm  

This is a beautiful paragraph from Part I of Aldo 

Leopold's "A Sand County Almanac" from 

November: 

 

"Out of the clouds I hear a faint bark, as of a faraway 

dog.  It is strange how the world cocks its ears at that 

sound, wondering.  Soon it is louder: the honk of 

geese, invisible, but coming on. 

 

The flock emerges from the low clouds, a tattered 

banner of birds, dipping and rising, blown up and 

down, blown together and blown apart, but 

advancing, the wind wrestling lovingly with each 

winnowing wing.  When the flock is a blur in the far 

sky I hear the last honk, sounding taps for summer. 

 

It is warm behind the driftwood now, for the wind has 

gone with the geese. So would I - if I were the wind." 

 

Jenny 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=706
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=703
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=704
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=111
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/new_york/index_new_york.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/new_york/index_new_york.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=23&t=3284#p13177
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13177
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Is This A Red Hickory? 

by George Fieo » Mon Nov 21, 2011 9:09 pm  

I found a hickory while documenting a site today but 

I'm not certain if it's a pignut or red hickory.  The 

bark is thick and somewhat shaggy.  The fruit is 

round with a thin husk and the nut is not angled.  I 

know there has been some discussion in the past 

about pignut vs red.  I have two questions.  Which 

hickory is it and if red should it be listed as a red or 

as a pignut? 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=3299#p13199
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13199
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5877&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5876&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5875&mode=view
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Raising the mission, MTSF 

by dbhguru » Tue Nov 22, 2011 10:24 am  

NTS,     Yesterday, Monica and I took Elizabeth and 

Jonathan Perry to the Elders Grove to choose a 

candidate tree for naming. Then we went to the 

northern end of MTSF to visit a special red maple.  

 

   Elizabeth and Jonathan are members of the 

Wampanoag Nation. They are the real deal, members 

of those indigenous people who were the original 

citizens of the land we now call Massachusetts. Both 

Elizabeth and Jonathan have important roles in the 

Wampanoag affairs. Elizabeth was one of the 

presenters in this past Forest Summit, and she has 

agreed to play a role in our developing new mission 

to help DCR with interpretive services. I'll report 

more on that mission as time goes on, but it has 

approval from the highest echelons within DCR. We 

will upgrade the Internet descriptions of our state 

parks, trail brochures, kiosks, and interpretive 

programs. Elizabeth and Jonathan will help us 

improve the quality and accuracy of information 

provided by DCR about Native Americans in 

Massachusetts.  

 

    One of the specific objectives of our new mission 

with respect to MTSF is to produce a park map with 

an overlay of Native names of the land features. In 

fact, features will be dual-named. One set of names 

will be the current English ones as shown on existing 

maps, the so-called official names, e.g. Todd 

Mountain would be shown. The second set would be 

Indian names especially adopted to reflect Native 

American values and ways of describing land 

features. The current names usually reflect original 

English property owners. These names convey 

nothing about the character of the land. If anything, 

they reflect the values of the European settlers that 

ignored the true ssence of the land and emphasized 

who "owned" it. 

 

    We visited the Elders Grove where we selected a 

white pine to receive the name of a Wampanoag 

elder. That event will require consultation and 

ceremony at occur at the appropriate time. The pine 

grows just above the trail and is one of the more 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=87&t=3302#p13213
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5874&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5873&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13213


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 11, November 2011 
 

107 

 

conspicuously large trees. Its dimensions are: girth = 

11.3 feet, height = 152.5 ft. 

 

    After leaving the Elders grove, we went to visit 

Magic Maple. Monica and I wanted to share this fine 

red maple with our Wampanoag friends. We knew 

that they would appreciate it. The first image shows 

Jonathan and Elizabeth. The second is of Monica and 

yours truly. 

 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

 

 

Nikon Prostaff 440’s for sale 

by djluthringer » Wed Nov 23, 2011 5:52 pm  

I just found a slew of refurbished Nikon 440’s at 

Natchez Shooter Supplies in Chattanooga, TN.    

 

http://www.natchezss.com/product.cfm?contentID=pr

oductDetail&prodID=NK8352BR&=sourcegoogleps 

 

Dale Luthringer 

 

Lynn Margulis Passed Away Nov 22, 2011 

http://bugtracks.wordpress.com/2011/11/22/lynn-

margulis/ 

Lynn Margulis apparently suffered a stroke last 

week, and her son, Dorion Sagan, posted on his 

Facebook page yesterday: “My mom just died 

peacefully in her sleep at home surrounded by family 

including my sister Jenny and son Tonio, and three 

granddaughters.” 

by dbhguru » Thu Nov 24, 2011 9:31 am  

   Yes, a very sad day for many of us. As some of you 

know, Lynn Margulis was Gary Beluzo's mentor. 

Additionally, Bart Bouricius's wife was Lynn's 

doctor. I had the honor of walking the woods with 

Lynn on several occasions. She valued her walks 

with Gary and me. The impact of her theories will be 

felt for years to come. Lynn's first husband was 

astronomer Carl Sagan. Their son Dorian Sagan lives 

in Northampton. 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Here is another article about her: 

http://www.boston.com/news/science/articles/2011/1

1/23/evolutionary_biologist_lynn_margulis_dies_in_

mass/ 

From Wikipedia:  Lynn Margulis (March 5, 1938 – 

November 22, 2011[1]) was an American biologist 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3303#p13225
http://www.natchezss.com/product.cfm?contentID=productDetail&prodID=NK8352BR&=sourcegoogleps
http://www.natchezss.com/product.cfm?contentID=productDetail&prodID=NK8352BR&=sourcegoogleps
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3304#p13227
http://bugtracks.wordpress.com/2011/11/22/lynn-margulis/
http://bugtracks.wordpress.com/2011/11/22/lynn-margulis/
http://www.boston.com/news/science/articles/2011/11/23/evolutionary_biologist_lynn_margulis_dies_in_mass/
http://www.boston.com/news/science/articles/2011/11/23/evolutionary_biologist_lynn_margulis_dies_in_mass/
http://www.boston.com/news/science/articles/2011/11/23/evolutionary_biologist_lynn_margulis_dies_in_mass/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5878&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5879&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13225
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13228
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and University Professor in the Department of 

