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Editorôs Corner 

By Edward Frank 

 

Webmaster , BBS Administrator,  

eNTS Magazine Editor-in-Chief 

edfrank@nativetreesociety.org  

Welcome to the January issue of the eNTS Magazine.  

Members have contributed reports on a wide variety 

of subjects and trip reports fro around the world.  The 

issue starts off with a two part report on exploration 

in the isolated nation of Bhutan.  There are reports on 

the flora of the Canadian Shield.   We have numerous 

reports from around the United States from the Live 

Oaks of the Gulf Coast, to the redwoods of 

California, to the trees of Atlanta, to forests of 

Pennsylvania and New England, and many points in 

between.   

 

Another focus of this issue is to highlight the work 

being done by Michael Taylor experimenting with 

ñcloud mapping ñ the trunks of several giant 

redwoods in the western US.  Images of some of 

these cloud maps are presented on the cover of this 

issue.   

A tree measuring workshop has been officially 

scheduled to be held at Cook Forest State Park, PA 

on April 18-19 and will involve some ongoing 

research with Laser Technologies, Inc.  including an 

equipment demonstration with hopefully a glimpse at 

what is in the planning stages. LTI is the Cadillac of 

the infrared laser products industry. They make the 

Impulse 200LR laser, the TruPulse series, RD1000, 

etc.  Forestry is a prime market for their equipment. 

A sad note for this month is the demise of the Senator 

Cypress in Florida as result of a fire.  The tree was 

the largest bald cypress documented in the country 

and had been the subject of previous reports by 

members of ENTS. 

 

Will Blozan reports on hemlock crown research 

being done by his company for the University of 

Tennessee by his company, Appalachian Arborists, in 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  Don Bragg 

and others published an important report on the NTS 

Sine Method for measuring tree heights as a USFS 

Research Note  SRS22 

http://treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/39981 dated 

December 2011.  With the first month of 2012 

already passed we can continue to look forward to 

more great things from the NTS in the coming 

months. 

Edward Forrest Frank 

mailto:edfrank@nativetreesociety.org
http://treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/39981%20dated%20December%202011
http://treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/39981%20dated%20December%202011
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6604&mode=view
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Bhutan 

by Neil » Sun Jan 01, 2012 10:55 am  

Dear NTS, 

 

 Happy New Yr - I wish you all a tree-filled 2012; I 

know that will be fulfilled. 

 

I also want to take you through my trip to Bhutan in 

October 2011. The discussion on the big Ostrya in 

the tropics triggered this series of postings. Wait until 

you see the Symplocus from southern Bhutan! I will 

start this series with the travel into Bhutan. It is a 

long, exciting trip. I started my journey from the city 

of Shenyang in northeast China. Despite starting on 

that side of the world, it still took a bit over 9 hours 

of flying from Shenyang to Paro, Bhutan: Shenyang -

-> Shanghai --> Bangkok, Thailand --> Paro. Of 

course, the most exciting portion was on the last leg 

into Bhutan. As Bhutan is still a hard to reach, but 

often dreamed of destination, my fellow passengers 

acted like I recall my first plane ride - total giddiness! 

Cliched, but the excitement was truly palpable. 

 

The only way they allow planes to fly into Paro 

during daylight hours and visual meteorological 

conditions http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paro_Airport. 

Unfortunately for us, it was cloudy at our cruising 

height, so it was hard to get an overview of the 

Himalayas. 

Peaks of the Himalayas emerging from the clouds. 

 

 

As we started our descent, of course, we could see 

into the Kingdom of Bhutan. 

 

 

                                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=3482#p14070
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paro_Airport
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=14070
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6245&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6246&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6247&mode=view
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Our final approach included a sharp bend into the 

narrow valley holding the landing strip (a strip that is 

from two directions depending on the direction of the 

wind), a short hop over one final ridge line into the 

valley, nearly clipping houses and Buddhist 

structures and then a final hard turn to the left just 

before touching down.  

 

Want to get a sense of what it is like to land at Paro? 

Check out this clip: 

 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/nlKApjc9T2U 

Obviously we made it. But, this view shows how 

closed in the valley is. 

 

 

The drive from Paro to Thimphu, Bhutan's capital, is 

a little over 50 km, but roughly an hour to drive. I do 

not generally get car sick, but Bhutan's roads are a 

real test: http://g.co/maps/vh8e9 

 

We were delayed coming from Bangkok, so our trip 

to Thimphu was a race against the setting sun. I did 

get some glimpses of the two main pine in Bhutan, 

blue pine and chir pine. The pictures below are from 

other days and other parts of the trip. First, blue pine. 

 

                                        

 

                                        

 

Like the Korean pine of northeast China, I was blown 

away by blue pine's resemblance to eastern white 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/nlKApjc9T2U
http://g.co/maps/vh8e9
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6248&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6249&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6250&mode=view
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pine [or, likely more correct evolutionarily-speaking, 

vice-versa]. See how the fluffiness of the blue pine's 

crown resembles other white pines? For some reason, 

I didn't purposefully take more pictures of blue pine. 

I was obsesses with seeing the broadleaf species. I 

did get some other trees in the background of other 

pictures. The best one is above. 

Chir pine bark 

Most of the blue pine we saw were young and 

seeding in following fire. They apparently planted 

thousands of blue pine outside of microsite 

requirements along the road from Paro to Thimphu. 

