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"Natural forests" in Europe - a very 
short survey  

by Quercus » Thu Apr 11, 2013 12:13 pm  

survey: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VQQBRQF 
it will take you up to 3 min 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
"Natural forest" is not a clear cut concept in Europe. 
Putting aside the concept of "climax" we adapt a 
variety of criteria, according to which we define an 
ecosystem naturalness. Adapted models of a "natural 
forest" may differ, among other things, in stand 
species composition. The present experiment is 
aimed to assess the model variability within relatively 
uniform environmental conditions of lowland 
temperate Europe, rich mesic sites (broad-leaf forest 
habitats). 
 
Imagine a forest in such conditions (lowland, 
temperate zone, rich mesic [neither dry nor wet]), 
which is a result of natural processes. Direct impact 
of man (including such in detectable past) should be 
excluded. This will lead to establishment of a certain 
set of species. The questions are not about the percent 
share of a species in the canopy, but about the 
probability with which such processes will allow a 
species to perpetuate there. [This paragraph was 
added following the advice of two Czech Colleages - 
Thank you!] 
 
This is why I take liberty to ask you to participate in 
a short 1-3 minute quiz dedicated to professionals 
and students of advanced forestry, biology or 
environmental science courses. Please encourage also 
your students/colleagues to fill this survey: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VQQBRQF. Feel 
free to forward my message further to those to whom 
it might be of interest. 
 
Thank you for your help and cooperation. As soon as 
the questionnaire results are collated they will be 
shared with all who are interested. The survey will be 
open until April 27th. 
 
Looking forward to feedback from you, with best 
wishes and greetings. 

 
Andrzej Bobiec, PhD, Ass. Professor 
a_bobiec@univ.rzeszow.pl 
Katedra Agroekologii i Architektury Krajobrazu 
�:�\�G�]�L�D�á���%�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�]�Q�R-Rolniczy 
Uniwersytet Rzeszowski 
 
Agroecology and Landscape Architecture 
Faculty of Biology and Agriculture 
University of Rzeszów 
http://www.univ.rzeszow.pl 
 
�X�O�����0�����û�Z�L�N�O�L���V�N�L�H�M���� 
35-601 Rzeszów 
tel. 0048-178721785 

 

 

Re: "Natural forests" in Europe - a 
very short su rvey  

by Don » Sun Apr 14, 2013 4:49 pm  

Andrzej- First, I wanted to say that you have 
addressed a forum that embraces 'natural forests', and 
you are among friends here. 
Your English is excellent, sad to say my fluency is 
limited to English. That said, I would respectfully 
suggest that in a survey request about natural forests, 
introducing the topic with the phrase "clear cut" 
might not be the best choice of words.  A technique 
employed by too many loggers, for far too long in our 
own country, "clearcutting" involved the logging of 
all trees within the boundaries of the sale unit.  There 
are sizes and shapes which have purpose and 
integrity, but not on the scale historically used.   
Have you a definition of natural forests that you find 
complete? I notice that you refer to excluding man, 
specifically in the detectable past. Was there a level 
of presence that man was a part of the natural forest, 
prior to him being "detectable"? 

Don Bertolette 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=201&t=5259#p23000
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=201&t=5259#p23000
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VQQBRQF
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VQQBRQF
mailto:a_bobiec@univ.rzeszow.pl
http://www.univ.rzeszow.pl/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=368&t=5262#p23026
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=368&t=5262#p23026
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23000#p23000
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23026#p23026
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Re: "Natural forests" in Europe - a 
very short survey  

by Quercus » Mon Apr 15, 2013 8:59 am  

Hi Don 
 
Thank you for kind comments. Talking about 
"exclusion of man" I didn't want to be a purist and 
exclude occasional visits or even use (such as 
hunting, picking berries, mushrooms, occasional 
felling of single trees) - such interference with the 
natural course usually doesn't change or re-direct it. I 
have been addressing the intution rather than strict 
definitions (actually I am not aware of such) or 
thresholds. The intuition assuming that internal 
dynamics of the forest ecosystem is a leading factor. 
Man, from his very nature, is not a forest species, at 
least the temperate climate man. I am not an 
anthropologist, perhaps some primitive cultures in 
equatorial Africa or America are adapted to live 
permanently in dense forests, but in Europe and N 
America we'd always been clearing or adapting forest 
ecosystems to satisfy the needs of our communities 
settled outside forests or in heavily modified woods. 
Such assumption considerably confines "natural 
forests" to some preserved pockets either by long-
lasting legal institutions or by natural barriers (the 
latter hardly applies to lowland forests in temperate 
climate...). 
 