Geosciences at the University of Massachusetts 

Amherst She is best known for her theory on the 

origin of eukaryotic organelles, and her contributions 

to the endosymbiotic theory, which is now generally 

accepted for how certain organelles were formed. She 

is also associated with the Gaia hypothesis, based on 

an idea developed by the English environmental 

scientist James Lovelock.  She attended the 

University of Chicago at age 14 having entered 

"because she wanted to go and they let me in". At 19, 

she married astronomer Carl Sagan. Her children are 

popular science writer and co-author Dorion Sagan, 

software developer and founder of Sagan Technology 

Jeremy Sagan, New York City criminal defense 

lawyer Zachary Margulis-Ohnuma, and teacher and 

author Jennifer Margulis.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lynn_Margulis  

 

Re: Lynn Margulis Passed away Nov 22, 

2011 

by edfrank » Thu Nov 24, 2011 1:17 pm  

Lynn Margulis 2004 Rutgers Interview (1/3)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8xqu_TlQPU 

Biologist Lynn Margulis, recipient of the National 

Medal of Science is interviewed by Jay Tischfield, 

chair of Genetics department at Rutgers, The State 

University of New Jersey.  

 

Part 2: 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOjKZdW8HSY 

Part 3: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaAkrnoXA0M 

 

Activism, Deep Ecology & the Gaian Era - Lynn 

Margulis, Stephen Buhner and John Seed  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zc99ikb3KXY 

Lynn Margulis, Stephen Buhner and John Seed speak 

to a crowd at Amherst College in 2005 

 

 

LynnMargulis Discusses Her Love Of Science 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIXsKHIECAs 

Lynn Margulis discusses her love of science. 

3 Qüestions: Lynn Margulis  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_RfwX7ZiIc&fe

ature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLD07A59FE

5537C75E 

Lynn Margulis és una de les més importants 

científiques en el camp de la microbiologia. Les 

seves aportacions a la biologia i l'evolucionisme són 

diverses. Entre d'altres, destaca la seva Teoria sobre 

l'Endosimbiosi. 

 

Wooden Grave Markers, NJ 

by edfrank » Thu Nov 24, 2011 8:36 pm  

Today Barry Caselli posted a new video from Batsto-

Pleasant Mills Cemetery in New Jersey 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kavkgAysj-

c&feature=uploademail 

 

6:12 into video Barry shows a wooden grave marker 

found in the cemetery: 

 

Barry suggests the wooden grave marker may be 200 

years old and is made of Atlantic White Cedar. 

 

There also are a number of Bog Iron Markers in the 

Cemetery:  Gravestones - bog iron markers  

http://www.ettc.net/njarts/details.cfm?ID=1087 

Approximately forty bog iron markers can still be 

found in southern New Jersey.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lynn_Margulis
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3304#p13230
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3304#p13230
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8xqu_TlQPU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOjKZdW8HSY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaAkrnoXA0M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zc99ikb3KXY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIXsKHIECAs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_RfwX7ZiIc&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLD07A59FE5537C75E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_RfwX7ZiIc&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLD07A59FE5537C75E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_RfwX7ZiIc&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLD07A59FE5537C75E
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=164&t=3306#p13234
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kavkgAysj-c&feature=uploademail
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kavkgAysj-c&feature=uploademail
http://www.ettc.net/njarts/details.cfm?ID=1087
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13230
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13234
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Apparently wooden grave markers were more 

common at one time.  This short video doesn't 

actually show any, but indicates they were there at 

one time: Wooden Grave Markers, New Jersey 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_F4p-d-zAI 

What appears to be a lone grave in the middle of 

nowhere is actually the only surviving gravestone 

from an old cemetery. His was the only marker made 

of stone and not wood.  

 

There also are records and photographs found on the 

web of cemeteries and grave sites in the arid western 

US with wooden grave markers.  Wikipedia lists 

several locations elsewhere in the world: 

 http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Categ ... 

ve_markers 

 

Have ay of you seen any of these wooden markers? 

 

Edward Frank 

 

Re: Wooden Grave Markers, NJ 

by Barry Caselli » Thu Nov 24, 2011 10:35 pm  

That short video of the Charles Wills gravesite shows 

what is actually called the Eagle Cemetery. The 

wooden gravemarkers are gone only because they 

were lost to forest fire, unless they were of pine and 

not cedar, in which case they would probably be gone 

anyway. Atlantic White Cedar lasts a very long time, 

even in contact with the ground. 

I'm very familiar with that little burial ground. There 

are indeed no other markers left but that of Charles 

Wills. 

If I were to search through my digital photos and my 

prints I could come up with photos of many wooden 

markers. They are all believed to be Atlantic White 

Cedar. 

 

 

 

 

Inspirational Tree 

by RyanLeClair » Thu Nov 24, 2011 11:12 pm  

The following tree is a pin oak. It is to be found in 

the woods adjacent to Elizabethtown College, 

Elizabethtown, PA. A vandal went through these 

woods and cut some trees along the trail. This pin oak 

was one of the trees damaged. The vandal girdled the 

tree with a chainsaw. However, as of April the tree 

was vigorous and leafing out. 

 

The chainsaw work, though thorough, left a sliver of 

cambium. Is that why the tree was able to leaf? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_F4p-d-zAI
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Wooden_grave_markers
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Wooden_grave_markers
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=164&t=3306#p13235
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3307#p13236
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13235
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13236
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5884&mode=view
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Ryan LeClair 

 

Jagermeister 

by mdvaden » Sat Nov 26, 2011 3:26 am  

Tonight, I cracked the top on a tiny bottle of 

Jagermeister while corresponding about a practice 

photo shoot tomorrow in the nearby park. Then I 

wonder, what the heck does that name mean? 

 

So I look at Wikipedia, because the guy in the store 

said it probably meant "rot gut" 

 

Turns out that in addition to game wardens, it used to 

used of senior foresters. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A4germeister 

 

And of course the ENTS board came to mind – lol 

M. D. Vaden 

 

Dozens of large & old trees removed at 

Batsto 

by Barry Caselli » Sat Nov 26, 2011 9:19 pm  

I originally wrote this for local people who know the 

village and some of the trees, but you'll still 

understand. 