During some severe autumn droughts over the last 10 

years the blue pine have been dying back. A 

Bhutanese scientist has connected severe autumn 

drought to the dieback of blue pine. 

 

What captured most of my attention on the drive in, 

however, were the chir pine. 

 

Chir pine twig 

 

The stout branches of chir pine 

 

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6251&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6252&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6253&mode=view
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needle arrangement of Chir pine 

 

If there were not steep ridgelines in the background, I 

would have thought I was in the southeastern US 

[ignoring the cool, dryish October air]. 

 

Next stop: Dochula. 

 

Neil Pederson 

Louisiana Live Oaks Ormond 

Plantation 

by Larry T ucei » Sun Jan 01, 2012 9:37 pm  

NTS,  On Sunday Dec 31 after I left the St Charles 

Borromeo Church in Destrehan La. and I continued 

west on River rd to Ormond Plantation built in the 

late 1700's. Ormond was closed but I called the day 

before and had permission to enter the 16 acre 

property. The property has several Live Oak trees and 

I measured the three largest. The first tree grows 

behind the old place in the courtyard. The Oak is 

hollow and showed signs of a fire perhaps from a 

lightning strike. Several large limbs on the tree were 

also missing. A short Oak for its age with a small 

spread due to the limb loss and fire. The Oak 

measured Cir at 2' from ground- 20', Height-42' and 

Spread-90' x 75'. I measured under a buttress from a 

more accurate measurement. The second Oak in the 

very back of the property was a little larger and 

measured CBH-21'2", Height-54' and Spread-94.5' x 

93'. The third and final tree I measured is growing in 

the front right beside the fence on River rd. This tree 

had a smaller Cir but is taller and had a greater spread 

than the others. It measured CBH-19' 5", Height-57' 

and Spread-120' x 100'. One of these Oaks is named 

the Trepagnier the other two I'm not sure. I will 

contact the Plantation and make sure I get the names 

correct.                   

http://www.plantation.com/history.html   To be 

continued.  Larry 

Oak 1 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3485&p=14087#p14087
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3485&p=14087#p14087
http://www.plantation.com/history.html
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6254&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6255&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=14087
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6260&mode=view
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  Oak 1 

  Oak 2 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6261&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6259&mode=view
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Oak 3 

Ormand House 

Larry Tucie 

 

 

 

 

 

Ormond Live Oak South Louisiana 

by Larry Tucei  » Sun Jan 01, 2012 11:22 pm  

NTS,    The next Live Oak I measured on Dec 31 is 

growing in the middle of a roadway at the entrance to 

Ormond Estates Subdivision in Destrehan La. Great 

care was taken when the roadway was constructed to 

make sure this tree had lots of room. Thanks to the 

Ormond Garden Club and all who provided such care 

for this great tree. Once on the property of Ormond 

Plantation the Ormond Oak is located about a mile 

west of the Plantation House. The Oak is a really big 

tree with a fabulous crown spreading out in every 

direction with lots of limbs on the ground.  

The tree has been slightly pruned on the east and 

western sides due to the roadway. The tree measured 

CBH-22' 4", Height-54' and Spread-131.5' x 105'. Of 

the 8 trees I measured on this trip I enjoyed this 

beauty the most. I couldn't get the full crown in the 

photos due to private property and the but I was right 

up to the fence. The Ormond Oak is number 737 on 

the Louisiana Live Oak Society listing.  To be 

continued 

 

Larry Tucei 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3493&p=14098#p14098
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6258&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6257&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=14098
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6267&mode=view
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6268&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6266&mode=view
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Southport CT. tuliptree 

by dbhguru » Sun Jan 01, 2012 10:15 pm  

NTS,    Today Monica and I visited relatives in 

Southport Ct. I used the opportunity to check up on 

the big tuliptree growing on the grounds of the 

library. It is a big tree. Its girth is 16.5 feet, height is 

119.5 feet, and its crown spread averages 90 feet. 

Here are some images. 

 

 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Texas Bur Oaks 

by DougBidlack » Mon Jan 02, 2012 12:19 am  

mikekowalski wrote:I've always been fascinated by 

Quercus macrocapra: 

 http://esp.cr.usgs.gov/data/atlas/little/quermacr.pdf 

I'm from an area around the extreme northern limit 

of the species in New Brunswick - the lower St. John 

river valley, on the shores of the largest lake in the 

province. There's some space between the small area 

where it's present in New Brunswick and the closest 

region in Maine. I believe the relatively warm 

microclimate of the lower river valley presents the 

conditions it needs. I love finding them in unexpected 

places in the northern parts of the Grand Lake 

watershed.  It would be cool to see some as far south 

as Texas! 

 

Mike,  

I was in Texas in November of 2010 collecting 

acorns from bur oaks with my wife.  Here are some 

pictures for you. 

 

The first five pictures are all from a campground at 

the southeastern end of Benbrook Lake which lies 

just to the southwest of Fort Worth. 

Some leaves and acorns. 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3489&p=14090#p14090
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=125&t=3495&p=14111#p14111
http://esp.cr.usgs.gov/data/atlas/little/quermacr.pdf
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=14090
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6263&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6264&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6265&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=14111
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An average sized tree in the campground. 

More leaves of a different tree.  Quite attractive 

foliage. 

                                        

Yet more leaves of another tree.  I just love how 

different the leaves of each individual look! 

This was probably the nicest tree at this campground. 

 The bur oak is the largest, leaning tree on the left of 

the picture.

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6280&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6281&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=6282&mode=view