Finally, yes, "clear-cut" was not a perfect adjective in 
that context :) 
 
Andrzej 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFA Tree Measuring Guidelines 
Wor king Group  

by Iowa Big Tree Guy » Wed Apr 10, 2013 10:18 
pm  

Fellow NTS members, 
 
Has anyone else heard about the American Forestry 
Associations big tree working groups. One of these 
groups will deal with determining which species 
should be eligible for inclusion in the national 
register. The other group will work on modifying the 
measuring guidelines. 
 
The Measuring Guidelines Working Group is the one 
that interests me the most. I have applied for a spot 
on this commitee and I thought some of you might be 
interested as well. This is a chance to make some 
modifications to the existing guidelines to hopefully 
improve the accuracy of the tree measurements in the 
National Register of Big Trees. Another goal of this 
group is to devise a plan to deal with trees with 
atypical form, such as low forking and multiple 
trunked trees. 
 
This may not be the total solution but it is a big step 
in the right direction. I intended to send this post 
much earlier but I have been very busy. If anyone is 
interested in applying for either of these working 
groups, please hurry since the cut off date is April 
15th. 
 
Mark Rouw 

 

Re: AFA Tree Measuring 
Guidelines Working Group  

by edfrank » Wed Apr 10, 2013 10:28 pm  

Mark, Yes I have sent in an application and perhaps 
some others have also.  I hope we have many NTS in 
the group. 
 
Ed 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=368&t=5262#p23052
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=368&t=5262#p23052
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5258#p22997
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5258#p22997
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5258#p22998
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5258#p22998
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23052#p23052
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22997#p22997
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22998#p22998
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Re: Tree Humor  
by Matt Markworth  » Thu Apr 11, 2013 8:52 pm  

�7�U�H�H�V���K�D�Y�H���D���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���K�X�P�R�U�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���K�R�Z���H�O�V�H��
to explain it.  
 
 On a quest to measure a 150 footer in California 

Woods Nature Preserve (Ohio), the last three 
�7�X�O�L�S�W�U�H�H�V���W�K�D�W���,�¶�Y�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���������¶�����������¶����
�D�Q�G���������¶�����+�R�S�H�I�X�O�O�\���,�¶�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���O�D�X�J�K�� 

�,�¶�O�O���S�X�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D���S�U�R�S�H�U���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q�F�H���,���J�D�W�K�H�U���P�R�U�H��
data from the preserve. 
 
- Matt                              

 

 

Re: Tall European trees  
by Jeroen Philippona » Fri Apr 12, 2013 7:50 am  

In post 10 of this topic I included an update of the list 
of tallest trees of the Netherlands. It is only a 
selection of some species.  I have copied it here also.  
I updated the list for the Netherlands in April 2013. 
There are few substantial changes found in the three 
years since I posted this list. Some differences are 
remeasurements of the same trees, sometimes a taller 
tree has been found. 
For the whole of Europe there have been found many 
more new record heights.  
 
My own list of tallest trees in the Netherlands 
measured by Nikon Forestry 550 laser:  

Scientific name           - English name           - records 
2010   - Update 12-04-2013 
Pseudotsuga menziesii - Douglas fir              - 50,3 m 
(laser) - 49,75 m (climbing + tapedrop; 
lasermeasurement in 2010 was  without direct view 
of the base)                                                                   
                                                                                      