 

Yesterday I went over to Batsto to show my brother a 

whole bunch of the biggest and most unusual of the 

old trees that are there, but they were all gone! That 

is, all the largest, oldest and/or most unusual in 

appearance. 

The trees were just as special as the buildings. They 

were irreplaceable and now they are gone. To me it's 

just as bad as if someone went through the village 

and removed all the buildings. It's just sickening. I 

can't believe this was done. For years I've been upset 

with the DEP for the things they've been doing. But 

this tops them all. First they took out that awesome 

hollow Buttonwood near the mansion several years 

ago, which was shocking enough. Then they took out 

the monster Buttonwood next to the mansion steps, 

then that White Mulberry between the mansion and 

the chicken pens, then the Buttonwood near the post 

office entrance. Then more recently they took out 

those two oaks on the entrance road. But now this! 

This most recent project beats all of that! I was 

shocked and outraged. I just left a message with the 

DEP on a web form. Obviously the trees are gone and 

there's nothing that can be done. But it doesn't change 

how I feel about it. Fortunately I have tons of 

pictures. And last year I measured the circumference 

of all the trees from the mansion down to the 

blacksmith shop, and took pictures with my father 

standing in front of them. Also I have many pictures 

of all those Catalpas between the Grist Mill and that 

gate over there on 542. But it's much nicer to look at 

living trees than to look at pictures! This is just 

sickening. How could they? 

So anyway, I just wanted to vent about this. 

I'm assuming that the DEP (the parent agency of the 

State Park Service) sent someone to evaluate all the 

trees and then deemed most of them to be hazard 

trees. I think that's a pretty good assumption. 

So I just wanted to vent some anger. 

 

Thanks for reading, 

Barry Caselli 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=143&t=3308#p13253
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A4germeister
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=103&t=3310#p13264
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=103&t=3310#p13264
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5883&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13253
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13264
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Re: Monster Pines of the Central Sierra 

by M.W.Taylor » Sun Nov 27, 2011 12:54 am  

Here is another picture of that 8.6' dbh ponderosa 

pine in Eldorado National Forest.  Ponderosa, Jeffrey 

and Sugar pine can all turn into true forest giants 

given the right conditions.  

 

My attention has now focused on the higher 

elevations of Eldorado and potential jeffrey pine 

champions.  Will have to wait until next year after the 

snow melts. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

8.6' dbh, 235' tall ponderosa in Eldorado National 

Forest 

 

Ohiopyle State Park 

by sjhalow » Sun Nov 27, 2011 12:34 pm  

Recently I went to Ohiopyle State Park with my 

girlfriend, Randi, to investigate some nice trees. 

Several ENTs, including Dale Luthringer, Ed Frank, 

Carl Harting and Tony Kelly, have visited Ohiopyle 

over the last few years.  

 

Links tor prevous trips 

 

http://groups.google.com/group/entstrees/browse_thr

ead/thread/4b65935fe745fc78?hl=en 

 

http://groups.google.com/group/entstrees/browse_thr

ead/thread/1d21cc503305ed4d?hl=en 

 

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/penna/ohi

opyle06/ohiopyle_state_park.htm 

 

In October, we got a chance to fly in a small plane. 

The pilot fly us over Ohiopyle, and Randi took some 

nice pictures of the Fern Cliff and Great Gorge areas.  

                                        

 

Great Allegheny Passage Bike Trail 

                                

 

        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3240&start=20#p13269
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=154&t=3314#p13275
http://groups.google.com/group/entstrees/browse_thread/thread/4b65935fe745fc78?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/entstrees/browse_thread/thread/4b65935fe745fc78?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/entstrees/browse_thread/thread/1d21cc503305ed4d?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/entstrees/browse_thread/thread/1d21cc503305ed4d?hl=en
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/penna/ohiopyle06/ohiopyle_state_park.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/penna/ohiopyle06/ohiopyle_state_park.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13269
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5891&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13275
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5892&mode=view


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 11, November 2011 
 

112 

 

 

 Ferncliff Natural Area viewed from the south 

On 11/11/2011 we drove to the park on a blustery 

late fall day. Although there was wind and snow on 

the ridgetops, Ohiopyle was sheltered and quite 

pleasant. Our first objective was to document a very 

tall Scarlet Oak that we had spotted on a hike around 

the Fern cliff peninsula last July 4th. At that time I 

got a height of around 130'. With the leaf canopy 

mostly gone, we got a height of 132'. Nearby is 

another Scarlet Oak (123.0'), and a Northern Red Oak 

(131.5).  

                                        
 

 Scarlet Oak 132' 

From here we proceeded to the biking/hiking trail 

bridge. Near the base of the bridge we found a Tulip 

Tree (143.0'), Shagbark hickory (126.0') and Black 

Cherry (137.0'). 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5894&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5899&mode=view
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 Black Cherry 137' 

Then we crossed the river to the Great Gorge Trail. 

Here we found a White Ash (135.0'), Bitternut 

Hickory (124.0') and Cucumber Tree (123.0'). We 

also measured  several other Black Cherry and White 

Ash trees > 130'. 

                                        

 

 White Ash 135' 

Next we investigated a Lidar hit > 155.0' at the 

southern end of the trail near Cucumber Falls. It 

turned out to be a White Pine around 120' 

overhanging a 40' cliff. Beautiful tree and setting, 

though not incredibly tall.  

 

There are also a number of Lidar hits in the upper 

140's in several other areas of the park. The park is 

several thousand acres in size, there is much more to 

investigate. We are hoping to revisit the Ferncliff 

area of the park sometime this winter.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5900&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5901&mode=view
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List of measured trees  

 

Scarlet Oak           132.0'    8'-7" 

Scarlet Oak           123.0'    9'-5.5" 

N Red Oak             131.5'    13'-0" 

Black Cherry          137.0'    7'-5" 

Tulip Tree             143.0'     9'-1" 

Shagbark Hickory   126.0" 

White Ash             135.0' 

Bitternut Hickory   124.0'  

Cucumber Tree      123.0' 

Sassafras              108.5     4'-8" 

Red Maple             117.0' 

Sugar Maple          118.0'  

White Pine            132.0     9'-0" 

 

 

Combining these heights with trees previously 

recorded by Dale, Ed, Carl and Tony, gives Ohiopyle 

a RHI10 > 130!  

 

1  Tulip Tree                143.0 

2  Black Cherry         137.0 

3  White Ash             135.0 

4  White Pine (Dale)  132.8 

5  Scarlet Oak                132.0 

6  Northern Red Oak  131.5 

7  Shagbark Hickory   126.0  

8  E Hemlock (Dale)   124.4   

9  Bitternut Hickory   124.0   

10 Cucumber Tree     123.0  

 

RHI10                      130.87 

Steve Halow 

 

Three New Hardwood World Records 

Verified In California 

by M.W.Taylor » Sun Nov 27, 2011 1:07 am  

Mike Hanuschick met up today with Zane Moore 

who reported the 152' sycamore tree and 151' tanoak 

near Santa Cruz.  Mike happily reports getting similar 

figures to Zane and Steve Moore on the tall sycamore 

tree dubbed "The Sycamoore". The new total height 

verified independently with Impulse200LR laser is 

156.5' for this california sycamore. I reported this tree 

a few weeks ago at 152.5', but since that time Zane 

found a higher leader and Mike's figure was nearly 

identical. Nearby Mike, Zane and Steve found an 

even taller hardwood tree, a california bay laurel that 

stands about 160' even. This shatters the previous 

record by almost 9 feet !  Also in the same general 

area is a tanoak that stands about 151'.  All three of 

these are new height records. Zane Moore and father 

Steve Moore (and Mike Hanuschick too) are serious 

and I would say prolific tall tree hunters. I predict 

many exciting future discoveries from these 

gentlemen. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

WNTS VP 

California Big Trees Program & AFA Big Trees 

Coordinator 

http://www.landmarktrees.net 

 

 

Simple area determination 

by dbhguru » Sun Nov 27, 2011 8:45 pm  

   There are important uses for our talents and 

instruments other than measuring tree height and 

girth. In the early stages of my old growth forest 

explorations, I was often interested in stand densities, 

i.e. the number of stems per unit area. I was often 

documenting an area of irregular shape. My area 

calculations were crude. It didn't occur to me that a 

simple compass, laser rangefinder, and clinometer 

could be used quickly to compute a triangular area. 

However, use of LTI's TruPulse 360 make the 

process simple. But why stop at a triangular area? I'm 

now extending the process to polygons of up to 8 

sides. I may eventually go higher. Here is a look at 

the triangle solution. 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3312#p13270
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3312#p13270
http://www.landmarktrees.net/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3319#p13283
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13270
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13283
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    One might approach the area question using 

Google Earth, mapping software, or the area function 

of a GPS. However, for relatively small areas these 

approaches may not work for any of several reasons. 

For example, I've used the area function built into my 

Garmin Oregon 450t on a number of occasions and it 

falls apart for small areas. The errors go out of sight. 

However, the method described above can give quick 

results to around 5% accuracy.I hope to improve on 

that. 

 

   If anyone wants the spreadsheet that does the 

calculations, please let me know, and I'll post it. 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Re: Simple area determination 

by Joe » Mon Nov 28, 2011 11:28 am  

dbhguru wrote:  Joe, Yes, I realize that prisms allow 

for density determinations. I use prisms and a Cruz 

All for basal area and stem counts. What I'm after 

are specific acreages for areas with  irregular 

boundaries (e.g. a bog or wetland) regardless of 

what's growing there. I'm unfamiliar with how those 

kinds of determinations are made now. I guess I've 

not asked the right questions. How do you presently 

go about establishing the exact acreages of specific 

areas within a larger site? I may be wasting my time. 

 

 

Bob, I use the state's GIS aerial photography- which 

are corrected for scale (orthophotography). The latest 

you can blow up to just under 100' per inch and 

sometimes quite a bit more. They are remarkably 

clear. You can very easily distinguish most stands. 

Wetlands stand out. If stands are similar and blur into 

each other- that can be somewhat difficult- for such 

stands, if I wanted to get it right I'd walk the area 

with a compass and hip chain, then map that out, then 

use a dot grid since I can't afford a fancy planimeter 

which is more accurate. It all depends on how 

accurate is good enough for you. 

 

the aerial photograph uses "Mr. SID format" which is 

an amazing graphic format. It's meant to be used with 

multi thousand dollar GIS software like ArcView 

which I can't afford. I've figured out ways to use it 

and print to scale just as accurate without the 

expensive software. 

 

Another way is to walk around the site with a GPS 

unit. Then interface that with GIS software or 

something like Terrain Navigator which is primarly a 

USGS top map program. The program will show 

those GPS points and calculate the area. 

 

Then again, there's lots of ways to skin a cat (not that 

I'd know)- so if your method does what you want 

conveniently, then I guess you're all set. 

 

Again, if it's about measuring something odd shaped 

like a bog or other wetland, they really do stand out 

perfectly on the aerial photos and they are indeed 

often extremely irregular and easy to measure on the 

photos (using a standard dot grid)- whereas, walking 

around them taking readings with your laser tool 

might be time consuming and you'll get your feet 

wet. 

 

The state aerial photography is excellent for this 

purpose but it's tricky to use. The imagery is 

"orthophotography" so it's correct to scale and you 

can print to any scale. With Google Earth, I don't 

think the imagery is ortho and you can't print to any 

scale you want. Other than hiring a registered 

surveyor to map a property- I can't think of a better 

way- as long as the detail is visible- and much is, 

especially wetlands.   

Once I print out a nice looking photo to scale- then I 

use a "dot grid" which is quite accurate to determine 

acreage, though not as accurate as a planimeter but 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3319#p13296
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5903&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13296
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it's a lot cheaper and it's plenty accurate enough for 

most purposes. 

Another option- using a GPS unit works well for 

areas that are not clear enough on the state's aerial 

photography. Of course a GPS can interface with 

expensive and complicated GIS software like 

ArcView or whatever- but I have a great program 

designed to show all the topo maps- called Terrain 

Navigator- which can bring up all the USGS top 

maps. Then you can record a walk with your GPS, 

then plug the GPS into your computer and the info 

will show on Terrain Navigator- which can then 

calculate the area. 

 

I think it's now possible to interface a GPS unit with 

Google Earth but I haven't tried that yet. The ideal 

thing is to have a hand held computer which can 

show the aerial photos and interface with the GPS 

unit but those hand held units are also very 

expensive. I'm thinking  that's probably what Gary B. 

uses. 