                                              
Fagus sylvatica            - European beech       - 43,0 m 
           - 43,2 m 
Picea abies                  - Norway spruce         - 42,1 m 
           - 42,1 m 
Abies grandis               - Grand fir                - 42,0 m   
          - 42,0 m  
Populus x canadensis    - Hybrid poplar          - 41,2 
m             - 41,7 m  
Quercus robur              - English oak             - 41,2 m 
            - 41,8 m  
Sequoiadendron gig.     - Giant sequoia         - 41,0 m 
            - 41,5 m 
Quercus rubra              - N. red oak               - 39,6 m   
          - 39,6 m 
Thuja plicata                - Western red cedar  - 39,4 m   
          - 39,8 m 
Populus x canescens     - Grey poplar             - 39,1 m 
            - 39,1 m  
Larix decidua               - European Larch       - 39,0 m 
            - 40,0 m 
Platanus x hispanica     - London plane          - 39,0 m 
            - 39,0 m 
Fraxinus excelsior        - European white ash - 38,6 m 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=143&t=4904#p23004
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=201&t=349&start=20#p23006
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23004#p23004
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10745&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23006#p23006
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            - 39,5 m 
Liriodendron tulipifera - Tulip tree                - 38,0 m 
            - 37,6 m 
Acer pseudoplatanus    - Sycamore maple       - 37,0 
m             - 37,0 m 
Aesculus hippocastanum - Horse chestnut      - 36,0 
m             - 36,8 m 
Tilia platyphyllos          - Broadleafed lime      - 35,2 
m             - 35,2 m 
Ulmus glabra               - Wych elm                 - 35,0 m 
            - 35,0 m 
Salix alba                    - white willow             - 34,6 m 
            - 34,6 m 
Tilia x europea            - common lime           - 34,6 m 
            - 36,8 m 
Tilia tomentosa           - silver lime               - 34,4 m   
          - 34,4 m  
Taxodium distichum    - swamp cypress         - 34,0 m 
            - 34,6 m 
Tsuga heterophylla       - western hemlock      - 34,0 
m             - 34,5 m 
Quercus cerris             - Turkey oak               - 34,0 m 
            - 34,2 m 
Juglans nigra               - black walnut             - 33,8 m 
            - 35,2 m 
Pinus sylvestris            - Scots pine                - 33,6 m 
            - 33,6 m 
Quercus petraea          - Sessile oak               - 33,5 m 
            - 33,5 m 
Quercus palustris         - Pin oak                    - 33,0 m 
            - 33,8 m 
Platanus orientalis       - oriental plane           - 33,0 m 
            - 33,0 m  
Alnus glutinosa            - common alder           - 33,0 
m             - 33,0 m  
Castanea sativa    - European sweet chestnut - 33,0 m 
             - 34,6 m 
Quercus frainetto         - Hungarian oak         - 32,6 m 
             - 32,6 m  
Metasequoia glyptostr. - dawn redwood          - 32,0 
m              - 32,8 m 
Pinus nigra                  - black pine                - 32,0 m 
             - 34,8 m 
Prunus avium               - wild cherry               - 31,6 m 
             - 31,6 m 
Acer platanoides          - Norway maple           - 30,2 
m              - 32,0 m 
Betula pendula             - silver birch               - 30,0 m 

             - 32,4 m 
Cryptomeria japonica   - Japanese red cedar   - 30,0 
m              - 30,8 m 
Carpinus betulus          - common hornbeam    - 29,0 
m              - 32,2 m 
 
An overview of all species we have reliable 
measurements of can be seen at: 
http://www.monumentaltrees.com/en/heightrecords/n
ld/ 
 
The European height record list is at: 
 http://www.monumentaltrees.com/en/heightrecords/e
urope/ 
 
When you are logged in you can change the settings 
for measurements from Meters to Feet at the settings-
page: you can find a link at the right top of the page.  
 
Jeroen Philippona 

  

http://www.monumentaltrees.com/en/heightrecords/nld/
http://www.monumentaltrees.com/en/heightrecords/nld/
http://www.monumentaltrees.com/en/heightrecords/europe/
http://www.monumentaltrees.com/en/heightrecords/europe/
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Parkway scenes, VA 
by dbhguru » Fri Apr 12, 2013 6:42 pm  

NTS 
 
 A scene from the BRPW. This is at milepost 19. A 

perspective seen through the limbs of an old white 
oak. 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

 

 

Tree Maximums - Tree of the 
Week: Carolina Buckthorn  

by Matt Markworth  » Sat Apr 06, 2013 10:17 pm  

                                        

 

�7�K�L�V���Z�H�H�N�¶�V���W�U�H�H�����)�U�D�Q�J�X�O�D�����5�K�D�P�Q�X�V�����F�D�U�R�O�L�Q�L�D�Q�D����
Carolina Buckthorn 
 
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=frca13 
 
 Will mentioned a 35-footer and after reading about 
�W�K�L�V���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�D�V�\���W�R���W�R�S�����3�O�H�D�V�H��
reply with these measurement d�H�W�D�L�O�V���L�I���\�R�X�¶�Y�H��
measured a tall Carolina Buckthorn or know of other 
measurements by NTS. Thanks! 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=128&t=5264&p=23013#p23013
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5248#p22931
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5248#p22931
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=frca13
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23013#p23013
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10746&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22931#p22931
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Country: 
State or Province: 
Property Owner: 
Site Name: 
Species (Scientific): 
Species (Common): 
Tree Name: 
NTS Measurer(s): 
Date of Measurement: 
Height (ft): 
Method of Height Measurement: 
CBH (ft): 
Average Spread (ft): 
Maximum Spread (ft): 
Habitat: 
Notes: 
 