Joe Zorzin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas greetings 

by fpaillet » Sun Nov 27, 2011 2:58 pm  

 

I am off to work in Australia until the end of January 

and have to get my annual Christmas greeting and 

illustration out early.  So what better excuse than to 

fall back on things chestnut. 

 

Fred Paillet 

  

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3316#p13279
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13279
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5902&mode=view
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Greensboro Watershed and Adjoining 

Parks,NC 

by bbeduhn » Mon Nov 28, 2011 2:58 pm  

I was in Greensboro, NC for Thanksgiving.  I did 

some measuring in the Greensboro Watershed and 

adjoining parks.  I'll continue to measure a section 

each time I get back that way.  I did two sections this 

past weekend.  This is slightly out of white pine's 

range so that species is primarily planted.  The 

Virginia pine was the surprise.  It is the most 

dominant pine in most areas.  The loblolly may be 

more plentiful but tends to grow in groves.  The VP 

is quite tall despite being on the edge of its range, 

much like in the southern Blue Ridge Escarpment. 

 

 

Am. Elm           67.0 

Virg. pine       102.9 

White pine        79.7 

Shortleaf pine   104.2 

Loblolly pine    118.5 

Pignut hickory   119.5 

Shagbark hick    114.4  (I believe it's the southern 

shag) 

Mock hick        119.8 

White oak        113.0 

Scarlet oak      110.5 

Black oak        101.7 

N. red oak       119.4 

S. red oak       101.5 

Redcedar          76.7 

Sweetgum         113.0 

Red maple         96.0 

Beech             99.0 

Green ash        102.0 

Sourwood          68.5 

Tuliptree        140.6 

  

RI  5 = 123.56 

RI 10 = 117.29 

RI 20 = 103.04 

 

Tuliptree heights: 125.5  126  126  128.8  131.5 

 131.5  132  133  137.7  138  140.6 

Brian Beduhn 

CANADA’s MOSSIEST MAPLE 

RAINFOREST 

by Ancinet Forest Alliance » Tue Nov 29, 

2011 7:44 pm  

CANADA’s MOSSIEST RAINFOREST – New 

Photogallery and Events! 

 

To our Ancient Forest Friends: 

 

We are excited to finally share with you the latest, 

incredible old-growth stand that we’ve come across: 

the “MOSSY MAPLE RAINFOREST”! 

 

 

 

This spectacular forest on Vancouver Island near 

Cowichan Lake includes the incredible "Mossy 

Maple Grove”, a stand of enormous bigleaf maple 

trees – some as much as 2.5 meters (8 feet) wide – 

completely draped in hanging gardens of mosses and 

ferns. 

 

Unlike other spotlighted old-growth forests in BC 

that have all been “coniferous” or needle-leaf trees 

(spruce, fir, cedar, etc.), this is an old-growth 

“deciduous” or broad-leaf rainforest. This area has 

also been nicknamed “Fangorn Forest” after the 

forest in The Lord of the Rings. 

 

 

Follow the links below to see: 

 

Stunning new photos of the Mossy Maple Grove: 

http://www.ancientforestalliance.org/ph ... 

.php?sID=2  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3321#p13300
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3321#p13300
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=68&t=3329#p13313
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=68&t=3329#p13313
http://www.ancientforestalliance.org/photos-sub.php?sID=2
http://www.ancientforestalliance.org/photos-sub.php?sID=2
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13300
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13313
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The Times Colonist news article: 

http://www.timescolonist.com/technology ... 

z1f7OT42E0  

 

Ancient Forest Alliance press release – “Canada’s 

Mossiest Rainforest” found on Vancouver Island: 

http://www.ancientforestalliance.org/ne ... 

php?ID=329  

 

 

Vote for photo of Hearts Content old-

growth 

by PAwildernessadvocate » Wed Nov 30, 2011 

11:15 am  

The Warren Times Observer newspaper is currently 

running a photo contest for their 2012 calendar. 

 

One of the photos that readers can vote for is of the 

Hearts Content old-growth in the Allegheny National 

Forest (photo #7): 

 

http://extras.timesobserver.com/PhotoCo ... 

ontest.asp 

 

Please feel free to vote for Hearts Content (photo #7). 

It would be great to have a scene from an old-growth 

forest pictured on the front cover of their calendar for 

everyone in the county to see!  Thank you! 

 

Voting ends at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, December 13th.  

 

From the The Alnwick Mercury in NE 

England (1881) 

by Rob McBride » Tue Nov 29, 2011 7:33 pm  

A tree 4,840 years old and big enough for 300 

persons to get inside, a few leagues from San 

Francisco...wow!  Article published Sat 30th April 

1881 in the The Alnwick Mercury in NE England. 

                                        

http://www.timescolonist.com/technology/Canada+mossiest+rainforest+needs+protection+Island+groups/5780794/story.html#ixzz1f7OT42E0
http://www.timescolonist.com/technology/Canada+mossiest+rainforest+needs+protection+Island+groups/5780794/story.html#ixzz1f7OT42E0
http://www.ancientforestalliance.org/news-item.php?ID=329
http://www.ancientforestalliance.org/news-item.php?ID=329
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3331#p13317
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3331#p13317
http://extras.timesobserver.com/PhotoContest/PhotoContest.asp
http://extras.timesobserver.com/PhotoContest/PhotoContest.asp
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=30&t=3328#p13312
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=30&t=3328#p13312
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13317
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13312
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VOYNICH MANUSCRIPT 

by edfrank » Tue Nov 29, 2011 8:11 pm  

VOYNICH MANUSCRIPT 

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/digitallibrary/voynich

.html 

 

 

Voynich Manuscript (folio 9 recto) 

 

Written in Central Europe at the end of the 15th or 

during the 16th century, the origin, language, and 

date of the Voynich Manuscript—named after the 

Polish-American antiquarian bookseller, Wilfrid M. 

Voynich, who acquired it in 1912—are still being 

debated as vigorously as its puzzling drawings and 

undeciphered text. Described as a magical or 

scientific text, nearly every page contains botanical, 

figurative, and scientific drawings of a provincial but 

lively character, drawn in ink with vibrant washes in 

various shades of green, brown, yellow, blue, and 

red...  (continued) 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3330#p13314
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/digitallibrary/voynich.html
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/digitallibrary/voynich.html
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5917&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13314
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Negus Mountain, MA 

by dbhguru » Tue Nov 29, 2011 10:21 am  

NTS,  With the postponement of our trip to Cook 

Forest, Monica and I decided to return to our forest 

Mecca. We drove up the Deerfield River Gorge to 

Zoar Gap, the starting point for reaching the Elders 

Grove in MTSF. But instead of going into MTSF, I 

talked Monica into a rendezvous with Negus 

Mountain on the east side of the Deerfield River. It is 

private land, but hiking is allowed. I say 'talked 

Monica into a rendezvous with Negus' because it is 

all off trail, and other things equal, Monica prefers 

trails. But like the good sport she always is, she 

agreed to another of my sauntering tree explorations, 

which is precisely what the lower slopes of Negus 

offer. 

 

   I frequently show images of Negus Mountain taken 

from the west side of the Deerfield River in MTSF. 

So, I'll not break tradition and start off with two 

images taken in Mohawk. The first shows the 

Deerfield River, looking upstream. The ridge on the 

left side of the Deerfield is entirely in Mohawk. The 

second image looks directly across the Deerfield onto 

Negus Mountain. The sky was completely overcast 

throughout our time, so they are a little bland.  

                                        

 

 

  Negus is a small mountain, reaching 1773 feet 

elevation. However, at Zoar Gap, the summit of 

Negus abruptly rises 1,100 feet above the Deerfield 

River. Views from the summit of Negus are among 

the most dramatic in Massachusetts. But because the 

railroad runs at its foot, past fires have thoroughly 

scoured the ridge. I have frineds who have fought 

past blazes. The offending railroad belongs to 

Timothy Mellon of the famous Mellon family of 

bankers and runs from Boston, MA to Mechanicville, 

NY. It was once the Boston and Maine RR with over 

1,300 miles of track, dating back to the late 1830s. 

But it fell on hard times and Mellon bought it. 

Appropriately, we were treated to a choo-choo photo 

op at the start of our trek on Negus. 

                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3327#p13309
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=13309
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5910&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5908&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5913&mode=view
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   BTW, in the above images, the pines on the ridge 

beyond the train (actually on the other side of the 

river) are in MTSF. The trees along the summit of the 

ridge (Todd Mountain) are mostly hemlock and date 

to between 200 and 400 years in age. Most of the 

hardwoods in the foreground are northern red oaks 

and are relatively young, but higher on Negus, there 

is a band of old growth oaks covering between 40 

and 60 acres. Scrambling up to them was more than I 

could ask Monica to do. One of her knees is causing 

her problems, and the terrain quickly becomes very 

steep - dangerously steep in places. Besides, there are 

no big trees up there. Not one. 

 

   It had been many years since I had visited a swath 

of white pines that grow near the base of Negus. The 

swath is actually extensive, but our time would only 

permit exploring the close by portion. In my tree-

obsessed brain, it was time to see how much the pines 

had grown. As best as I could recall, they were in the 

115-to-125-foot range when I measured them around 

12 years ago. I think I remember measuring only one 

over 130 feet. I used a Bushnell laser rangefinder in 

those days.  

 

  Well, my aging memory hadn't failed me - always a 

relief. I found the pines still mostly to be between 

118 and 125 feet, but a few had grown taller. The 

catch for the day included pines at 132.2, 132.7, 

135.4, 135.5, 138.9, and 142.2 feet. The last pine 

measured a respectable 10.5 feet in girth. These great 

whites aren't that old and not that impressive, but 

given their growing conditions, I'd say they aren't 

doing too shabbily. And, Negus is another site in 

Massachusetts with white pines exceeding 140 feet. 

Here is a quick look at some of the pines. 

 

   After following my circuitous path, up, down, and 

around, for about 20 minutes, Monica decided she 

had had enough and elected to return to MTSF where 

she would choose a spot on the Deerfield River and 

sit quietly, reading her New Yorker and enjoying the 

lulling sounds of the Deerfield River. That freed me 

to explore with only one objective in mind, measure 

white pines.   

 

  When I returned from my wandering excursion, I 

found Monica exactly as I expected, happily reading 

her New Yorker, and  absorbing the ambience of the 

spot. Looking around, I think she had made the better 

choice. A large boulder near her perch called out to 

be photographed. So, I did. 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5914&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5909&mode=view
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    I'll close with an image of Sweetie Pie shown in a 

state of complete contentment. Monica is never 

happier than when she is near water with New Yorker 

firmly in hand. 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5911&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5912&mode=view
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External Links: 

Apple Creek Cemetery – Caution: Explosive 

Area 

November 1, 2011 · posted by webmaster · 

author: S. Zimmerman 

http://waynehistoricalohio.org/2011/11/01/app

le-creek-cemetery-caution-explosive-area/  

White Nose Disease news 

http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/3

35566/title/Cause_confirmed_in_bat_scourge  

 

Savannas and Forests in a Battle of the Biomes 

http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/43493 

Walking Among (Dead) Giants, OH 

http://cherylharner.blogspot.com/2011/10/walking-

among-giants.html  

Central Park may lose 1,000 trees to storm! 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/31/nyregion/in-

central-park-storm-may-claim-1000-trees.html  

Natural High - Tree climbing is no longer kids' 

stuff. With the right equipment and training, a killer 

view (and workout) can be yours 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204

394804577009982178326496.html#ixzz1cwJcMrCf    

Mapping Ancient Cherokee Trails  

http://www.cherokeepreservationfdn.org/cultural-

preservation-connect/success-stories/97-mapping-

ancient-cherokee-trails    

The mailman and his monsters - After Bob Smith 

delivers your mail, he writes stories. Soon, one of 

them may pay off in Hollywood. 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2011/11/04/27472

42/the-mailman-and-his-monsters.html  

American Chestnut Planting Tutorial 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_emb

edded&v=-O8IRqOYrP8 

History in the Heartwood By Whit Bronaugh 

http://www.americanforests.org/magazine/article/hist

ory-in-the-heartwood/ 

How to take better insect photos: the video 

http://myrmecos.net/2011/11/07/how-to-take-better-

insect-photos-the-video/ 

TEDxJacksonHole - Juan Martinez - The New 

Nature Movement  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_yM7eojpLs 

Forest Film Festival 

http://www.jhfestival.org/forestfestival/index.htm 

http://www.nybg.org/exhibitions/thain-family-

forest/index.php  (click under the Forest Film listing) 