Tree of the Week Maximums Spreadsheet and 
Submission Guidelines: http://www.ents-
bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5221 
 
- Matt 

 

Re: Max Height List - Tree of the 
Week: Carolina Buckthorn  

by Will Blozan » Sun Apr 07, 2013 9:40 am  

Matt, 
 
I think this thread needs to be moved to a new topic 
under it's own heading each week. That way it is 
clear what species is being discussed and they can be 
easily searched from the main topic page. 
 
Back to the thread: 
 
Country: United States of America 
State or Province: Tennessee 
Property Owner: South Cumberland State Parks 
Site Name: Foster Falls Small Wild Area 
Species (Scientific): Frangula 
Species (Common): caroliniana 
Tree Name: 
NTS Measurer: Will Blozan 
Date of Measurement: 3-21-2013 
Height (ft): 35.8' (10.91 m) 

Method of Height Measurement: NTS SINE 
Notes: Large leaning tree 5.5" (13.9 cm) DBH. 
Similar tree nearby 5.7" (14.5 cm) DBH X 31.5' tall. 
These two specimens may be the only documented 
over 30' (9.1 m) tall. 

 

 Frangula twigs 

                                

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5221
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5221
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5248#p22939
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5248#p22939
http://www.ents-bbs.org/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=64
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22939#p22939
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10701&mode=view
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Stem of tallest tree 

Large tree in Canton, NC 6.25" (15.9 cm) DBH X 
23.9' (7.3 m) tall X 18.7' (5.7 m) ABS 

Will                                 

Re: Max Height List - Tree of the 
Week: Carolina Buckthorn  

by Matt Markworth  » Sat Apr 13, 2013 6:07 pm  

Congrats to Will for this amazing find. I doubt that 
other species maximums will be obliterated on the 
same magnitude of this one.  
 
And, you never know, there could be another tall one 
out there lurking. If you find one that is taller, please 
post it! 

 

 

Tree of the Week Max Height Spreadsheet: 
http://www.ents-
bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5221 
 
Tree of the Week Forum: http://www.ents-
bbs.org/viewforum.php?f=393 
 
- Matt 

 
 

Trapezoid Method Continued  
by dbhguru » Sun Apr 14, 2013 8:33 pm  

NTS, 
 
   I am continuing to test the Trapezoid Diagonal 
Method for measuring the width or length of an 
object using a monocular with reticle. The results to 
date are summarized below. 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5248#p23017
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5248#p23017
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5221
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=393&t=5221
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewforum.php?f=393
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewforum.php?f=393
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=5273#p23035
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10702&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10703&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23017#p23017
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10750&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=23035#p23035
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   Notice the 22nd trial. The error is 0.467 inches. The 
next image shows the target from the place of 
measurement. The target is the orange ribbon 
stretched across the stump. I used the ribbon to 
enhance target visibility.  

 

    As can be seen in the image, the target is not 
oriented at a right angle to the line of sight - not even 
close. But this is the kind of scenario for which the 
trapezoid method was designed. However, as good as 
the results look, the three distances have to be very 
accurate for the method to work. The Bosch red beam 

lasers provide the needed accuracy, but regular 
infrared laser rangefinders don't do the job. I'm 
hoping that the new LTI TruPulse 200X, soon to be 
released, will provide the necessary accuracy.  
 
     Had I been off a little in my distances, the error 
for the target would have been large.  Additionally, I 
am unsure of how distance and reticle errors interact. 
This will be the next phase of the testing. 
 
Robert T. Leverett 

 

 

Blue Ridge Parkway Tuliptree 
Search, VA 

by dbhguru » Wed Apr 10, 2013 8:14 pm  

NTS, 
 
  Today Monica and I looked for conspicuous 
tuliptree sites along the VA part of the Parkway. To 
cut to the chase, we found a small cove on the lower 
slopes of Apple Orchard Mtn that had old growth. 
The spot is approximately mile 68.6. Here is a photo 
of a very old tree. 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=128&t=5257#p22991
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=128&t=5257#p22991
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10763&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10761&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22991#p22991































































