Military Bases Provide Unlikely Refuge for 

South’s Longleaf Pine 

http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_

unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/246

3  

The First Americans: Mounting Evidence 

Prompts Researchers to Reconsider the Peopling 

of the New World   

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=fir

st-americans-researchers-reconsider-peopling-new-

world  

TBE: Proposed Tracy Ridge Wilderness on the 

ANF featured in  national hiking magazine 

http://www.pawild.org/articles/tbe11111.pdf 

Earth | Time Lapse View from Space, Fly Over | 

NASA, ISS http://vimeo.com/32001208  

Growing strong - Still-thriving forests buffer 

effects of climate change 

http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=95745&utm_sour

ce=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_ca

mpaign=11_14_11%2520%281%29&utm_content=  

Updated -- World of Change: Burn Recovery in 

Yellowstone:  Following the vast fires of 1988, 

Yellowstone has been recovering slowly. In 2011, the 

burned area is still clearly discernible, though much 

of the eastern portion of the burn area is covered once 

again by trees and vegetation.  Slide show available 

here:  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Featur ... 

rc=eoa-ann 

 

http://waynehistoricalohio.org/2011/11/01/apple-creek-cemetery-caution-explosive-area/
http://waynehistoricalohio.org/2011/11/01/apple-creek-cemetery-caution-explosive-area/
http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/335566/title/Cause_confirmed_in_bat_scourge
http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/335566/title/Cause_confirmed_in_bat_scourge
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/43493
http://cherylharner.blogspot.com/2011/10/walking-among-giants.html
http://cherylharner.blogspot.com/2011/10/walking-among-giants.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/31/nyregion/in-central-park-storm-may-claim-1000-trees.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/31/nyregion/in-central-park-storm-may-claim-1000-trees.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204394804577009982178326496.html#ixzz1cwJcMrCf
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204394804577009982178326496.html#ixzz1cwJcMrCf
http://www.cherokeepreservationfdn.org/cultural-preservation-connect/success-stories/97-mapping-ancient-cherokee-trails
http://www.cherokeepreservationfdn.org/cultural-preservation-connect/success-stories/97-mapping-ancient-cherokee-trails
http://www.cherokeepreservationfdn.org/cultural-preservation-connect/success-stories/97-mapping-ancient-cherokee-trails
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2011/11/04/2747242/the-mailman-and-his-monsters.html
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2011/11/04/2747242/the-mailman-and-his-monsters.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=-O8IRqOYrP8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=-O8IRqOYrP8
http://www.americanforests.org/magazine/article/history-in-the-heartwood/
http://www.americanforests.org/magazine/article/history-in-the-heartwood/
http://myrmecos.net/2011/11/07/how-to-take-better-insect-photos-the-video/
http://myrmecos.net/2011/11/07/how-to-take-better-insect-photos-the-video/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_yM7eojpLs
http://www.jhfestival.org/forestfestival/index.htm
http://www.nybg.org/exhibitions/thain-family-forest/index.php
http://www.nybg.org/exhibitions/thain-family-forest/index.php
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/2463
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/2463
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/military_bases_provide_unlikely_refuge_for_longleaf_pine_in_us_south/2463
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=first-americans-researchers-reconsider-peopling-new-world
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=first-americans-researchers-reconsider-peopling-new-world
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=first-americans-researchers-reconsider-peopling-new-world
http://www.pawild.org/articles/tbe11111.pdf
http://vimeo.com/32001208
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=95745&utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11_14_11%2520%281%29&utm_content
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=95745&utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11_14_11%2520%281%29&utm_content
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=95745&utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11_14_11%2520%281%29&utm_content
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/WorldOfChange/yellowstone.php?src=eoa-ann
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/WorldOfChange/yellowstone.php?src=eoa-ann
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Washington Grove City Park, Rochester, NY, 

Facebook Page:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-

Washington-Grove/129227090453217  

Leonardo’s Formula Explains Why Trees Don’t 

Splinter 

http://m.wired.com/wiredscience/2011/11/branching-

tree-physics/ 

  

Inspiring Students with Physical Disabilities to 

Pursue Field Biology - W.R. Miller, E. McCord, and 

M. Lowman  http://www.facebook.com/notes/tree-

climbers-international-inc/research-

opportunity/244837505577802  

Murmuration 

by Sophie Windsor Clive  

http://vimeo.com/31158841 

Of Forests and Men - Yann Arthus-Bertrand & 

Edward Norton Make the Case for Saving Our 

Forests in a Gorgeous Short Film 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HSaAlPRN-

c&feature=player_embedded  

Timelapse of earth at night from the ISS 

http://vimeo.com/32001208  

New Species Conservation Auction - Name that 

Lichen! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWqG5atcOzg  

Tree Ring Software 

You can find new and improved versions of all your 

favorite tree-ring programs here:  

http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/tree-ring-

laboratory/resources/software 

Wind River Canopy Crane Research Facility 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqSFyM6drnk&fe

ature=related  

Rainforest: Beneath the Canopy Part 01 – 03 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HfeBP3vaEI  

 

 

 

TrekEast Blog 66 Exploring Forillon National 

Park, Quebec:  Wild Endings to New Beginnings 

http://wildlandsnetwork.org/trekeast/blog/trekeast-

blog-66-exploring-forillon-national-park-quebec  

Scientist climbs giant redwood 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fm_xT8xHG0s  

National Geographic Redwood Photograph with 

three Canon EOS 1Ds Mark II  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25Jzk7s635s&feat

ure=player_embedded 

TV Oak in Stockholm May Be Cut Down - There 

has been series of discussions going on in the 

Swedish Tree Forum (Svenskt Trädforum)  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tradforum/  on 

Facebook focused on the efforts to save an ancient 

oak - known as teh TV Oak - slated for removal in 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Sequoia  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1obVtLlGg4 

Is indoor technology replacing the need to climb a 

tree? 

http://www.organicfocus.net/3/post/2011/06/is-

indoor-technology-replacing-the-need-to-climb-a-

tree.html 

Haida Gwaii, Canadian Island Chain, Fights For 

Conservation 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/27/haida-

gwaii-islands-

conservation_n_1113597.html?1322420740&ncid=e

dlinkusaolp00000009#undefined 

Cotswold Water Park felled oak pollard 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ol4oW69J6qk&fe

ature=youtu.be 

State of the UK's forests, woods and trees 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/about-

us/publications/Documents/state-of-the-uks-forest-

report-4865.pdf 

Ancient Hawthorn http://www.ancient-tree-

hunt.org.uk/recording/tree.htm?tree=108fb706-610c-

4b34-8ac3-8afbf8896370 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Washington-Grove/129227090453217
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Washington-Grove/129227090453217
http://m.wired.com/wiredscience/2011/11/branching-tree-physics/
http://m.wired.com/wiredscience/2011/11/branching-tree-physics/
http://www.facebook.com/notes/tree-climbers-international-inc/research-opportunity/244837505577802
http://www.facebook.com/notes/tree-climbers-international-inc/research-opportunity/244837505577802
http://www.facebook.com/notes/tree-climbers-international-inc/research-opportunity/244837505577802
http://vimeo.com/31158841
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HSaAlPRN-c&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HSaAlPRN-c&feature=player_embedded
http://vimeo.com/32001208
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWqG5atcOzg
http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/tree-ring-laboratory/resources/software
http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/tree-ring-laboratory/resources/software
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqSFyM6drnk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqSFyM6drnk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HfeBP3vaEI
http://wildlandsnetwork.org/trekeast/blog/trekeast-blog-66-exploring-forillon-national-park-quebec
http://wildlandsnetwork.org/trekeast/blog/trekeast-blog-66-exploring-forillon-national-park-quebec
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fm_xT8xHG0s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25Jzk7s635s&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25Jzk7s635s&feature=player_embedded
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tradforum/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1obVtLlGg4
http://www.organicfocus.net/3/post/2011/06/is-indoor-technology-replacing-the-need-to-climb-a-tree.html
http://www.organicfocus.net/3/post/2011/06/is-indoor-technology-replacing-the-need-to-climb-a-tree.html
http://www.organicfocus.net/3/post/2011/06/is-indoor-technology-replacing-the-need-to-climb-a-tree.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/27/haida-gwaii-islands-conservation_n_1113597.html?1322420740&ncid=edlinkusaolp00000009#undefined
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/27/haida-gwaii-islands-conservation_n_1113597.html?1322420740&ncid=edlinkusaolp00000009#undefined
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/27/haida-gwaii-islands-conservation_n_1113597.html?1322420740&ncid=edlinkusaolp00000009#undefined
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/27/haida-gwaii-islands-conservation_n_1113597.html?1322420740&ncid=edlinkusaolp00000009#undefined
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ol4oW69J6qk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ol4oW69J6qk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/about-us/publications/Documents/state-of-the-uks-forest-report-4865.pdf
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/about-us/publications/Documents/state-of-the-uks-forest-report-4865.pdf
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/about-us/publications/Documents/state-of-the-uks-forest-report-4865.pdf
http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/recording/tree.htm?tree=108fb706-610c-4b34-8ac3-8afbf8896370
http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/recording/tree.htm?tree=108fb706-610c-4b34-8ac3-8afbf8896370
http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/recording/tree.htm?tree=108fb706-610c-4b34-8ac3-8afbf8896370
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Myamar Tree Ring Chronology - Lamont Tree 

Ring Lab   Rosanne D'Arrigo leads a study of the 

longest chronology (and likely only the second tree-

ring study) from Myanmar in the journal Geophysical 

Research Letters: 

http://www.agu.org/pubs/crossref/pip/2011GL04992

7.shtml   The teak chronology has sensitivity to 

rainfall, PDSI, core Indian rainfall (a sensitive index 

of the Monsoon) and the El Niño-Southern 

Oscillation and replicates megadroughts in Thailand 

and Vietnam. 

2012 California Arbor Week Poster Contest - 

Third, fourth, and fifth grade students throughout 

California are invited to participate in this year’s 

California Arbor Week Poster Contest. This year’s 

contest, “Growing Happy Communities” is designed 

to increase knowledge of the important roles of trees 

and the many benefits they provide to our 

communities.  For lesson plans, activities, and contest 

rules, download our full 2012 poster contest packet.  

http://arborweek.org/contests/  

Chicken, Chicken, Chicken 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yL_-1d9OSdk  

Louie Schwartzberg: Nature. Beauty. Gratitude. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXDMoiEkyuQ&

feature=player_embedded  

Louie Schwartzberg: The hidden beauty of 

pollination  

http://www.ted.com/talks/louie_schwartzberg_the_hi

dden_beauty_of_pollination.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.agu.org/pubs/crossref/pip/2011GL049927.shtml
http://www.agu.org/pubs/crossref/pip/2011GL049927.shtml
http://arborweek.org/contests/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yL_-1d9OSdk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXDMoiEkyuQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXDMoiEkyuQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.ted.com/talks/louie_schwartzberg_the_hidden_beauty_of_pollination.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/louie_schwartzberg_the_hidden_beauty_of_pollination.html
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About:   eNTS:  The Magazine of the Native Tree Society 

This magazine is published monthly and contain materials that are compiled from posts made to the NTS BBS 

http://www.ents-bbs.org   It features notable trip reports, site descriptions and essays posted to the BBS by NTS 

members.  The purpose of the magazine  to have an easily readable and distributable magazine of posts available for 

download for those interested in the Native Tree Society and in the work that is being conducted by its members. 

This magazine serves as a companion to the more formal science-oriented Bulletin of the Eastern Native Tree 

Society and will help the group reach potential new members.  To submit materials for inclusion in the next issue, 

post to the BBS.  Members are welcome to suggest specific articles that you might want to see included in future 

issues of the magazine, or point out materials that were left from a particular month’s compilation that should have 

been included.  Older articles can always be added as necessary to the magazine.  The magazine will focus on the 

first post on a subject and provide a link to the discussion on the website.  Where warranted later posts in a thread 

may also be selected for inclusion.   

Edward Frank – Editor-in-Chief 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/

